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A tourist holding up a dead bird found lying at the Char Bijoy. Poachers are active throughout the area killing 
these visiting birds with nets and traps. PHOTO: STAR

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A new shoal covering   about 5,000 acres has sprung 
up in the deep Bay of Bengal, about 30 km south of 
Kuakata. 

Tourists have dubbed it “Char Bijoy”, after 
discovering it in the month of December in 2017. Due 
to the free movement of migrant birds and red crabs, 
the shoal has started attracting seasonal tourists, 
who mostly come from Kuakata on trawlers 
and speed boats. 

This atmosphere is set to be aided 
by the Forest Department’s plans. 
Abdullah Al Mamun, an official at the 
divisional level, said they’re planning 
afforestation drives to make the char 
more permanent. The freshly planted 
trees can also provide migrant birds 
with shelter.

The char has also become a preferred 
destination for anglers, who flock to it 
during winter to make a good catch. During 
their stay, they prop up temporary residences to 
help with fishing and drying their haul.

Although the char gets submerged during 
monsoon, it resurfaces in winter. Due to lack of people, 
migratory birds have started to go there in numbers 
during the colder months. 

But everything isn’t rainbows and butterflies. 

Talking to this correspondent, tourist Arifur Rahman 
said he saw around a hundred anglers fishing in the 
area. However, they were also seen setting up nets with 
bamboo to catch both native and exotic birds. 

They then bring those ashore and sell, he said, 
mentioning that some of the birds simply die in trap.

“I saw a number of dead birds here. They were quite 
large in size. It seemed like the hunters trapped them 

but then left them to die,” he said.
Meanwhile, Rumman Imtiaz Tushar, 
president of Kuakata Tour Operators’ 

Association, said tourists’ presence 
may push away the birds as well. “They 
[tourists] come on loud, engine-driven 
trawlers, which scare the birds.”

He suggested that tourism 
authorities consider the noise 

pollution when regulating vessels on 
the route. During a recent visit, this 

correspondent tried to talk to some 
anglers and hunters at the char, but they 

refused to comment on the issue.
Contacted, Mollah Emdadullah, senior fisheries 

officer of the district, said they don’t allow anglers to 
fish at the char, let alone trap migratory birds.

Kalapara UNO Abu Hasnat Mohammad Shahidul 
Haque said he’s aware of the developments at the char. 
“We will soon take steps against illegal bird hunters 
and anglers.”

This is no way 
to treat guests

‘Char Bijoy’ proves popular with migrant birds, 
but hunters are on mission to turn them away

Curtain falls 
on Dhaka Int’l 
Film Festival
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Indian film Koozhangal (Pebbles), directed by 
PS Vinothraj, won the Best Film Award in the 
Asian Film Competition segment at the 20th 
Dhaka International Film Festival. Organised 
by Rainbow Film Society, the festival concluded 
yesterday at the Bangladesh National Museum’s 
main auditorium.

Speaking at the closing ceremony as chief 
guest, Information minister Hasan Mahmud 
said, “Heartiest congratulations to Rainbow Film 
Society for arranging such a wonderful festival. 
Hopefully, we will be able to screen the next one 
in a Covid-free environment.”

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy Director 
General (BSA) Liaquat Ali Lucky and Dhaka Club 
President Khandaker Mashiuzzaman Romel were 
present as special guests at the ceremony, which 
was presided over by Liberation War Museum 
trustee Mofidul Hoque.

The festival featured 225 films from 70 
countries. The films were screened under 
10 categories -- Asian Cinema Section, 
Retrospective, Tribute, Wide Angle, Bangladesh 
Panorama Section, Cinema of the World Section, 
Children Films Section, Women Filmmakers 
Section, Short and Independent Films Section 
and Spiritual Films Section.

In Bangladesh Panorama Section, the Best 
Film Award by FIPRESCI Jury went to Shabnam 
Ferdousi’s local film “Ajob Karkhana”.

The Best Audience Award in the section was 
jointly won by two films -- N Rashed Chowdhury 
directed film “Chandrabati Kotha (The Tales of 
Chandrabati)” and Nurul Alam Atique’s “Lal 
Moroger Jhuti (Call of the Red-Rooster).” 
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MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Once vigorous and ever-flowing, 
Tangail’s Louhajang river, is almost dead 
today. Owing to the construction of a 
sluice gate, siltation and lack of water, 
the river has almost lost all its natural 
flow and navigability.

Moreover, illegal encroachment of its 
banks, dumping waste on its bed and 
mindless pollution of its water have also 
reduced the beautiful river to looking 
like a dirty canal, all within just a few 
decades.

Originating from Dhaleswari 
river in Baisnabbari area under the 
Sadar upazila, the 76 kilometre-long 
Louhajang flows through the district 
town and falls into the Bangshai river in 
Mirzapur upazila of the district.

Till the ‘80s, launches and load-
carrying boats anchored at Tangail. A 
road at College Para was even named 
Amghat, as mangoes from Rajshahi 
were unloaded there, said several senior 

citizens of Tangail town.
However, the river started dying 

after the Water Development Board 
(WDB) constructed a sluice gate near 
the confluence of Louhajang and 
Dhaleswari rivers in 1992 under its Flood 
Action Plan (FAP)-20.

As the river lost its navigability, large 
boats stopped plying it. The subsequent 
years started seeing widespread 
encroachment on the river bank.

Moreover, sewage and garbage 
released from homesteads in the 
municipal area, toxic wastes from 
several mills and factories of Tangail 
BSCIC Industrial area at Taratia and a 
textile mill at Khudirampur in Sadar 
upazila badly polluted the river over 
time, sources said.

As a result, its water became unusable 
for both people and cattle. Aquatic 
life on the river has also vanished. 
Moreover, the stench emanating from 
the stagnant, polluted water made living 
near the river a nightmare.

Over the years, concerned citizens 
have held various programmes to 
urge the authorities concerned to do 
something about the river. 

Finally on November 29, 2016, the 
then district administration took up 
an initiative to free the river from the 
illegal occupation for the one and half 
kilometre stretch at the municipal area. 

The drive was initially successful at 
removing some illegal structures, but 
then it was suspended over unknown 
reasons. On February 25, 2020, the then 
district administration resumed the 
drive on the river at the same location. 

They detected more than 450 illegal 
structures only in the area of Sadar 
upazila. Of these, more than 260 were 
found within a three kilometre stretch 
at the river banks in the municipal area.

But after demolishing some of them, 
this drive too was suspended, this time 
facing controversy over demarcating the 
river’s area and identifying grabbers.

“Grabbing the river’s land and 

dumping of 
garbage on 

its bed is still ongoing,” said 
Ratan Ahmed Siddique, secretary of the 
River, Canal and Water Body Protection 
Committee in Tangail.  

He said all the waste from the nearby 
Park Market, the main kitchen market 
in the town, is dumped onto the 
riverbed through a drain.  

“We’ve heard a project is seeking 
fund to re-excavate the riverbed in the 
municipal area and border the banks 
with concrete. But we suspect it’ll get 
nothing done, other than feasting on 
the public fund,” said green activist and 
poet Masum Ferdous.  “The main job is 
to keep the river flowing,” he added.

Contacted, Mohammad Khairul 
Islam, assistant commissioner (Land) 
of Sadar upazila, said he has visited 
the river and saw its poor state. 
“Necessary measures will be taken in 
this regard after talking to the deputy 
commissioner,” he said.    

Louhajang is dying
The might of Louhajong 
is almost gone. From 
a river that once let 
launches and goods-
laden boats pass, it has 
virtually become a ditch 
today. PHOTO: STAR


