DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 20, 2022
MAGH 6, 1428 BS

@he Baily Star B O O I< S
BOOK NEWS

UPL launches Samuel
Jatle’s book on US

‘A feautifully writha, peignsnt

erplatatias af faril art, avltore, I
iyt ant g oA be® "

SWIMMING

BOOK REVIEW: FICTION

COLLAGE: MAISHA SYEDA

Ol music, migration,
Mao Zedong's

China, and more

grassroots activism
in the Bangladesh
Liberation War

MAISHA SYEDA

In a live YouTube broadcast, The University Press
Limited (UPL) launched their book, An Internal
Matter: The U.S., Grassroots Activism and the
Creation of Bangladesh, written by Samuel Jaffe,
at 7 PM on Saturday, January 15, 2022.

An independent scholar based in New Zealand,
Jaffe has a dual MA/MSc in International and
World History from Columbia University and
the London School of Economics, where his
research interests focus on the international
responses to Bangladesh’s Liberation War. An
Internal Matter draws upon his graduate research
on archival records, interviews, and activities of
pro-Bangladesh grassroots organisations who
advocated for the country’s independence in 1971.
Contrary to the common focus on diplomatic
figures, Jaffe’s narrative of the war highlights the
contribution of ordinary people—{rom Dhaka
and Manpura to those based in the United States
and in the congress—who challenged the Nixon
administration’s pro-Pakistan stance.

In her opening remarks, Mahrukh Mohiuddin
stated that the publication of Jaffe’s book aids
UPL’s attempt to bring back “a fresh start for
many accounts of the Liberation War that had
been lost or gone out of print for some time”.

A number of notable panelists graced the
book launch—Dr Shamsul Bari, former Director
of the United Nations (UNHCR); Katherine
Dunham, Adjunct Associate Professor of

Columbia University Graduate
School of Architecture, Planning

_——="" | and Preservation (GSAPP); Abul

Hasan Chowdhury, former State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Bangladesh; Dr A Qayuum
Khan, freedom fighter and
former Managing Director of
Bureau Veritas Bangladesh;
Julian Francis, Independent
Development Consultant; and
independent scholar and the
author of the book himself,
Samuel Jaffe; along with
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