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on devolution of power to 
local government.

He asked Planning 
Minister MA Mannan why 
the devolution of power to 
local government was not 
happening although it has 
been discussed over the 
years.

Rehman also questioned 
why city mayors were not 

being given more power to 
run their corporations as 
mentioned by Narayanganj 
mayor-elect Selina Hayat 
Ivy.

Mannan in reply said, 
“Devolution of power to 
local government cannot 
be achieved only by issuing 
an order. To make it 
happen, we need evolution 
and practice.”

Can Dhaka stick
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allowed to send workers 
there.

He said the number 
of recruiting agents in 
Bangladesh should expand 
from the previous 10. The 
expansion was evident in 
his letter to Imran Ahmad.

Recruiting agencies 
in Bangladesh argued it, 
saying not a single worker 
can land in Malaysia if it 
does not authorise.

Now, the question is 
-- what is the basis of 
selecting the 25 agents and 
250 sub-agents which were 
suggested by Saravanan?

Andy Hall, a migration 
researcher and activist, 
says there is no mechanism 
on assessing the quality 
of the recruiting agents 
in Bangladesh. If it was 
the case that there are 
categories of all agents 
in Bangladesh and that 
Malaysia will select the 

best 250 agents, it could 
be accepted. This is not the 
case, however.

A Bangladeshi recruiting 
agent said since the 1990s, 
Malaysia opened and 
closed its labour market 
several times, and each of 
the closures was due to 
massive irregularities and 
labour abuses.

Recent experiences 
suggest that recruitment 
cost was almost double 
when there was a 
syndicate. For example, the 
recruitment cost was on 
average Tk 2 lakh during 
2006-2009 when there 
was no syndicate, whereas 
it was Tk 350,000 to Tk 4 
lakh under a syndicated 
recruitment arrangement 
in 2016-18.

Andy Hall, a UK citizen 
researching migration to 
Malaysia, said when there 
is monopoly in business, 
workers suffer the most. 

Start online 
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and laboratories.
Special importance will 

be given on maintenance 
of assets of the institutions 
during the period, while 
regular cleaning will 
continue as before.

On March 17, 2020, 
the government shut 
down schools and other 
educational institutions 
across the country to 
contain the spread of 

Covid-19. In-person classes 
resumed partially at the 
institutions on September 
12, 2021, after the situation 
improved.

The ministries 
concerned launched TV 
education programmes 
through state-run Sangsad 
television channel for 
secondary and primary 
students. Later, they asked 
all schools to introduce 
online education.

Bail
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DIG said.
According to court 

sources, a small number of 
militant suspects, who are 
on bail, appears before the 
court during the hearing.

Banaj Kumar Majumder, 
chief of the Police Bureau 
of Investigation, said it is 
not true that all militant 
suspects return to 
extremist activities after 
securing bail.

Some suspects tried to 
return to normal life, but 
they did not have the scope, 
he said.

“Law enforcers cannot 
deal with such an issue. 
There should be an 
independent body who 
would look after this from 
the very day a suspect is 
granted bail,” said Banaj 
Kumar.

He said the body would 
assist the families and 
society in welcoming the 
suspects.

Just another
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86th birth anniversary of 
the BNP founder.

The much-talked-about 
Bill, “Appointment of Chief 
Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners 
Bill-2022”, will be placed in 
the parliament today as the 
government wants to have 
a law in this regard as per 
the Constitution.

On Monday, the Cabinet 
meeting approved the draft 
bill.

‘A BIG WARNING’

Meanwhile, Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain also 
said the 12 international 
human rights 
organisations’ letter to the 
United Nations (UN) to ban 
the Rapid Action Battalion 
(Rab) from peacekeeping 
missions, along with the US 
sanctions on the elite force 
and its former and current 
officials, are a big warning 
to the Awami League 
government.

Referring to different 
media reports, he said the 
UN has taken the rights 
bodies’ letter into its 
cognizance. 

“They (UN) will 
investigate the matter and 
take action.”

Mosharraf said the 
government is failing to 
understand how it is being 
warned internationally 
only because of its 
“arrogance of power”.

Scope for
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The idea of establishing 
a “water museum” in 
Kalapara, Patuakhali, 
came from the inclusion of 
community people in the 
discourse. The first-ever, 
community-based water 
museum in South Asia 
was established in 2014 by 
ActionAid Bangladesh in 
this regard, she said.

Dr Eriberto Eulisse, 
executive director 
of Global Network of Water 
Museums, said the Teesta 
is a symbol of change like 
other rivers. “Cooperation 
and good practices are 
needed to resolve any kind 
of water-related resource 
dispute.”

Former foreign secretary 
Shahidul Haque said, 
“There’s a need to have 
more interactions among 
international stakeholders, 
people and political leaders. 

Narratives should also 
be different considering 
climate change.”

Rahima Sultana Kajal, 
executive director at 
Association of Voluntary 
Actions for Society and 
member of General 
Assembly ActionAid 
International Bangladesh 
Society, said, “River-
centric civilisation is being 
jeopardised as a result of 
obstructing the flow of 
rivers. Due to the so-called 
development, river water 
is not being distributed 
evenly, which has resulted 
in shortage of usable water. 
The existing laws on river 
water usage are not being 
properly enforced.” 

Dr Shashwata 
Bhattacharjee, head of 
Kaunia College’s Bangla 
Department, said if a river 
dies, community people’s 
livelihoods also suffer.

Civil
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found three of their 
officials responsible for the 
incident, but they are yet to 
get punished. Contacted, 
Shipping Secretary Mezbah 
Uddin Chowdhury said they 
have started the process 
of taking departmental 
action against the officials.

Where have all
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Tar” [that allows fishers 
unobstructed access to 
waterbodies]. It is only on 
paper. We aren’t allowed to 
catch fish in government 
canals as they are occupied 
by politically influential 
people.” 

Contacted, District 

Fisheries Officer in 
Kurigram Kalipada Roy 
said, “There’s a shortage of 
fish in the Brahmaputra 
due to overfishing of 
mother fish and depletion 
of water.”  

“We are trying to help 
out the ancestral fishers,” 
he added.

Some other reason
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present, around nine crore 
jabs are in the stock.

He was  addressing 
a mask distribution 
programme in front of 
the Chattogram deputy 
commissioner’s office.

Chattogram Civil 
Surgeon Dr  Elias 
Chowdhury said people do 
not  have to pre-register 
for vaccination. They can 
just  go to their nearest 
vaccination centre with 
their NID card and  phone.
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