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were accused of assisting 
Anvir in committing the 
offence.

After police recovered 
the body of the 21-year-
old college student in a 
Gulshan flat on April 26 
last year, her elder sister 
had filed a case with 
Gulshan Police Station 
against Anvir on charge of 
suicide abetment.

A spontaneous movement
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across the country. Oli 
Ahad, Toaha, Matin and 
Samad spoke in favour of 
violation. But, by a majority 
vote, it was decided not to 
violate Section 144. 

No formal proposal had 
been taken to dissolve the 
all-party committee if 
Section 144 was violated. 
Abul Hashim said that 
if the students do not 
accept the decision of 
the all-party committee, 
then what is the need 
for such a committee. 

Neither Shamsul Huq nor 
anyone else was formally 
authorised to explain the 
decision of the all-party 
committee to the students 
the next morning. 

The next morning, the 
violation of section 144 
started at 11:30 am. The 
shots were fired at about 
half-past one. The all-
party committee met at 
the Medical College Hostel 
on the evening of February 
21 to discuss the situation 
after the shooting. The 
whole movement was 

spontaneous in nature, and 
it was developed without 
any special initiative. 

Kazi Golam Mahbub 
was the convener of the 
All Party State Language 
Action Committee. 

This is an abridged 
version of Kazi Golam 
Mahbub’s interview 
published in Bhasha 
Andolon Prasanga: Katipay 
Dalil (Ed. Badruddin Umar, 
Bangla Academy, 1995.) 

Translated by: 
Shamsuddoza Sajen, The 
Daily Star. 

Road-crash tragedies stalk
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The authorities would bear 
all medical costs of the 
injured student, said Prof 
Pradip Kumar Panday, 
director of RU public 
relations office.

In another development, 
the VC held a meeting 
with students on Sabash 
Bangladesh premises in the 
afternoon.

Students there raised 
a five-point demand. VC 
Prof Sattar assured them of 
fulfilling the demands.

After the meeting, 
the VC told reports that 
the under-construction 
building and the street 
where Himel was killed 
would be named after him.

A memorial will be built.
The students demanded 

Tk 5 crore as compensation, 
and the VC said they would 
provide Himel’s family with 
money as per the necessity.

The VC said the 
construction work would 
be suspended until streets 
inside the campus are 
repaired and smooth 
movement of students on 
the campus is ensured.

Meanwhile, police 
arrested the truck driver, 
Md Titu, 35, in Balia area 
of Rajshahi city in the 
afternoon, SM Masud 
Parvez, officer-in-charge 
of Kashiadanga Police 
Station, told The Daily Star.

The arrest was made 
after a case was filed 
against the driver and the 
helper of the truck with 
Motihar Police Station, said 

OC Anwar Ali.
In another incident, RU 

acting proctor Leaket Ali 
was removed from his post. 
Ashabul Haque, professor of 
mathematics department, 
was made the new proctor.

Prof Salim Reza Newton 
said, “In the name of 
development work, trees 
have been cut down, soil 
has been dug and good 
roads have been destroyed. 
Nobody cares for anyone.”

Prof Kazi Zahidur 
Rahman said he himself 
trembled many times while 
speedy trucks carrying 
construction materials 
went past him.

“I talked to the VC sir 
about it several weeks ago, 
but nothing changed,” he 
said.

Roses gone
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Contacted, Upazila 
Agriculture Officer Najiat 
Ahmed said this disease 
has appeared due to use of 
too much pesticides and 
this year’s unfavourable 
weather. 

“We have advised the 
farmers on how to deal 
with this and are trying 
to diagnose the disease 
by examining the affected 
plants with agronomists.”

“Last week, we 
arranged a meeting with 
two hundred farmers to 
discuss their issues and 
advise them on several 
aspects of it,” she said. “If 
the weather improves, the 
disease may subside a bit,” 
she added.

“Besides, we are working 
to provide financial 
assistance to the affected 
rose growers through 
upazila administration and 
government funds,” she 
said.
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