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“QOur goal this time was

to have the best possible
cricket. I think we can
complete this BPL without
any major problems. I hope
we can maintain this system
in the next BPL.”
BCB president

Nazmul Hassan

said in 2015 after the BPL
was rebooted following two
murky editions.
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Often mired in controversy,

BPL still sulfering an
IDENTITY CRISIS

THE BPL’S DUBIOUS
DISTINCTIONS

A} In the inaugural edition, it was announced
that Chittagong Kings would play in the
semifinals before BPL governing body, following
late-night meetings, stated that Barisal Burners,
not Chittagong, were through.

Y Mashrafe Bin Mortaza reported a potential
spot-fixing approach from a fellow cricketer

to his franchise, Dhaka Gladiators, in the first
edition of BPL.

Y The first two editions of the BPL saw repeated
complaints from players and coaching staff
regarding delays of payment.

\Y Mohammad Ashraful was handed an eight-
year ban - later reduced to five years — and
franchise Dhaka Gladiators were handed a
lifetime ban for match-fixing in the 2013 edition
of the tournament.
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Y Despite setbacks, the BPL attracted star
foreigners over the years, with the likes of Steve
Smith and David Warner playing in the 2019
edition.
A} In 2015, a match between Sylhet Superstars
and Chittagong Vikings was delayed after Sylhet
named a different eleven at the toss to the one
they eventually fielded as Ravi Bopara and Josh
Cobb’s NOCs arrived after the toss.
A In 2017, the BPL governing
body forgot to impose a
pre-tournament regulation
that a match would be
decided by a Super Over
in the playofls in case
the allotted overs were
not played due to rain.
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A Ahead of the

2020 edition, the

Bangladesh Cricket
Board announced that
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I 3.’ d Minister Group Dhaka? Which team should  these issues, the Bangladesh Cricket Board When franchises get ownership of a a leg-spinner present in the
planning ane fans pledge allegiance to? . (BCB) was able to revive the league in 2015 team, they obviously look for more than just eleven.
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s ’ - - : H of IPL finds Ravichandran Ashwin, Rishabh
tournament’s format. planning and scrapping, it was time for the . SR
governing The fact that it was at a time when T20 BPL to actually prove its standing behind the ~ Pantand Igha_n Kishan to the Indian side.
bod cricket was at the peak of its popularity also  IPL, a statement that has often been uttered _Even this year, the BPL started with
ody. helped the cause. by the tournament’s governing bodly. glitches and the upsurge in Covid 19-
But despite all the razzmatazz, the BPL For that, the BPL needed to tick the other ~ related issues pose further Challenge:&
has been mired in controversy since the boxes besides just timely payments and Come January 21, the next 29 days will
beginning. From players and staff payment creating a platform for local players to share ~ surely l?e a testing perlqd TOF' t.he BPL'
issues, a lack of planning, a failure to form a dressing room with stars. It needed to governing body. Will this edition be riddled
a specific set of rules for smooth operation ensure more profitability for franchisees and, with controversy or will the BPL finally take
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have over 200 board after the first edition of the BPL and the same oround each vear. But we have over
days of cricket what we faced most were non-payment issues. grou year. )
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or Sylhet. got the money. Then we went for a settlement of 23 VEr vl el e L & e e We have to increase franchise fees. The board’s  jy (he middle and non payment issues have
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