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As if Covid-19
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in the event despite Covid 
restrictions in place. “They 
[leaders] told us it’s a crucial 
programme, hence all must 
participate, except those 
who have been tested Covid 
positive,” said a student.

The council was joined 
by AL  presidium members 
Jahangir Kabir Nanak and 
Abdur Rahman, central 
BCL president Al Nayean 
Khan Joy, general secretary 
Lekhak Bhattacharjee, BCL 
DU unit president Sonjit 
Chandra Das and general 

secretary Saddam Hussain.
This correspondent 

failed to contact Joy, 
Lekhak and Saddam.

According to sources in 
DU Covid Testing Lab, 129 
students and 45 teachers 
were infected with Covid 
between January 10 and 
January 25. Contacted, 
TSC Director Ali Akbar 
said BCL was granted 
permission on condition 
that they will follow the 
health guidelines.  “If they 
don’t keep their word, 
there’s nothing we can do.”

Ensure justice
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court crises as well as case 
management. 

He added that legal aid 
offices have been set up 
in 64 districts and in the 
Supreme Court to provide 
legal assistance to the poor 
and disadvantaged. 

“Through this effort, 
poor and helpless people 
are getting legal support.” 

The president who 
hails from Kishoreganj 
said it is a great pleasure 
for him to inaugurate the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate’s 
Building in Kishoreganj as 
his life is connected with 
this district.

Real-life ‘Aynabaji’
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“Shohag promised Hossain 
Tk 5,000 every month and 
that he would get him out 
in just three months. But 
the latter didn’t happen,” 
Rab-10 Commanding 
Officer Mahfuzur Rahman, 
told a press briefing 
yesterday. 

He said Rab has been 
keeping Shohag under 
surveillance for the last five 
months.

Rab said Shohag had 
forged his NID card by 
changing his father’s 
name, date of birth while 
he also had his passport 
made by paying Tk 10,000 
to a broker at Shariatpur 
passport office.

Although his father’s 
name is Giasuddin, he 
replaced it with his uncle’s 
name Shah Alam Fakir. His 
original birth year is 1986, 
but he forged it as 1989. 

He then spent Tk 50,000 
for the UAE visa after one of 
his friends from Abu Dhabi 
sponsored him, said the 
Rab official.

“Shohag got a tourist 

visa for UAE this month 
and planned to flee the 
country for good. But 
he still needed to get the 
second dose of the Covid 
vaccine. Rab nabbed him as 
he went to get it,” said the 
official.

He added that there 
might’ve been some 
negligence on the jail 
authorities’ part, as  they 
should’ve identified the 
forgery before Md Hossain 
got into jail.

In mid-2021, a journalist 
noticed that Shohag was 
roaming around freely 
while another person was 
serving his sentence. He 
brought it to the court’s 
attention, who asked jail 
authorities to investigate 
the incident. In October, 
the court issued an arrest 
warrant against Shohag .

Now, another case will 
be filed against him for 
the forgery, said the Rab 
official. Shohag is accused 
in 10 cases, including two 
for murder, two for arms 
dealing and six for drug 
peddling.
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Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury’s 
birth anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 101st birth 
anniversary of late Justice 
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury, 
former president of 
Bangladesh.

To mark the occasion, 
Justice Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury National 
Memorial Council will 
distribute stipends 
and certificates among 
meritorious students soon, 
said a press release. 

Justice Chowdhury 
was born in a respectable 
Muslim family at Nagbari 
in Tangail. He was the only 
son of former speaker 
of erstwhile provincial 
assembly late Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury.

He resigned from the 
post of vice chancellor 
of Dhaka University on 
March 15, 1971, protesting 
murders of two students 
by Pakistan occupation 
forces.

He played a significant 
role in mobilising the 
world opinion for the 
cause of Bangladesh. He 
also played a leading role in 
anti-autocracy movement 
in the eighties.

Dope test begins
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Saturday. 
Dhaka Medical College 

Hospital and Kurmitola 
General Hospital said they 
would not be able to do the 
tests for now while another 
said they were not even 
aware of the matter. 

Two other hospitals said 
they had “limited capacity” 
to carry out the tests. 

Yesterday, Afzal Hossain 
came to BRTA’s Mirpur 
circle office to get a 
professional driving license 
and a BRTA official gave 
him a form and asked him 
to go to Kurmitola Hospital 
for the test. 

Talking to this 
correspondent at 2:30pm, 
Afzal, a resident of Mirpur, 
said he would go to the 
hospital today for the dope 
test. 

Asked about lack of 
preparation at hospitals, 
Mohammad Shahidullah, 
deputy director of BRTA’s 
Mirpur office, said they 
fixed the hospital upon 
consultation with the 
authorities concerned. 

However, as a new 
system, some problems 

may arise but things will be 
normal within a week, he 
said. 

The BRTA started the 
dope test system more 
than a year after Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
on October 22, 2020, gave 
directives to bring public 
transport workers under 
a dope-testing system as 
drug addiction of drivers 
is considered as a major 
reason behind road 
accidents.

At least, turn
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Lawyers Abdul Qaium 
Khan and Subir Nandi 
Das appeared as the writ 
petitioners, while lawyer 
Khurshid Alam Khan 
argued for ACC and 
Deputy Attorney General 
AKM Amin Uddin Manik 
represented the state 
during the hearing.

On Thursday, the ACC 
submitted to the HC a report 
containing the names of 
61 Bangladeshi individuals 
and seven organisations 
mentioned in the Panama 
Papers and Paradise Papers 
as money launderers.

The report, however, 
contains no specific 

independent findings by the 
ACC about the Bangladeshis 
who have laundered and 
deposited huge amounts 
of money abroad and 
to overseas banks and 
purchased property.

The ACC cannot conduct 
an enquiry as it could not 
get detailed names and 
addresses, information 
on their investments in 
offshore companies, the 
report said.

On Wednesday, BFUI 
gave HC names of 52 
Bangladeshi individuals 
and 17 entities disclosed 
in Panama Papers and 
Paradise Papers as money 
launderers.  


