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Every winter, Karnaphuli riverbank buzzes with workers, as it’s the season to construct large fishing trawlers in the region. A vessel like this one, which is being built by a 
team near Rajarkhali canal, generally costs around Tk 1 crore and takes three months to build, according to workers. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Schoolboy 
among 4 killed 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and 11 injured in road 
accidents in two districts during the last two days, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Lalmonirhat, a schoolboy and his uncle 
were killed, and the child’s father was injured as a 
truck hit their motorcycle yesterday.

The accident took place around 9:00am on 
Lalmonirhat-Burimari highway in RDRS office 
area of   Hatibandha upazila, said police.

Seven-year-old Abdullah Bin Nayeem was a 
nursery student of a local kindergarten. He along 
with his father and uncle was going to his school, 
said Hatibandha Police Station OC Ershadul 
Alam. Nayeem died on the spot and his uncle 
Imran Ali at Rangpur Medical College Hospital.

Nayeem’s father Faruk Hossain sustained 
minor injuries. The truck driver was arrested, and 
his vehicle was seized from the spot, the OC said.

In Narayanganj, at least two people were killed 
and 10 injured as a truck collided with a human 
haulier in Araihazar upazila on Tuesday night.

The accident occurred around 10:00pm on 
Dhaka-Araihazar road in Binairchar area.

The deceased are Hajera (30) and Nasima (20) 
from the upazila, said Araihazar Police Station 
OC Anisur Rahman. Of the injured, four were 
sent to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

He said around 10-12 workers were returning 
home from their workplace on the human 
haulier. Locals rescued the victims and took them 
to a hospital, where the doctors declared Hajera 
and Nasima dead. 

There is no alternative to following health 
guidelines strictly, until the situation 

improves. Vaccines are a must to tackle the 
pandemic.

Dr Abdur Rob, head of Covid ward at Ctg General Hospital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Ten BNP activists sustained minor injuries as a 
portion of a rally stage in CDA Residential Area Field 
in Chattogram broke down all of a sudden while they 
were delivering speeches yesterday.

The injured have been given primary treatment. 
According to the information provided by sources 

in BNP, a portion of the stage broke down as people 
getting on the stage exceeded its capacity. 

BNP Chattogram south district unit organised the 
rally as part of the centrally declared programme, 
demanding better treatment of Khaleda Zia abroad.

BNP’s central standing committee member Ameer 
Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury was present as the chief 
guest at the event where Jainal Abedin Faruk, adviser 
to the BNP chairperson, and Mahbubur Rahman 
Shamim, BNP’s central organising secretary, spoke 
among others.

Khasru, in his speech, said BNP programmes 
could not be foiled by imposing section 144.

“Gone are the days when we would ask the police 
for permission to hold our programmes,” he added. 

People in the country are united now in their 
demand that the government step down, said 
Khasru.   

10 BNP men hurt 
as rally stage 
breaks down
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UP ELECTION

Moslem 
Uddin denies 
‘nomination 
trade’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League lawmaker 
Moslem Uddin Ahmed 
yesterday said he was not 
involved in “nomination 
trade” centring union 
parishad election.

Moslem, president 
of AL Chattogram 
south district unit and 
MP of Chattogram-8 
constituency, was 
addressing a press 
conference at Chattogram 
Press Club.
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Covid positivity rate jumps 
to 12.4pc in Ctg

Highest in 4 months; experts call for strict measures
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The Covid-19 infection rate in Chattogram 
hit almost 13 percent yesterday, the first 
time after four months.

A total of 222 cases were detected 
after testing 1,790 samples in 24 hours 
till 12:00am, putting the positivity rate at 
12.40 percent.

The infection rate was nine percent 
on Tuesday and 5.85 percent on Monday. 
Yesterday’s rate was the highest in four 
months. The district witnessed a similar 
rate on August 31.

A total of 174 positive samples were from 
the city and 48 from different upazilas, 

said Dr Elias Chowdhury, civil surgeon of 
Chattogram.

No patient died yesterday, but according 
to experts, after the capital, the port city 
is becoming a Covid-19 hotspot in the 
country.

The situation has been getting worse 
since last week. Just 35 cases were detected 
in the district on January 4, with a 
positivity rate of 2.07 percent, said sources 
in Chattogram Civil Surgeon office.

With cases increasing daily, the rush 
of patients is also increasing at hospitals. 
For example, the number of daily patients 
admitted to Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital’s Covid ward was hovering from 

10 to 12 last week, whereas it increased to 
60 yesterday, said CMCH Director Brig Gen 
Shamim Ahsan. 

However, the death rate is low; three 
deaths were reported against 953 positive 
cases from January 4 till yesterday.

Experts warned that if the infection rate 
keeps increasing, the death rate would also 
increase. They emphasised ensuring strict 
health guidelines.

Public health expert Prof Shakeel 
Ahmed, head of Bangladesh Institute of 
Tropical and Infectious Diseases laboratory 
thinks the Omicron variant is responsible 
for the recent rise of infection rate.
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6 brick kilns 
demolished, 
fined Tk 62 lakh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A mobile court of Department of Environment 
(DoE) yesterday demolished six illegal brick kilns 
in Savar for polluting the environment. The brick 
kiln owners were also fined a total of Tk 62 lakh.

The court led by DoE executive magistrate 
Kazi Tamjid Ahmed conducted the drive at 
Namagenda and Birulia. M/S Eklas Brick Kiln 
was fined Tk 20 lakh, Firoz Brick Kiln Tk 6 lakh, 
M/S Madhumati and Karnaphully brick kilns Tk 
5 lakh each, Mahim Brick Kiln Tk 20 lakh and 
Ripan Brick Kiln Tk 6 lakh, he said.

“We will continue our drives,” he added.
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