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It removed the two-year 
term from the bill, saying 
in the report that a person 
convicted in a criminal 
offence of moral turpitude 
for any term shall not be 
eligible to be appointed 
as CEC or election 
commissioner.

The same section of the 
bill said a person should 
have at least 20 years’ 
working experience in any 
important government, 
judicial, semi-government 
or private post.

The parliamentary 
standing committee 
recommended to amend 
this to add “autonomous 
and other professions” 
to the posts already 
mentioned in the bill.

If the law is passed with 
this amendment, people 
from various professional 
bodies -- autonomous and 
other professions -- will be 
eligible for the posts.

Law Minister Anisul 
Huq placed the bill in 
parliament on January 23 
seeking to give a legal shield 
to the current and previous 
Election Commissions 
formed through search 
committees.

The bill was later sent to 
the parliamentary standing 
committee on the law 
ministry for scrutiny.

Once passed, the law 

will provide legal cover to 
all activities of the search 
committees.

The tenure of the 
incumbent commission, 
led by CEC KM Nurul Huda, 
expires on February 14.

Ahead of the general 
elections in 2014 and 2018, 
the president picked CECs 
and other commissioners 
in 2012 and 2017 following 
recommendations by 
search committees.

The government move 
came nearly 50 years after 
the constitution prescribed 
enacting a specific law for 
forming the EC.

The bill says the previous 
search committees, 
their functions and the 
appointments of the CECs 
and other commissioners 
made following their 
recommendations will 
be deemed valid, and no 
question can be raised in 
any court over the matter.

It will be considered 
that the incumbent 
and previous ECs were 
constituted as per the law.

In the bill, the previous 
two search committees have 
been given legal validity.

Although the 
constitution suggests 
that the CEC and other 
election commissioners be 
appointed under a law, that 
law was not formulated in 
the past. 

US may lift Rab
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sanctions against the Rab, 
Momen said the work on 
partnership dialogue with 
the United States will start 
next month. There will be a 
security dialogue in April. 
The process of holding 
multiple meetings with the 
US is ongoing.

Indicating that it would 
take some time for the 
embargo to be lifted, the 
foreign minister said, “We 
have held several meetings 
with USA. InshaAllah, 
whenever we will be able 
to provide the information 
to them properly, I believe 
the sanctions will be 
withdrawn from a very 
good organisation like 
RAB.”

He said the ban was 
imposed without any 
prior discussion and 
was prompted through 
propaganda from various 

lobbyist firms. 
Not only have they given 

false information to the US 
government, but they have 
also been giving negative 
feedback on Rab to the 
different human rights 
organisations.

Momen said Rab has 
gained the acceptance of 
the people by reducing the 
country’s terrorism, drugs, 
human trafficking by and 
large. 

The minister said Rab 
had not done anything 
for it to be considered a 
terrorist organisation.

In his statement, he 
said the government has 
hired PR firms instead of 
lobbyists to stop the spread 
of false information on 
Bangladesh, adding that 
an organisation called BGR 
was appointed in 2014-15 to 
stop the anti-Bangladesh 
campaign.

One has no licence
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Monir and Imran were 
driving recklessly and 
competing with each other 
at Moghbazar traffic signal 
on that day. They fled after 
the incident.    

“Rakib was killed due 
to the bus drivers racing 
against each other,” Moin 
said.

They drive recklessly and 
compete with each other 
to make as many trips as 
possible in a day, as they are 
employed on a daily basis, 
he added.  

The Rab officials said 
Monir arrived in the 
country three months 

back, after staying for five 
years in a Middle Eastern 
country, and started a job 
as a bus helper one and half 
months ago on a daily wage 
of Tk 500.

Though he has no 
driving licence, he used to 
drive the bus occasionally, 
he said.   

The other driver, Imran, 
has been driving buses for 
about 10 years but got his 
licence three years back.

He abuses drugs and 
was sued in a case under 
Narcotics Control Act with 
Daudkandi Police Station 
in Cumilla last year, Moin 
said.

‘Tis the season
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However, the numbers are 
decreasing by the day as 
many farmers are opting to 
sell their trees.

Deputy Director of 
Jhenidah DAE Asgar Ali 
told this correspondent 
that molasses of the district 
are particularly famous. 

“Despite this, a few 
years back, farmers started 
selling the date trees after 
being tempted by timber 
traders. We are currently 
trying to convince them 
not to do this considering 
the promise of the sector. 
Some of them are now 
planting more trees.”

Country marching
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Bangladesh’s advancement, 
her government has taken 
various time-befitting steps 
to implement plans to face 
global trade challenges, 
following graduation from 
a least developed country 
(LDC).

She added that 
Bangladesh has taken 
initiatives to sign 
preferential trade 
agreements (PTA), free 
trade agreements and 
comprehensive economic 
partnership agreements 
with different commercially 
important countries.

The PM said initially, 
her government has 

taken a step to sign 
trade agreements with 
10 countries and three 
alliances on priority basis, 
the 10 being India, Nepal, 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Japan, Singapore, the 
US, Canada, China and 
Malaysia.

She said Bangladesh 
signed a PTA with Bhutan 
on December 6, 2020.

Due to successful 
diplomatic efforts of 
Bangladesh, she said, LDCs 
have been able to obtain 
a number of facilities, 
including extending time 
for the pharmaceutical 
patent exemption provision 
till 2033.
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