
A supporter holds a ‘Trump Won’ sign at a rally by former President Donald Trump at the Canyon Moon Ranch festival grounds in Florence, Arizona, US, on Saturday. Trump 
delivered a crowd-pleasing speech to thousands of adoring supporters in Arizona Saturday, insisting yet again that he won the 2020 US presidential election. PHOTO: AFP
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Taliban dismiss 
3,000 members
AFP, Kabul

The Taliban have dismissed about 3,000 
members accused of abusive practices from its 
hardline Islamist movement in a widespread 
“vetting process” launched since coming to 
power, an official said Saturday. The Taliban took 
back control of Afghanistan in August after a 
20-year insurgency against former US-backed 
governments and Nato foreign forces. Promising a 
softer rule to their 1996-2001 regime, the Taliban 
government launched a commission to identify 
members who were flouting the movement’s 
regulations. “They were giving a bad name to 
the Islamic Emirate. They were removed in this 
vetting process so that we can build a clean 
army and police force in the future,” the head 
of the panel Latifullah Hakimi in the defence 
ministry told AFP. So far about 2,840 members 
had been dismissed, he said. “They were involved 
in corruption, drugs and were intruding in 
people’s private lives. Some also had links with 
Daesh,” Hakimi said, using the Arabic acronym 
for the Islamic State group. Taliban fighters have 
been accused by rights groups of extrajudicial 
killings of former security force members, despite 
an order from the movement’s supreme leader 
Hibatullah Akhundzada of an amnesty.

Ukraine says 
Russia behind 
cyberattack
AFP, Kyiv

Ukraine yesterday said it had “evidence” Russia 
was behind a massive cyberattack that knocked 
out key government websites this past week, 
while Microsoft warned the hack could be far 
worse than first thought. Tensions are at an 
all-time high between Ukraine and Russia, 
which Kyiv accuses of having massed troops on 
its border ahead of a possible invasion. Some 
analysts fear the cyberattack could be the prelude 
to a military attack. On Friday, Washington also 
accused Russia of sending saboteurs trained in 
explosives to stage an incident that could be the 
pretext to invade its pro-Western neighbour. 
“All the evidence points to Russia being 
behind the cyberattack,” the Ukrainian digital 
transformation ministry said in a statement. 
“Moscow is continuing to wage a hybrid war.” 
The Kremlin rejected the claims

HOSTAGE DRAMA AT TEXAS SYNAGOGUE

4 freed, suspect dead
AFP, Colleyville

All four people taken hostage in a 
more than 10-hour standoff at a 
Texas synagogue have been freed 
unharmed, police said late Saturday, 
and their suspected captor is dead.

The siege in the small Texas 
town of Colleyville -- in which the 
suspect was apparently demanding 
the release of a convicted terrorist 
-- had sparked an outpouring of 
concern from Jewish organizations 
in the United States and the Israeli 
government.

Colleyville police chief Michael 
Miller told a news conference 
a “rescue team breached the 
synagogue” on Saturday evening and 
rescued three remaining hostages -- 
all adults -- being held inside. A first 
hostage had been released unharmed 
a few hours earlier.

“The suspect is deceased,” Miller 
told reporters.

FBI Dallas Special Agent Matt 
DeSarno said the four hostages did 
not need medical attention.

There were reports from 

journalists at the scene of a loud 
explosion and gunshots at the 
synagogue shortly before the press 
conference. That was more than 10 
hours after police were alerted to 
the emergency at the Congregation 
Beth Israel in Colleyville, about 40 
kilometers west of Dallas.

Quoting a US official briefed on 
the matter, ABC reported the man 
was demanding the release of Aafia 
Siddiqui -- a Pakistani scientist who 
in 2010 was sentenced by a New York 
court to 86 years in prison for the 
attempted murder of US officers in 
Afghanistan. She is currently being 
held at a prison in Fort Worth, Texas.

ABC initially said the man claimed 
to be Siddiqui’s brother, but later 
clarified her brother is in Houston 
-- while experts said the word the man 
used in Arabic was more figurative 
and meant “sister” in the Islamic faith.

Siddiqui’s lawyer said she “has 
absolutely no involvement” in the 
hostage situation in a statement to 
CNN. The lawyer confirmed that the 
man was not Siddiqui’s brother and 
said she condemned his actions.

MYANMAR PEACE PROCESS

Suu Kyi must be involved: Manila
Monks flee temples in eastern part of the country amid intense fighting

AGENCIES

Deposed Myanmar leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi is “indispensable” in restoring 
democracy to the military-ruled country 
and must be included in any peace 
talks, regardless of her conviction, the 
Philippines’ foreign minister said yesterday.

In a strong rebuke of the Myanmar junta 
that overthrew Suu Kyi’s elected government 
last year, Teodoro Locsin condemned last 
week’s sentencing of the Nobel laureate and 
accused the military of using the judicial 
system to crush its opponents.

“I am deeply concerned about the 
suffering of the civilian population,” 
Locsin said in a statement. “We also call 
on the military leadership to participate 
in an inclusive dialogue and resume the 
democratic transition process.”

His statement comes as Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) members 
turn up the heat on the Myanmar military 
after a turbulent end to 2021, during 
which junta boss Min Aung Hlaing was 
excluded from a leaders’ summit for failure 
to honour commitments to an Asean-led 
peace plan.

Locsin said dialogue would be 
meaningless without Suu Kyi. She has been 
sentenced to six years so far in an ongoing 
featuring more than a dozen cases, from 
corruption to official secrets violations, 
which she denies.

“Aung San Suu Kyi must be there, 
despite her conviction. The armed forces of 
Myanmar have nothing to fear, and much 
to gain, from the democracy it introduced 
to Myanmar,” he said.

Meanwhile, hundreds of Buddhist 
monks fled two major towns in Myanmar, 
a witness said yesterday, among thousands 

recently displaced by intense fighting 
between the military and rebel groups 
opposed to last year’s coup.

Loikaw town -- in eastern Myanmar’s 
Kayah state -- saw intense fighting last 
week and the United Nations estimates 
that almost 90,000 people have fled, with 
local NGO’s placing that figure far higher at 
170,000.

“It was impossible for us to stay there,” 
said one Buddhist monk, adding around 
30 monasteries were fleeing -- an unusual 
sight in a nation where they are revered and 
temples are considered safe havens.

The monk said that 12 monasteries in 
nearby Demoso town had also emptied.

In Loikaw rebel fighters have taken over 
churches and homes, a policeman -- who 
asked for anonymity -- said, adding they 
had also attacked a jail. Both Demoso and 
Loikaw are rebel strongholds.

UK PM ‘broke 
the law’, says
Labour chief
AFP, London

Britain’s main opposition 
leader on Sunday accused 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson of breaking 
the law after a bruising 
series of revelations about 
lockdown-breaching 
parties.

In the latest, 
Johnson’s wife Carrie 
was photographed on the 
front page of the Sunday 
Telegraph newspaper 
embracing a friend at a 
September 2020 party, 
in apparent violation of 
the then rules on social 
distancing.

At least six lawmakers 
in Johnson’s Conservative 
party have now called 
publicly for him to quit, 
while others say they are 
awaiting the findings of an 
internal inquiry by senior 
civil servant Sue Gray.

Labour leader Keir 
Starmer, who is enjoying 
an opinion poll surge on 
the back of the Downing 
Street “partygate” 
allegations, said the facts 
were already clear.

“I think he broke the 
law. I think he’s as good 
as admitted that he broke 
the law,” Starmer told BBC 
television. Gray only has 
the remit to establish the 
facts, he added, calling for 
the police to look into a 
possible criminal inquiry 
once her report is out.

“The prime minister 
has degraded the office of 
prime minister and he has 
lost full authority not only 
in his own party, but in the 
country,” Starmer said.

After weeks of denials 
and stonewalling, Johnson 
this week apologised in 
parliament for at least one 
boozy event organised by 
his staff which he attended 
in May 2020, when 
Britons were banned from 
socialising.

Paramedics prepare to put a body of a dead man into a body bag at the scene of an explosion Mogadishu, Somalia, 
yesterday. A Somali government spokesman was wounded in the attack by the Al-Shabaab jihadist group, though 
his wounds are “not serious,” the prime minister’s office said. The attacker was killed.  PHOTO: REUTERS


