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Kim urges more 
‘military muscle’
REUTERS, Seoul

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for 
boosting the country’s strategic military forces as 
he observed the test of a hypersonic missile, state 
media said yesterday, officially attending a missile 
launch for the first time in nearly two years.

On Tuesday authorities in South Korea and 
Japan detected the suspected launch, which drew 
condemnation by authorities around the world. 

The second test of a “hypersonic missile” in 
less than a week underscored Kim’s New Year’s 
vow to bolster the military with cutting-edge 
technology at a time when talks with South Korea 
and the United States have stalled.

After watching the test, Kim urged scientists 
to “further accelerate the efforts to steadily build 
up the country’s strategic military muscle both in 
quality and quantity and further modernise the 
army,” KCNA news agency reported.

Music-loving Pope 
visits record store
AFP, Rome

Pope Francis, a lover of classical music, made a 
surprise visit to a Rome record store to bless the 
premises -- and picked up some vinyl while he was 
there.

The 85-year-old pontiff slipped into 
Stereosound, located near the Pantheon, on 
Tuesday evening to bless the shop after its recent 
renovation, a Vatican source told AFP.

The owners of the store are longtime friends of 
the Argentine pontiff, who has previously spoken 
of the power of music.  He left with a 33 RPM 
record of classical music, a gift presented by the 
owner’s daughter, according to Vatican News.

A small crowd gathered outside the shop while 
he was inside, for around 10 minutes, but he 
made no public comments as he got into a white 
Fiat 500L and was driven away.

DISPUTED BORDER WITH BHUTAN

China building 
structures
REUTERS, New Delhi

China has accelerated settlement-building along 
its disputed border with Bhutan, with more than 
200 structures, including two-storey buildings, 
under construction in six locations, according to 
satellite image analysis conducted for Reuters.

The images and analysis supplied to Reuters 
by US data analytics firm HawkEye 360 provide 
a detailed look into China’s recent construction 
along its frontier with Bhutan. 

Construction-related activity in some of the 
locations along Bhutan’s western border has been 
under way since early 2020, with China initially 
building tracks and clearing out areas, based 
on material provided by satellite imagery firms 
Capella Space and Planet Labs.

‘No ultimatums’
Russia sets out security demands at Nato meeting

REUTERS, Brussels

Russia laid out its demands for security 
guarantees in Europe to Nato’s 30 allies yesterday 
but insisted they were not ultimatums following 
intense talks with the United States in Geneva that 
failed to break the deadlock.

Nato Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
received Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alexander Grushko at allied headquarters to try to 
defuse the worst East-West tensions since the Cold 
War over Russia massing troops near its border 
with Ukraine.

Moscow has dismissed concerns expressed by 
the United States that it may be planning to invade 
its neighbour and Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said live-fire exercises on the Ukraine 
border on Tuesday were not linked to the Nato 
talks.

“We are not negotiating from a position of 
strength; there is not, and nor can there be, any 
place for ultimatums here,” he said in Moscow as 
the talks were getting underway in Brussels.

But he said pan-European security was at a 
critical point and the West needed to respond to 
Russia’s concerns about Nato activities in former 
communist countries it sees as its backyard.

Nato allies say the talks, the highest-profile 

attempt at the alliance to turn a potential conflict 
over Ukraine into a political process, are taking 
place because of Russian aggression, not the other 
way around.

“Let’s be clear: Russian actions have 
precipitated this crisis. We are committed to using 
diplomacy to de-escalate the situation,” US envoy 
to Nato Julianne Smith told reporters on Tuesday 
evening.

“We want to see ... Russia pulling back its 
forces,” she said of the 100,000 troops stationed 
near Ukraine.

Nato diplomats say the Western alliance would 
consider it a success if Russia agreed to hold 
further talks. Allies are ready to negotiate with 
Moscow on increasing openness around military 
drills and to avoid accidental clashes that could 
spark conflict, as well as arms control regarding 
missiles in Europe.

But the Nato allies say that many of Russia’s 
demands, laid out in two draft treaties in 
December, are unacceptable, including calls to 
scale back the alliance’s activities to 1990s era 
levels and promising not to take in new members.

Bridling at Nato’s expansion eastward into 
its old Soviet sphere of influence, the Kremlin 
sees the US-led alliance’s deterrents and military 
modernisation as a threat.

‘The party’s over’
Labour says to UK PM as 
Johnson apologises

REUTERS, London

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday 
apologised for attending a “bring your own booze” 
gathering at his official residence during the first 
coronavirus lockdown as opponents said he had to 
resign.

Leader of the main opposition Labour party Keir 
Starmer said Johnson must now resign and that the 
public thought he was a liar.

“The party’s over prime minister,” Starmer told him. 
“The only question is: will the British public kick him 
out? Will his party kick him out? Or will he do the decent 
thing and resign?”

Johnson admitted for the first time he had attended 
the party at Downing Street on May 20, 2020, when 
social gatherings were limited to a bare minimum and 
said he understood the anger that the revelations had 
caused.

“I know the rage they feel with me over the 
government I lead when they think that in Downing 
Street itself the rules are not being properly followed by 
the people who make the rules,” an ashen-faced Johnson 
told parliament.

Johnson, who won a landslide 2019 election victory 
on a promise to secure Britain’s exit from the European 
Union, said he regretted his action and had thought the 
gathering was a work event.

Civilians carry the dead body of a man killed from the scene of an explosion in the Hamarweyne district of Mogadishu, Somalia, yesterday. Several people were killed in 
the suicide car bomb blast, which was claimed by the Al-Shabaab jihadist group. It took place only days after Somali leaders had agreed on a new timetable for long-
delayed elections in the troubled Horn of Africa country. PHOTO: REUTERS


