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Besides, 12 international 
human rights organisations 
in November wrote to the 
UN, calling for banning 
Rab in UN Peacekeeping 
Mission. Bangladesh is one 
of the highest troop-sending 
countries to the missions.

Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen late 
December spoke to the US 
secretary of state and wrote 
a letter, requesting him to 
reconsider the sanction 
on Rab. He is also writing 
letters to US senators and 
congressmen.

Foreign Secretary Masud 
said, “We want to present 
the whole truth to the 
international community, 
especially those who work 
on human rights in Geneva 
and New York.”

“In that case, if we need 
to appoint lobbyists, we 
will also do it.”
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country using their credit 
card. In the aforementioned 
years, the 11 individuals 
were legally allowed to 
spend $660,000 (about Tk 
5.66 crore) on their credit 
cards.

Nine of the 11 individuals 
are the family members 
of former NBL chairman 
Zainul Haque Sikder, and 
the two others are top 
executives of Sikder Group, 
according to a central bank 
probe last year.

NBL allowed the 11 
individuals to flout the 
rules at the instruction 
of Zainul, who died on 
February 10 last year, the 
report said.

BB last month fined 
NBL Tk 55 lakh for trying 
to hide the loan-related 
information of the 11 
individuals.

The NBL letter to BB said 
the formerhad stopped 
the operation of the credit 
cards of the 11 people.

NBL has so far 
distributed around 90,000 
credit cards and 1 lakh 
debit cards to its clients.

The total outstanding 
loan taken by the credit 
card holders now stands 
between Tk 125 crore and 
Tk 130 crore.

NBL also urged BB not 
to cancel the authorised 
dealership licences of 
its Dilkusha and West 
Dhanmondi branches.

The central bank probe 
found the NBL operated a 
foreign currency account 
for ZH Sikder Women’s 
Medical College breaching 
the rules.

The account was opened 
with NBL’s Dilkusha 
branch, which was later 

transferred to the West 
Dhanmondi branch, 
violating the guidelines 
for foreign exchange 
transactions 2018.

“NBL will face turmoil 
if the licences for the two 
branches are annulled,” 
the letter read, adding that 
cancellation of licences will 
also subsequently create 
a liquidity crisis amid a 
“negative campaign” by the 
media.

Asked why the 11 
individuals were allowed 
to flout the rules, NBL 
Managing Director Md 
Mehmood Husain said he 
could not comment on the 
matter because he joined 
the bank only two months 
ago.

The apology was offered 
for mistakes made in the 
past, he added.

BB officials told this 
correspondent that the 
central bank would not 
accept the apology and 
that action would be taken 
as per the banking law.

The central bank will do 
what is appropriate after 
reviewing the letter, said 
BB spokesperson Serajul 
Islam.

A central bank official 
said NBL used to be a 

reputed bank before the 
Sikder family took over the 
bank.

Zainul Haque Sikder and 
his family members started 
to widen their influence 
in the board after 2009, 
plaguing the bank with 
malpractices.

Zainul served as the 
chairman of NBL for 12 
years in a row. His widow 
Monowara Sikder is 
now the chairman while 
their sons Rick, Ron, and 
daughter Parveen Haque 
Sikder are members of 
the 12-member board of 
directors.

After detecting gross 
violations related to loan 
disbursement, the BB 
asked NBL in April last year 
to refrain from disbursing 
any loan without its prior 
approval.

The bank got permission 
to resume the service in 
December last year.

NBL’s default loans 
stood at Tk 4,592 crore in 
September last year, up 120 
percent from December 
2020. Non-performing 
loans at the bank was only 
Tk 388 crore in 2009. 
The Bank’s profit also 
significantly reduced last 
year.
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most common type. It 
is created when calcium 
combines with oxalate 
in the urine. Inadequate 
calcium and fluid 
intake along with other 
conditions may contribute 
in its formation.

Uric acid is another 
common type. Too much 
intake of foods containing 
high amounts of purines, 
like organ meats or 
shellfish, may cause this.

Struvite stones are less 
common and are usually 
caused by infections in the 
upper urinary tract.

Poor diet, excess 
body weight, some 
medical conditions, and 
certain supplements and 
medications can also be 
among the causes of kidney 

stones. Sometimes they can 
run in the family.

Symptoms of kidney 
stones could be among the 
following:

-- Severe pain on either 
side of the lower back

-- More vague pain or 
stomach ache that doesn’t 
go away

-- Blood in urine
-- Nausea or vomiting
-- Fever and chills
-- Urine that smells bad 

or looks cloudy
Doctors usually try to 

let the stone pass without 
surgery. They prescribe 
drinking a lot of fluid. 
Medications also help.

However, if the stones 
are too large or block the 
flow of urine, or if there 
is a sign of infection, it is 
removed with surgery.
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On January 20, robbers tied 
Dr Shafiqul Islam’s hands, 
legs and blindfolded him 
after he boarded the bus 
from Dhaka’s Abdullahpur 
to go to Tangail. 

They tortured him and 
robbed around Tk 2.50 
lakh from him.

Contacted, AKM 
Hafiz Akhter, additional 
commissioner (DB) of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police, 
said, “Those who did not 
record the case did wrong. 
In such cases, nearby police 
stations should record 
the case for the victim’s 
convenience.”

He was speaking at a 
press conference yesterday, 
after a DB team arrested 

eight members of the 
robbery gang. 

“Incidents of police 
stations avoiding 
responsibility have 
happened before. We’ve 
talked to officials of the 
concerned units to address 
the issue,” he said in reply 
to another query.

Dr Shafiqul, resident 
physician at a Tangail 
hospital, finally filed a 
case with Uttara West 
Police Station against 
8-10 unnamed persons on 
Sunday night.

On the same day, a DB 
team arrested the eight 
persons from Dhaka and 
nearby areas with four 
machetes, four knives, 
three scarfs, five iron bars, 

two toy pistols and 10 
mobile phones.

The arrestees are: 
Naimur Rahman, Abu 
Zafar alias Biplob, Sajib 
Mia, Zahurul Islam, Al 
Amin, Dilip alias Sohel, 
Alamin, and Shahnewaz 
Bhuiyan Azad.

They were placed in 
a four-day remand each 
yesterday.

Shahadat Hossain 
Suman, additional deputy 
commissioner (Tejgaon 
Division) of DB, said they 
rented a bus of RKR 
Paribahan and took it to 
Genda area in Savar.

The gang later held the 
bus driver and conductor 
hostage and took control 
of the bus.
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ban on eating in 
restaurants.

Indonesia’s holiday 
island of Bali will start 
welcoming back travellers 
from all countries from 
later this week, officials said 
yesterday, more than three 
months after announcing 
it was open to selected 
nationalities.

Though Bali officially 
opened to visitors there has 
since been no direct flights.
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