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AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH, Savar

Once Nurul Haque used to cultivate different types 
of crops in his land all around the year. 

However, in recent years, the 65-year-old 
farmer at Dhamrai’s Srirampur has been unable to 
cultivate one single crop in his fields. The reason 
lies in waterlogging, and such is the plight of 
hundreds of farmers from 10 adjacent areas.

Farmers who own lands in Kullibeel, a large 
farmland of about 700 acres, had to leave their land 
without any farming for years because of this very 
problem. 

Nurul stated other reasons behind not being able 
to farm the lands. Some farmers have sold their 
land’s topsoil to brickfield owners, and only one 
drainage canal is filled with silt, making the whole 
place unsuitable for farming. 

Rejaul Karim, chairman of Sutipara Union 
Parishad, told this correspondent that in 2019, a 
drain was cut along the canal, which was later filled 
with silt again. This claim has been confirmed by 
Dhamrai Upazila Agriculture Officer Md Ariful 
Hasan. 

“I informed the matter to the UNO and other 
officers concerned. They have recently visited the 
area and assured the farmers that they will take 
an initiative to solve the problem,” said the UP 
chairman.

Dhamrai UNO Hossain Mohammad Hai Jocki 
said, “We have recently visited the area. There was 
also a bridge over the canal, which got damaged 
last year and due to that blockage, the drainage 
system became dysfunctional.” The UNO said it 
is possible to solve the crisis by re-excavating the 
canal. “We are working on the issue.”

700 acres submerged
Farmland remains waterlogged  for years

Farmers who own lands in Kullibeel, a large farmland of about 700 
acres, had to leave their land without any farming for years because 
of waterlogging. The only drainage canal is filled with silt, making 
the whole place unsuitable for farming. PHOTO: STAR

‘Stop plastic use, 
save Kuakata’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Demanding an end to the use of disposable 
plastics to protect the environment of Kuakata 
beach, a memorandum signed by 2,783 people 
was handed over to the Patuakhali deputy 
commissioner (DC) on Tuesday. 

Lincoln Bayen, Barisal divisional coordinator of 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
(Bela), its network members Shahabuddin Panna, 
Sohrab Hossain, Parveen Sultana and others 
handed over the memorandum. 

Additional deputy commissioner (education 
and ICT) Israt Jahan received it on behalf of the 
DC and said necessary steps would be taken.

The memorandum noted that defying laws, 
the use of polythene and disposable plastics has 
been increasing, which is causing environmental 
pollution. In particular, piles of plastic waste 
can be seen at the country’s various beaches, 
including Kuakata.

Therefore, to protect the natural beauty 
and environment of the tourist area, the 
memorandum called for taking steps against use 
of disposable plastics.
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‘Tis the season 
to eat molasses
AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

It’s a relatively small window. For four months a year, 
from mid-November to March, farmers who sell molasses 
from date juice hit their peak.

Hundreds of farmers in Jhenidah are no different. 
Every winter, buckets upon buckets of molasses are 
made in its six upazilas, which are then sent to Dhaka, 
Chattogram, Sylhet, basically all over the country.

According to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE), Jhenidah, around a 1,000 tonnes of 
molasses are produced in the district, each kilogramme 
of which sells for up to Tk 200-250. 

After talking to locals, namely Abdur Rahman of 
Kaliganj upazila and Sujit Kumar of Shailakupa upazila, 
it was found that each date tree fetches around Tk 
10,000. The farmers meet their domestic demand with 
this and can earn extra money by selling the rest. The 
“gur” is made mostly by female farmers, who also use it 
to cook pitha, payesh and other sweets.

However, over this popular and profitable sector looms 
the shadow of timber traders and brick kiln owners, 
who are trying to lure them into selling the date trees. 
According to the DAE, the district is home to 4,32,000O 
date trees.
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