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Dr Shanthi, 
Dr Mahbub 
new medical 
services 
directors
CITY DESK

Dr Shanthi Bansal has 
joined United Hospital as 
director of medical services 
from January 2022, said a 
press release.

Bansal has completed 
her MBBS degree and MD 
in Anesthesiology from 
AP Singh University, Rewa 
respectively in 1991 and 
1994. She obtained MBA 
in healthcare services 
from Sikkim Manipal 
University in 2013 and 
also accomplished her 
post graduate diploma 
in hospital and health 
management from Indira 
Gandhi National Open 
University. Dr Bansal 
replaced Dr Mahbub Uddin 
Ahmed, who will take a 
new role as the director of 
medical services at United 
Group’s holding company 
of healthcare division, 
United Healthcare Services 
Limited. Dr Mahbub joined 
United Hospital as chief of 
clinical services in 2012. 

Military
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“The more communication, 
the less becomes the 
communication gap. The 
less communication gap, 
the better it will be for us to 
work,” he said. Responding 
to a question about his role 
in the electoral field, the 
army chief said, “Our first 
responsibility is to protect 
the country’s sovereignty.”

“In addition to that, 
we carry out nation 
building activities in aid 
to civil power. We assist 
law enforcement too,” he 
added.

“Whenever the civilian 
administration thinks that 
the army can stand by their 
side under the direction of 
the government, we will 
respond to their call and of 
course we will be by their 
side to fulfil our duty,” he 
said.

It’s them, not us!
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to dig worms in this regard, 
bigger snakes will come 
out.”

He said, “Our 
government has embassies 
in every country, it has 
offices of the Permanent 
Representative to the 
United Nations. What are 
those for? They were tasked 

to inform those countries 
about the events in 
Bangladesh and to explain 
them.”

“Why should the 
government or a 
government party hire a 
lobbyist there? Despite 
having an embassy,   it is 
unethical to hire a lobbyist 
spending public money.”

Farewell, Qazida
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Prominent singer Sabina 
Yasmin, also Anwar’s sister-
in-law, paid homage to the 
author and spent some 
time with the bereaved 
family members.

“My father was a 
warrior,” said Anwar’s son 
Qazi Shahnoor Husain. 
Shahnoor said his father 
was courageous but liked to 
live a quiet life, surrounded 
by his family.

Anwar’s daughter-in-
law Masuma Maymur said 
books of his most popular 
series “Masud Rana” 
and “Kuasha” have been 
published for 43 years.

In recent years, Anwar 

drew flak after Bangladesh 
Copyright Office granted 
the copyrights for many 
“Masud Rana” and 
“Kuasha” books to their 
ghost writer Sheikh Abdul 
Hakim in June 2020.

However, Maymur said 
Sheikh Abdul Hakim 
claimed himself to be 
the author of the books, 
adding that the issue was 
unresolved.

Anwar’s cousin Quazi 
Rownaq Hossain said the 
state has not given Anwar 
his due recognition. He 
inspired the country’s 
youths to read books, 
which helped them stay 
away from trouble, he said.

Know your 
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disorders, such as 
constipation, gastritis, and 
ulcerative colitis. 

It has antibacterial, 
antifungal, and 
antimicrobial properties. 
Moringa extracts may help 
combat infections caused 
by Salmonella, Rhizopus, 
and E. coli.

Moringa is thought 
to be helpful in treating 

depression, anxiety, and 
fatigue.

Extract of moringa may 
help wounds close and 
reduce the appearance of 
scars. However, only a few 
of its many reputed health 
benefits have been studied 
scientifically. It is also not 
meant to replace medical 
treatments. Too much 
intake of moringa should 
be avoided.

Won’t back down
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Meanwhile, 25 citizens 
of Sylhet gave a joint 
statement yesterday, 
condemning the situation 
and expressing solidarity 
with the students’ demand.

Planning Minister MA 
Mannan at a programme 
in Sylhet yesterday said, 
“Students at this age 
are always agitated, and 
they cannot tolerate any 
decision imposed on 
them. The situation must 
be handled by convincing 
them in a controlled 
manner and with patience.”

On Thursday, students 

of Begum Sirajunnesa 
Chowdhury Hall launched a 
protest after Provost Zafrin 
Ahmed Liza reportedly 
misbehaved with a student, 
who called her to report 
mismanagement at the 
dormitory.

Students started 
demanding the VC’s 
resignation after over 30 
students were injured, as 
police entered the campus 
and used truncheons, 
rubber bullets and sound 
grenades on Sunday 
evening to take the VC, who 
was confined at his office, 
away.
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Dipali Sarkar 
no more
CITY DESK

Dipali Sarkar passed away 
on Wednesday night. she 
was 79, said a press release.

Family sources said she 
suffered a brain stroke 
on January 17 morning. 
Since then, she had been 
undergoing treatment at a 
city hospital. 

She was cremated 
yesterday morning at 
Bangalpara village in 
Austogram upazila, 
Kishoreganj.

She ran a library and 
was known for her love.

Austogram upazila 
administration awarded 
her Joyeeta Award in the 
category of “successful 
mother” in 2018. Dipali 
Sarkar, mother of 
journalist Tarun Sarkar, 
left behind four sons and a 
daughter.

News cannot be broadcast  
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and likewise, newspapers 
should not broadcast news. 
TV channels’ online portals 
also must obtain approval.”

He called upon all 
to follow the rules and 
regulations when running 
IPTV services, YouTube 
channels, and online 
portals.

The minister also warned 
that if anyone broke the 
rules, legal action would be 
taken.

“Free flow of information 
is important to our 
government. Plenty of new 
private television channels 
have emerged over the 
years. The journey of private 
televisions in Bangladesh 
started through Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina,” he 
said.

“A lot of television 
stations have online portals. 
Some of the applications 
have been approved. Some of 
them are yet to be approved. 
Our goal is to provide 
accurate information to 
people and to ensure free 
flow of information, which 
is a prerequisite for a 
democratic society,” Hasan 
added.

Asked, Additional 
Secretary to the information 
and broadcasting ministry 
Md Mizan Ul Alam, told The 
Daily Star that according 
to the amended National 

Online Mass Media 
Policy-2020, IPTVs were not 
allowed to broadcast any 
news items or talk show.

He also said YouTube 
channels were also not 
allowed to air any news 
items or talk shows.

Asked whether any 
newspaper via its registered 
website or its YouTube 
channel could air any news 
item or talk shows, he said 
newspapers were given 
registration for online on 
condition that they would 
publish their printed items 
online.

He, however, said if any 
newspaper wanted to do 
so, it would have to get a 
separate approval.

“Since the policy 
does not allow this now, 
newspapers will not be able 
to broadcast any talk show 
or news items through 
YouTube channels as this 
will invade the field of the 
others,” he added.

After his meeting with 
the DCs, the information 
minister said, “If we look 
at the statistics of the last 
seven to eight years, we can 
see that almost all rumours 
and motivated propaganda 
were spread through social 
media.” 

The spread of misleading 
news through social media 
creates instability in the 
country, he added.


