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WHO warns of Covid 
medical waste threat
REUTERS, Geneva

Discarded syringes, used test kits and old vaccine 
bottles from the Covid-19 pandemic have piled 
up to create tens of thousands of tonnes of 
medical waste, threatening human health and the 
environment, a World Health Organization report 
said yesterday.  It estimates that some 87,000 
tonnes of personal protective equipment (PPE) has 
been ordered via a UN portal up until Nov 2021 
- most of which is thought to have ended up as 
waste. The report also mentions some 140 million 
test kits with a potential to generate 2,600 tonnes 
of plastic trash and chemical waste. In addition, 
it estimates that some 8 billion vaccine doses 
administered globally have produced an additional 
144,000 tonnes of waste.

NZ allows stranded 
journo to return home
AFP, Wellington

A pregnant New Zealand journalist who claimed 
to have nowhere to go but Afghanistan will be 
allowed to return home, after officials granted 
her an exemption from strict Covid-19 entry 
restrictions amid public outcry. Reporter 
Charlotte Bellis was working for Al Jazeera in 
Kabul when Afghanistan fell to the Taliban. She 
did not realise she was pregnant until she was 
at the media company’s headquarters in Doha, 
Qatar, where it is illegal to be pregnant and 
unmarried. After her request was turned down by 
New Zealand, she called senior Taliban contacts 
and was told she could give birth there.

Israel enforcing ‘apartheid’
Amnesty says treatment of Palestinians amounts to ‘crime 

against humanity’, urges arms embargo
REUTERS

Amnesty International yesterday accused Israel of 
subjecting Palestinians to a system of apartheid 
founded on policies of “segregation, dispossession 
and exclusion” that it said amounted to crimes 
against humanity.

The London-based rights group said its findings 
were based on research and legal analysis in a 211-
page report into Israeli seizure of Palestinian land 
and property, unlawful killings, forcible transfer of 
people and denial of citizenship.

Israel said the report, the second by an 
international rights group in less than a year 
to accuse it of pursuing a policy of apartheid, 
“consolidates and recycles lies” from hate groups 
and was designed to “pour fuel onto the fire of 
antisemitism”. It accused Amnesty UK of using 
“double standards and demonization in order to 
delegitimize Israel”.

Amnesty said Israel was enforcing a system of 

oppression and domination against Palestinians 
“wherever it has control over their rights”, including 
Arab citizens of Israel, Palestinians in Israeli-
occupied territory and refugees living abroad.

The measures included restrictions on Palestinian 
movement in territory occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war, underinvestment in Palestinian 
communities in Israel, and preventing the return of 
Palestinian refugees. Alongside forcible transfers, 
torture and unlawful killings, which Amnesty said 
were intended to maintain a system of “oppression 
and domination”, they constitute “the crime against 
humanity of apartheid”.

Amnesty said the UN Security Council should 
impose an arms embargo on Israel for killing 
scores of civilians during weekly protests on the 
border with Gaza in 2018-19. Amnesty also called 
on the International Criminal Court to consider 
the accusation of apartheid in its investigation into 
possible war crimes committed by both sides during 
several bouts of conflict in the Palestinian territories.

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Production 
surges in  
Myanmar
REUTERS

Increased instability in 
Myanmar since a military 
coup a year ago has 
seen a surge in narcotics 
production there and 
trafficking into Southeast 
Asia and beyond, Jeremy 
Douglas, UNODC’s regional 
representative in Southeast 
Asia told Reuters.

Authorities in Laos, 
Thailand and Myanmar 
seized at least 90 million 
methamphetamine 
tablets and 4.4 tonnes of 
crystal methamphetamine 
last month, most of it 
manufactured in the 
remote border areas of 
Myanmar’s Shan State.

Won’t back down
Says Russia amid sanctions 
threats; Ukraine announces 

plan to boost military
AGENCIES

Russia’s embassy in Washington yesterday said 
that Moscow will not back down in the face of US 
sanctions threats over Ukraine, ahead of a phone 
call between the top US and Russian diplomats.

“We are not going to back away and stand 
at attention, listening to the threats of US 
sanctions,” the embassy said on Facebook, 
adding that it is “Washington, not Moscow, that 
generates tensions.”

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov was due 
to speak to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
later yesterday for the first time since Washington 
formally replied to Russia’s security proposals 
last week. The West formally rejected Russian 
demands to bar Ukraine from ever joining Nato 
and pull out Nato forces from eastern Europe, 
while expressing willingness to talk about arms 
control and confidence-building measures.

Tensions between the two countries have 
skyrocketed in recent weeks as the US accuses 
Moscow of planning an imminent invasion of 
Ukraine.

The White House said Monday that it is ready 
to impose sanctions on President Vladimir 
Putin’s “inner circle” if an attack on Ukraine goes 
ahead.

MeanwhileUkrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy signed a decree on Tuesday to boost his 
armed forces by 100,000 troops over three years 
and raise soldiers’ pay, but said this did not mean 
war with Russia was imminent.

Zelenskiy urged lawmakers to stay calm and 
avoid panic as he prepared to host the leaders 
of the Netherlands, Britain and Poland - all Nato 
members - as part of efforts to defuse tension 
with Russia and shore up international support 
for Kyiv. There are currently nearly 250,000 
people in Ukraine’s armed forces, compared to 
Russia’s overall strength of around 900,000.

People pray to mark the start of the Lunar New Year of the Tiger at a temple in Surabaya, Indonesia, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

I get it and I 
will fix it.

British PM 
Boris Johnson 
remains defiant 

after critical 
report on Covid 

lockdown-
breaching parties 
at Downing Street

9,200 tree species 
still undiscovered
AFP, Washington

Researchers estimate there are significantly 
more species of trees on Earth than currently 
known, with more than 9,200 species yet to 
be discovered, according to a study published 
Monday. About 64,100 tree species have already 
been identified. According to the study the 
total number of tree species is about 73,300 
-- 14 percent more. Overall, the study said that 
“roughly” 43 percent of all tree species are 
found in South America, followed by Eurasia (22 
percent), Africa (16 percent), North America (15 
percent) and Oceania (11 percent). 


