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Three killed 
FROM PAGE 12

Mofizul early in the 
morning.

Both of them claimed 
that it was a planned 
murder. But they could not 
give any clue about who 
were behind the killings.

Know your deshi  superfoods
FROM PAGE 12

treat head lice in children. 
Neem can help heal 

wounds as well and may also 
prevent septic infections.

Neem oil is believed 
to relieve skin dryness, 
itchiness and redness. It 
also prevents pimples and 
skin blemishes.

Over 140 diverse active 
compounds have been 
found in various parts of 
the plant. These active 
compounds are responsible 
for its antioxidant, 
antimicrobial, antiparasitic, 
a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y , 
antidiabetic, and wound-
healing properties.

The mechanisms 
behind neem’s medicinal 
properties are not entirely 
clear, and research into this 
plant is ongoing.

Too much use can be 
harmful and it must be 
remembered that neem 
is not a replacement for 
medical treatment.

Police foil
FROM PAGE 3

ASK, in a statement 
signed by its executive 
director Monowar Kamal, 
demanded that the 
authorities identify the 
culprits -- disregarding 
their political identity -- 
and take proper steps after 
a fair investigation.

The rights group 
also demanded that the 
authorities concerned 
make public the steps they 
would take against those 
involved.

On Wednesday, a group 
of BCL members allegedly 
vandalised the stage of a 
Qawwali event and attacked 
the organisers and students 
of the university.  

6 members
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Mizanur Rahman (53) 
were shown arrested in the 
murder case.

Police said Abul Kalam 
is an accused in bank and 
jewellery shop robbery 
cases. The criminals got 
acquainted with each other 
in jail and formed the gang.

Shamsul Alam, 
additional commissioner 
(crime and operation) of 
Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police, said, “The gang 
used to take people in 
a microbus on highway. 
They later snatched their 
valuables and left them in 
different areas.”

NGOs faced pressure
FROM PAGE 12

The challenges pertained 
to fund-raising (69.4 
percent), reaching remote 
areas (40.8 percent), 
getting the cooperation of 
local public representatives 
(24.5 percent), and political 
interference or influence of 
the locally powerful (18.4 
percent).

Despite multifaceted 

challenges, especially in 
fund-raising, the NGOs 
played a “praiseworthy and 
proactive” role in Covid-19 
response, said TIB Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman.

Apart from some 
exceptions, overall, the 
NGOs by practising 
integrity kept themselves 
away from irregularities 
and corruption and played a 

proactive role on their own 
and as an auxiliary force to 
the government, he said.

During the pandemic, 
microcredit organisations 
faced relatively more 
financial constraints due to 
the shrinking microcredit 
activities. Among the 
surveyed NGOs, 54 percent 
are involved in microcredit 
activities.
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Critics,  journos
FROM PAGE 1

 “Authorities cracked down 
on critics, journalists, and 
even children who criticized 
the government or dared to 
question its response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic,” reads 
the report that was released 
yesterday. 

Bangladesh security 
forces continue to commit 
enforced disappearances 
and extrajudicial killings 
with impunity, it added. 

“Relatives of some of 
those forcibly disappeared 
said that police refused 
to accept any complaint 
that included allegations 
against law enforcement, 
and that some families 
faced threats and 
harassment,” mentioned 
the report. 

It also read that the 
government denied 
the findings of a report 
after HRW released it in 
August 2021 documenting 
enforced disappearances 
by “Bangladesh security 

forces” under the Awami 
League-led government 
between 2009 and 2020. 

Officials also denied 
the allegations made 
during a briefing held by 
the Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Commission of the 
United States House of 
Representatives. 

In the 752-page “World 
Report 2022”, its 32nd 
edition, the HRW reviews 
human rights practices in 
nearly 100 countries. 

“The first goal of most 
autocrats is to chip away at 
the checks and balances on 
their authority. Democracy 
worthy of its name 
requires not only periodic 
elections but also free 
public debate, a healthy 
civil society, competitive 
political parties, and an 
independent judiciary 
capable of defending 
individual rights and 
holding officials to the rule 
of law,” said HRW Executive 
Director Kenneth Roth in 
his keynote. 

Referring to the death 
of writer Mushtaq Ahmed 
in jail and torture of 
cartoonist Ahmed Kabir 
Kishore in detention, the 
report mentioned that 
the law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies 
in Bangladesh, as well 
as police and soldiers 
seconded into the Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab), 
were credibly accused of 
torture and ill-treatment of 
detainees and suspects. 
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