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again via the PHQ on 
August 28, through the 
public security division. 

In the next five months, 
the letter managed to 
reach the SSD. However, 
it’s still waiting for 
approval.

In the letter, a copy of 
which was obtained by 
this newspaper, CTTC 
said it is possible to bring 
back those who were 
misled by militant outfits 
into mainstream society, 
after changing their 
mentality through proper 
explanation of religious 
ideas.

For the rehab, 
psychologists are required 
as they can analyse the 
threat posed by the 
extremist individuals.

Talking to The Daily 
Star yesterday, Md 
Asaduzzaman, chief of 
CTTC unit, said, “We 
are still waiting for the 
ministry’s response.”

“We need softer 
approaches along with the 
hard approach to prevent 
extremism,” he said. 

“For this, 
deradicalisation needs to 
start from jail, and this 
initiative needs to start 
immediately,” he added. 

Contacted, security 
expert Maj Gen (retd) 
Abdur Rashid said the use 
of psychologists could 
be useful not only for 
deradicalisation but also 
for analysing crime. 

“We have seen such 
practice in other countries. 
If we can introduce this, 
it can only be a positive 
move,” he added.

Meanwhile, Sayed 
Belal Hossain, additional 
secretary (jail wing) of 
home ministry, said they 
will look into application, 
mentioning that the 
process might be delayed 
because of an official’s 
illness. 

“We have no update as 
the concerned desk officer 
is sick,” he said.

A CTTC official involved 
with the project said the 
project has a four-year 
duration, of which three 
have elapsed just for 
sending and re-sending 
files. 

“We fear that the project 
tenure may end by the time 
the approval arrives.”

Sources said a number 
of militancy supporters 
who were jailed became 
more radicalised after they 
came out on bail. 

Take the case of Ariful 
Karim Chowdhury alias 
Adnan. 

He was first arrested 
by police in 2015 over his 
involvement with Harkat-
ul-Jihad. 

A year later, he came out 
on bail and got involved 
with Ansarullah Bangla 
Team. 

He went on to become 
ABT’s chief for a part of 
Dhaka and in-charge of 
fund collection, said Rab 
officials following his 
second arrest from Mirpur 
on December 19, 2019. 

In another case, one 
Abdulla Al Noman also 
turned into a key militant 
leader inside prison.

He was arrested first in 
2018 as a supporter of “Neo 
JMB”. 

By the time he came out 
of jail after 15 months, he 
had become a top member 
of its military wing, CTTC 
unit said following his 
second arrest on July 24, 
2020.

Officials said a number 
of people arrested for 
their links to radical 
websites or for sharing 
radical thoughts on social 
media became full-fledged 
members of militant outfits 
in prison.

Md Mahfuzul Islam, 
deputy commissioner 
of CTTC unit, said it is 
not possible to win the 
fight against extremism 
by policing alone, and 
such initiatives as those 
proposed under the project 
must be undertaken.
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religion,” she said.
The student said the 

information that she 
married a Hindu man was 
absolutely not true. 

Kulaura UNO ATM 
Farhad Chowdhury said 
they tried to contact the 
president and the secretary 
of the mosque committee 
several times, but in vain. 
Both sides have been called 
for a meeting on February 
12.

“The matter will be 
settled after hearing the 
statements of both sides. I 
have also directed the OC 
and the union parishad 
chairman to ensure the 
security of Nurunnahar’s 
family,” he added.

Contacted, Shamsul 
Islam and Amin Mia denied 
the allegation of ostracising 
the family.

Shamsul Islam said 
the mosque committee  
members kept putting 
pressure on them about the 
movement of the girl. 

“We wanted to know 
about the matter from her 
father a month ago, but he 
didn’t contact us,” he said.

On January 26, the 
committee met at the 
mosque and discussed the 
matter. 

Amin Mia said, “We 
did not ostracise Abdul 
Hai’s family. He did not 
attach importance to the 
management committee 
and that’s why he will go on 
his own path and we will go 
on ours.”
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The court handed death 
sentence to suspended 
police officials Pradeep 
Kumar Das and Liaqat Ali 
for the murder of Sinha 
at an APBn checkpost in 
Teknaf on July 31, 2020.

Cox’s Bazar District and 
Sessions Judge Mohammed 

Ismail also sentenced six 
others to life in the murder 
case.

The law enforcers 
claimed that they tried to 
search the vehicle of Sinha, 
but the former army official 
aimed his pistol at them 
and prompting them to 
shoot in self-defence.
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the NeoCov virus still does 
not possess the capability 
of infecting human beings.

Structurally, it is a 
hybrid of MERS CoV and 
SARS CoV2 viruses, which 
only can infect bats, not 
humans, he added. 

The Chinese researchers, 
however, claimed that a 
minor change in the spike 
protein of NeoCov will 
enable it to infect humans.

“Only such mutation can 
initiate another epidemic. 
But prior knowledge of 
NeoCov will be helpful to 
contain the virus unlike 
Covid-19,” said Mehedi.
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Prof Abdullah 
made emeritus 
professor
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Prof ABM 
Abdullah 
has been 
named 
emeritus 
professor of 
Bangaban-
dhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University (BSMMU).

The decision was taken 
unanimously at a syndicate 
meeting of the university, 
making him the first 
individual to receive such 
title in BSMMU history.

This title is conferred on 
those who have achieved 
outstanding international 
professional status and 
have made significant 
academic contributions to 
the institute. 

Abdullah received 
Ekushey Padak in 2016 
and UGC award in 2013. He 
was a professor of the dept 
of internal medicine and 
dean of faculty of medicine 
at BSMMU.
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Most of the independents 
are disgruntled Awami 
League men, said party 
insiders.

So far, 369 chairmen 
have been elected 
uncontested because they 
were the only ones running 
for the posts. 


