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In this photo taken on Friday and released yesterday, Houthi supporters brandish their rifles during a demonstration in the Yemeni capital Sanaa, following a reported air
attack by the Saudi-led coalition on a prison in the country’s rebel-held north. The Saudi-led coalition yesterday denied carrying out the air strike that aid groups said

killed at least 70 people, including migrants, women and children.

PLANS TO STRENGTHEN WORLD’S HEALTH BODY

US opposes ‘independent’” WHO

REUTERS, Brussels the agency’s $2 billion core budget
by 2028, compared to less than 20
percent now, the document said.

The WHO'’s core budget is
aimed at fighting pandemics and
strengthening healthcare systems
across the world. It also raises an
additional $1 billion or so a year to
tackle specific global challenges
such as tropical diseases and
influenza.

Supporters say that the current
reliance on voluntary funding from
member states and from charities
such as the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation forces the WHO to focus
on priorities set by the funders,
and makes it less able to criticise
members when things go wrong.

Top European Union donors,
including Germany, back the plan,

along with most African, South
Asian, South American and Arab
countries, three of the Furopean
officials said.

But the US government is
opposing the reform because it has
concerns about the WHO’s ability to
confront future threats, including
from China, US officials told Reuters.

It is pushing instead for the
creation of a separate fund, directly
controlled by donors, which would
finance prevention and control of
health emergencies.

Four European officials involved
in the talks, who declined to be
named because they were not
authorised to speak to the media,
confirmed the US opposition. The
US government had no immediate
comment.

The United States, the World Health
Organization’s top donor, is resisting
proposals to make the agency more
independent, four officials involved
in the talks said, raising doubts
about the Biden administration’s
long-term support for the UN
agency.

The proposal, made by the WHO’s
working group on sustainable
financing, would increase each
member state’s standing annual
contribution, according to a WHO
document published online and
dated Jan 4.

The published proposal calls
for member states’ mandatory
contributions to rise gradually from
2024 so they would account for half
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US announce naval
exercises in the Med

AFP, Washington

The United States on Friday announced large-
scale Nato naval exercises in the Mediterranean
beginning tomorrow and with the participation
of aircraft carrier USS Harry Truman, as tensions
flare with Russia, which is to hold its own
maritime maneuvers at the same time. Though
US said the “Neptune Strike 2022” has nothing
to do with Russia, the exercise however does not
appear on the list of scheduled exercises for 2022
published by Nato. The announcement came a
day after Russia announced its own all-out naval
exercises, with more than 140 warships and
about 10,000 soldiers taking part in January
and February in maneuvers that will take place
in the Atlantic, the Arctic, the Pacific and the
Mediterranean.

Mahathir
admitted to
hospital again

AFP, Kuala Lumpur
Former Malaysian prime minister Mahathir
Mohamad, 96, has been admitted to a specialist
heart hospital for the third time
in the space of a few weeks, a
spokesperson said yesterday.
Media descended on the
hospital as news spread
that Mahathir had been
admitted again, and
current Prime Minister
Ismail Sabri Yaakob also
paid him a visit. Ismail
Sabri tweeted he also met
the ex-leader’s wife and
that he hopes “Mahathir’s
family continues to stay strong”.
Mahathir is one of Malaysia’s most
dominant political figures, having
served twice as PM for a total of 24 years.

PHOTO: AFP

/0 killed as IS,
Kurds clash for
3rd day in Syria

AFP, Beirut

Fighting raged for a third day yesterday
between the Islamic State group and Kurdish
forces in Syria after IS attacked a prison
housing jihadists, in violence that has
claimed over 70 lives, a monitor said.

The assault on the Ghwayran prison in the
northern city of Hasakeh is one of IS’s most . . .
significant since its “caliphate” was declared Seél1ze V()tlng maCh]neS!
defeated in Syria nearly three years ago.

“At least 28 members of the Kurdish AFP, Washington
security forces, five civilians and 45 members SO
ol IS have been killed” in the violence, said A draft executive order written by Donald
Rami Abdel Rahman, head of the Syrian Trump’s White House in the weeks after his
Observatory for Human Rights. defeat in the 2020 election directed the nation’s

IS launched the attack on Thursday top military leader to seize voting machines,
night against the prison housing some a report said Friday. The explosive document,
3,500 suspected members of the jihadist released by the National Archives and obtained
group, including some of its leaders, said the by Politico, highlights the extreme measures
Observatory. Hundreds of jihadist inmates Trump may have been willing to take to cling to
had since been recaptured but dozens were power against the will of voters. The draft, dated
still believed to be on the loose. December 16 2020, was never signed. It is among

With the backing of US-led coalition 750-plus records turned over to the House of
aircraft, Kurdish security forces were yesterday Representatives select committee investigating
battling to retake full control of surrounding the 2021 Capitol assault after the Supreme Court
neighbourhoods. rejected Trump’s appeal to block their release.

Trump ordered to
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