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A massive surge
round the corner

Health minister sounds the alarm
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid a surge in Covid cases, Health Minister Zahid Maleque yesterday
warned that the situation was set to turn grim, putting a strain on the
country’s healthcare system.

There will be a massive spike in daily cases and deaths in the coming
days, he said, citing analyses of the current transmission trend.

“If the situation worsens and we have 40,000 or one lakh patients,
where will we treat them?” he asked.

Hospitals across the country have around 20,000 beds in total for
Covid patients, he said, urging all to strictly follow the health rules in
order to avert a disaster.

# DATE CONFIRMED CASES  POSITIVITY RATE

Jan6 1,140 5%
B Jan7 1,146 6%
Jan8 1,116 6%
Jan9 1,491 7%
# Jan 10 2,231 9%
Jan11 2,458 9%

Jan 12 2,916 11.68%

Around 1,300 Covid patients were admitted to hospitals as of
yesterday, shows DGHS data.

“Patients have already started coming to hospitals. We will see a
massive spike in the number of patients over the next five to seven days.
It will put pressure on doctors and nurses. People will struggle to get
beds and the death rate will also go up.”

The minister was speaking at an event in the capital’s Bangladesh
College of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS).

The DGHS reported 2,916 new cases and four deaths in 24 hours till
8:00am yesterday. The positivity rate jumped to 11.68 percent from 2.43
percent on January 1.

Health officials said the transmission rate would be much higher
than reported and urged everybody to wear masks outdoors, maintain
physical distance, and more importantly, get vaccinated as soon as
possible.

Otherwise, the situation might slip out of hand, they warned.

At an online briefing yesterday, DGHS spokesperson Prof Robed
Amin said, “Many [infected patients| are not getting tested. If they did,
the number of daily cases would be much higher.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Mask wearing is the exception rather than the norm while social distancing is ignored altogether at a roadside
winter wear market in the capital’s Gulistan. As the Govid-19 infection rate surges, such disregard for health
guidelines could weaken the country’s fight against the pandemic. The photo was taken on Tuesday.

JAN 16 NCC POLLS

Voters fear chaos,
CEC pledges [airness

Ivy, Taimur believe polling will be peaceful

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA AND
SANAD SAHA

With the Narayanganj city polls only two
days away, voters fear there may be chaos
on clection day over taking control of
polling centres by supporters of some
ward councillor candidates.

However, two heavyweight mayor
candidates — Selina Hayat Ivy and Taimur

Alam Khandakar -- hope the voting will be
held peacefully on Sunday.

A total of 148 councillor hopefuls are
contesting polls in 27 wards of Narayanganj City
Corporation while 34 women are running for nine
reserved seats of women councillors.

Meanwhile, Chief Election Commissioner KM Nurul
Huda yesterday said Sunday’s election would be held
in a free and fair manner as polls officials and the local
administration were working sincerely.

He urged the presiding officers not to allow any
voter in polling centres without wearing mask and to

would be chaos centring the councillor
clections. Supporters of a candidate are
already intimidating voters into casting
ballots for their councillor hopeful,” he added.

Raihan Hossain, a voter in ward-1, said supporters
of Omar Farooq and Mahmudur Rahman, two major
councillor hopefuls in the ward, have clashed several
times since the allocation of electoral symbols among
the candidates on December 28.

“There are fears such a rivalry would lead to chaos
on polling day,”
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Students of Shaheed Ramiz Uddin Cantonment College walk through the underpass next to the school on the capital’s
Airport Road after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina virtually inaugurated the walkway yesterday. In July 2018, two
students of the school, Dia Khanam Mim and Abdul Karim, were Killed on the spot when a bus ploughed into a crowd.

RHD ROAD SAFETY DIVISION

Dropped when needed most?

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY
At a time when there’s a heightened public
concern over traffic deaths and safety, the
Road Safety Division of the RHD may soon
cease (o exist.
And it may happen despite a proposal
from the RHD to rather expand and
strengthen it, considering how reckless
driving and violations of traffic rules are
claiming lives every day throughout the country.
The division was formed under the Roads and
Highways Department to deal with issues related to road
safety. Currently, an executive engineer is at its helm.
In a proposal sent to the public administration

ministry in early 2020, the RHD suggested that
the division be expanded into a circle under a
new wing. It also proposed several changes
in the existing organogram with additional
manpower.
In October last year, the ministry
partially approved some of the changes but
did not give its nod to the new wing.
This means that once the new
organogram comes into force, the road safety
division will cease to exist and the RHD would
not have any dedicated manpower to take road
safety measures like conducting audits, investigating
accidents or taking corrective steps.
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Assign staff to
help students
cross roads
PM asks schools

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday said
educational institutions up
to higher secondary level
must assign their own staff
to make sure their students
cross roads safely.
“Though traffic police
will be there to help them,
the school authorities
must be careful and their
own staff will have to be
there so that students can
cross roads safely ... I think
our education ministry
can issue a directive to the
schools -- from primary to
higher secondary levels --
in this regard,” she said.
The PM said this while
inaugurating the four
newly constructed projects
implemented under the
Road Transport and
Highways Division, joining
a programme virtually
from the Gono Bhaban.
The projects are:
Pedestrian Underpass
adjacent to Shaheed
Ramiz Uddin Cantonment
College on Dhaka Airport
Highway, Sylhet City
Bypass-Garrison Link
4-lane Highway, Balukhali
(Cox’s Bazar)-Ghundhum
(Bandarban) Border Link
Road, and 500-metre

SEE PAGE 2 COL1
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Wising anonymity, a voter in
the city’s Bandar area said all six
councillor candidates in ward-22 are
campaigning desperately to win the
polls.
“Possibilities are there that there
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he added.
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Qawwali event
at DU foiled

BCL activists
behind it, allege
organisers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, DU
A Qawwali performance at
TSC on Dhaka University
campus yesterday was
foiled allegedly by
Bangladesh Chhatra
League activists.

A group of BCL. men
vandalised the stage,
chairs and beat up the
programme organisers
and some students, said
witnesses.

They also barred
journalists from taking
footage of the incident
with their mobile phones.

Seeking anonymity,

a DU student said, “The
programme was scheduled
to start at 6:00pm today.
But a group of Chhatra
League activists earlier
asked the organisers to
stop it.”

The organisers alleged
that the attack was carried

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

ORGAN TRADE

Nine held in
Joypurhat

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
DINAJPUR

Nine members of an
organ traflicking gang
were sent to jail by a
court in Joypurhat
yesterday following their
arrest by Rab from the
district’s Kalai upazila on
Tuesday night, said law
enforcement officials.

Rab officials in
Joypurhat confirmed
the arrests at a press
conference yesterday and
sources at the Kalai Police
Station said the nine
were sent to jail in the
afternoon yesterday after
they were produced before
a Joypurhat court.

Kalai upazila is the
largest source of kidney for
acute patients who need
the organ for transplant,
Lt Col Ziaur Rahman of
Joypurhat Rab camp said
at the press conference.

The arrestees are Khaza
Moyen Uddin, 44, Azadul
Islam, 37, Forkan Ali, 45,
Afzar Uddin, 56, Nurul
Islam, 50, Babul Fakir,

52, Sobhan Mondal, 52,
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

A view of a damaged stage at Dhaka University’s TSC where a Qawwali programme was taking place yesterday. Witnesses and
organisers of the event said Bangladesh Chhatra League activists assaulted students, organisers and also vandalised the stage and

chairs.
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Omicron pushing Covid out
ol pandemic phase

Say experts; Germany, Austria set new daily case records

AGENCIES

boosters every four months, we will end

The spread of the Omicron variant is
pushing Covid towards being an endemic
disease that humanity can live with,
although it remains a pandemic for now,

the EU’s drug watchdog said.

The European Medicines Agency (EMA)
also expressed doubts about giving a fourth
vaccine shot to the general population,
saying repeated boosters were not a

“sustainable” strategy.

“Nobody knows exactly when
we will be at the end of the
tunnel but we will be there,”
Marco Cavaleri, head of
vaccine strategy at the
Amsterdam-based regulator,
told journalists on Tuesday

evening.

“With the increase of
immunity in population --
and with Omicron, there will
be a lot of natural immunity

taking place on top of vaccination
-~ we will be fast moving towards a
scenario that will be closer to endemicity,”

he added.

But he stressed that “we should not
forget we are still in a pandemic”, noting
the huge burden on healthcare from the

surge in Omicron.

“If we have a strategy in which we give

Countries should instead start thinking
about spacing out boosters at longer
intervals, Cavaleri said.

Top US scientist Anthony Fauci said on
Tuesday the United States is approaching
the “threshold” of transitioning to living

up potentially having problems with
immune response,” Cavaleri said. “And
secondly of course there is the risk of
fatigue in the population with continuous
administration of boosters.”

“Omicron, with
its extraordinary,
unprecedented degree

Anthony Fauci
top US infectious
disease official

with the coronavirus as a manageable

disease, despite soaring cases and record-
high hospitalisations, reports AFP.
Meanwhile, Germany has reported more

than 80,000 new daily Covid-19 infections,

marking a new daily record.
Austria’s daily new infections have

risen to a new record of 18,427, newspaper
Kronen Zeitung reported yesterday as cases
have been surging because of the spread of
the Omicron variant.

India reported 194,720 new cases

of efﬁ.c“‘;n?’: of yesterday, the most since late May, health
transmissibility, ministry data showed.
will ultimately Saudi Arabia has registered its highest
find just about daily number of new infections so far,
evervbod health ministry data showed, breaking
b ry y- through 5,000 cases yesterday.

There’s no way President Vladimir Putin said yesterday

we’re going to Russia had two weeks to prepare for a fresh
eradicate this.” wave of coronavirus infections driven by the

Omicron variant after the WHO warned of

a surge in Europe.

Indonesia opened its coronavirus
booster campaign to the public as the

country records rising infections driven by

the Omicron variant.
The free shots will be given to the elderly

and at-risk residents as a priority, but will
be available to everyone who received their

second dose six months prior, President
Joko Widodo said on Tuesday after
announcing the decision.

EC.

The verdict in the
Major (retd) Sinha
Rashed Khan
murder case is
scheduled to be

Faridul Alam told
our Cox’s Bazar
correspondent
yesterday.

He added that
Judge Mohammad

Teknaf on July 31.

Bangladesh.

The other

September 22.

delivered on January
31, Public Prosecutor

Ismail of Cox’s Bazar
District and Sessions Judge’s Court set the date.
Sinha was shot dead at a police check-post in

Form polls-time govt
under Hasina: NPP

At a dialogue with President Abdul Hamid,
National People’s Party yesterday suggested

an “election-time” government, led by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, comprising all registered
pro-liberation political parties.

It also urged the president to take measures
to enact a permanent law in line with the
constitution on EC formation.

Led by Chairman Sheikh Salauddin Salu,
an NPP delegation, at the meeting in the
Bangabhaban, placed a five-point proposal,
including forming an independent and neutral

Sinha murder verdict
on January 31

Indian student found
dead in Jashore

An Indian student of Jashore Ad-din Sakina
Medical College and Hospital was found dead in a
dormitory bathroom of the college yesterday.

Sheema Johra, 21, from Jammu and Kashmir,
was found hanging from the bathroom ceiling
after authorities, being informed by a cleaner,
broke open the door, said Prof Dr Kamal Uddin,
principal of the college.

Doctors of Jashore General Hospital, where the
body was taken, said the reason behind her death
could not yet be known.

TDS reports picked
for GIJN top 10 list

Two reports of The Daily Star made it to The
Global Investigative Journalism Network’s top
10 “Best Investigative Stories in 2021” from

The report titled “Built to crumble” by Partha
Pratim Bhattacharjee and Zyma Islam -- on the
Ashrayan-2 project — was published on July 25.
“Rogue IPTVs on the prowl” -- by
Zyma Islam, which, according to GIJN, “exposed
internet television outlets not paying reporters’
salaries, with journalists instead taking a cut
from sponsored content”, was published on

16 burnt to death in South
Africa mini-bus crash

AFP, JOHANNESBURG

Sixteen people were burnt to death on Tuesday when a
minibus taxi and an SUV collided on a highway in South
Africa’s northeastern Limpopo province, a local official
said. The SUV driver lost control after a tyre burst and
collided head-on with a 22-seater Mercedes-Benz bus,
provincial transport ministry spokesman Mike Maringa

told AFP yesterday.

Assign stall

FROM PAGE 1
Bridge over the Chengi river
in Rangamati’s Naniarchar.

The PM asked the
education ministry to take
initiatives for directing every
educational institution up
to higher secondary level
to keep its staff on adjacent
road points to help students
and prevent the loss of lives
o accidents.

Because, she said,
students are  reluctant
about paying heed to the
instructions of others in
many cases. “If there’s
anyone from the school
authorities, they’ll follow
his or her instructions,”
she said, adding that
every school will take the
initiative on their own.

Hasina asked the
students o follow
traffic rules during their
movement on roads. “In
every school and college,
students should be taught
about traffic rules from
their  very  childhood.
Every school, college and
university will have to take
this step.”

She asked people not
to attack car drivers soon
after any accident. It might
lead to [urther accidents
when the driver would try to
escape the attack.

“There’s a tendency to
do that in our country. If

any accident takes place, all
start beating the driver and,
in some cases, drivers are
killed in such mob attacks,”
she said, adding that it
needs to be considered
and found out the reasons
behind an accident.

Pointing at the
pedestrians, the PM said
everyone needs (o have
knowledge about traffic
rules and follow those.

On August 12, 2018,
Hasina laid the foundation
of the wunderpass after
Diva Khanam Mim and
Abdul Karim Rajib, first-
year students of Shaheed
Ramiz Uddin Cantonment
College, were Killed as a
bus ploughed into some
students in  front of
Kurmitola General Hospital
in the capital on July 29.

Road Transport and
Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader was present at the
virtual event conducted by
PM’s Principal Secretary
Ahmad Kaikaus.

Chief of Army Staff
SM  Shafiuddin  Ahmed,
Secretary of Road Transport
and Highways Division
Nazrul Islam and Engineer
in Chief of Bangladesh
Army Major General Ibne
Fazal Shayekhuzzaman
spoke on the occasion.

The projects  were
implemented by the army.

A massive surge round the corner

FROM PAGE 1

He said the transmission has
been rising “progressively”
since the beginning of
this month because of the
Omicron variant. “This is
alarming for us.”

With three new cases
reported yesterday, 33
Omicron cases have so
far been confirmed in
the country. The first two
cases were reported on
December 9.

First reported in South
Africa, the variant can
transmit 70 times faster
than the original novel
coronavirus that emerged in
China’s Wuhan in December
2019, studies show.

DGHS data shows the

Covid transmission has
gone up eight times since
January 1.

A total of 4,558 cases
were detected last month,
whereas 15,766 cases have
already been confirmed so

far this month.

Most of the fresh cases
reported  yesterday —were
detected in Dhaka.

Referring (o the latest
DGHS weekly analysis as of
Sunday, Robed said Dhaka
and Rangamati were being
considered “red zones” with
positivity rates higher than

10 percent each.
Rajshahi, Natore,
Rangpur, Lalmonirhat,

Jashore and Dinajpur have
been labelled “yellow zones”,

with  (ransmission rates
between 5 and 10 percent,
he said.

Speaking at the
event yesterday, the
health minister said the
government would step in to
curb the Covid infection.

“Anyone outside home
without a mask will be fined
from tomorrow [today].”

He also said no public
event would be allowed from
today.

Asked how they would
enforce the Covid curbs, he
said, “These are government
directives.  The  health
ministry can only make
suggestions. It is the job of
the other ministries to make
sure that the suggestions are

Dropped when needed most?

FROM PAGE 1

The development came just
a month before the country
once again witnessed road
safety movements after
the death of two college
students in the span of a

week in November.
However, the revised
organogram has to go

through a long procedure
and needs approval from
different bodies, including
the finance ministry, before
coming into effect.

“But these bodies usually
do not add manpower, they
rather cut it down,” officials
said.

ROAD SAFETY DIVISION
The division is one of the
two  currently  working
under the road design and
safety circle of the RHD’s
technical services wing.

An  additional  chiefl
engineer is the chief of a
wing, while an executive
engineer leads a division
and a  superintendent
engineer leads a circle.

Formed in 1992, the road
safety division was created
to conduct road safety
audits on national, regional
and major feeder roads, and
bridge projects; prepare
annual accident reports
and recommend road safety
countermeasure  designs
of identified road accident
hazards.

Currently, the division
has some 10 people,
including five officials.

The RHD has long been
demanding changes within
the existing organogram
and an increase in
manpower to deal with the
workload and changes in
work patterns.

Of the existing 9,431 posts
of the RHD, 4,536 remained
vacant, document shows.

However, there are
several thousand temporary
workers, mostly fourth-class
employees, working in the
department’s lower tiers.

Following RHD’s

proposal, the Road

Transport and Highway
Division had suggested the
creation of around 14,000
new posts and abolish 1,850
old ones such as that of
stenographers, who are no

longer required.
But, the public
administration minister

in October approved only
2,608 posts, including 383
for cadres, and abolished
1,850 posts, RHD sources
said.
DROPPING THE DIVISION
As road accidents have
become a major concern
over the last few years and
their workload has also
increased, RHD authorities
wanted to expand the road
safety division into a circle.
It wanted to create a
new wing - Road Network
Operation and Safety Wing
and take out the road
safety division from the
Technical Service Wing.
Under the new wing,
road safety issues would
be dealt with by a circle

followed.”

The minister also said
around 65 lakh students
have so far been jabbed
against the targetted 1.28
crore.

“People don’t go [to the
vaccination centres| unless
they are forced. Farlier,
students showed reluctance
to get the shots, but they are
now swarming the centres
after we told them that they
must be vaccinated to attend
classes.”

He added the government
has a stock of some 6-7
crore vaccines. “We have
enough vaccines. Along with
our hospitals, we too are
prepared. But hospitals have
a limit.”

comprising three divisions
instead of one.

“But the public
administration  ministry
dropped the entire wing,
and thus, once the new
organogram comes into
force, there would be no
road safety division at all,”
an RHD official said.

Contacted, RHD Chief
Engineer Abdus Sabur, said
they would raise the matter
before  the authorities
concerned because the
government is  giving
emphasis on road safety.

“Through  the [road
transport and  bridges]
ministry, we will send a
proposal to the Public
Administration ~ Ministry
again  to include [the
safety division in the new
organogram],” he told The
Daily Star on January 9.

The Daily Star could not
reach KM Ali Azam, senior
secretary of the public
administration  ministry,
over phone for comments.

Voters fear chaos

FROM PAGE 1
Ashir Baran Biswas,
councillor  hopeful in

ward-15, alleged that some
candidates were trying to
purchase votes. “A group
of people are trying to
create chaos so that voters
cannot go to polling
centres. I will write to the
Election Commission and
the local administration
informing them about my
concerns.”

Ishrat  Jahan Khan
Smrity, who is running for
councillor in ward-22, said
there is a chance of chaos
as some Awami League and
BNP leaders are taking part

in the polls.
“Some candidates
are intimidating voters

into casting their ballots

in favour of them
and also  obstructing
their  opponents from

campaigning,” she alleged.

Yesterday, Awami
League mayoral nominee
Selina Hayat Ivy said the
overall election atmosphere
in the city was good till
date.

She said she wants that
this atmosphere remains
unchanged on the voting
day so that voters can
exercise their franchise
without fear.

Stating that the last
two NCC polls were held
peacefully, Ivy said, “I
urge the administration
to create an atmosphere
in which people don’t feel
afraid of going to polling
centres.”

On the other hand,
independent candidate
Taimur Alam Khandakar
alleged that police
raided the houses of his
supporters and created
a panic situation, which

remains as a barrier to
holding of polls peacefully.

“Police did not arrest
anyone from the ruling
party, but they are
harassing my supporters.
I want nothing but a level
playing field so that people
can cast their ballots. I
want the prime minister’s
intervention so that the
clection in Narayanganj
is not manipulated,” he
told journalists yesterday
during electioneering.

Also  yesterday, the
CEC held a meeting with
the presiding officers in
Narayanganj polls. He
talked to journalists after
the meeting at a school in
the city.

Asked about the
violation of the electoral
code of conduct by local AL
lawmaker Shamim Osman,
Huda said, “He [lawmaker]
violated  the eclectoral
code of conduct, but he
did not flout it to such
an extent which would
warrant issuing a notice,
handing out punishment
or bringing to book.”

Talking about presiding
officers, he said, “As an
individual, one may be
prejudiced against a person
or a particular party, but
when you are on election
duty, you will have to carry
out your duties bestowed
onyou.”

Jayedul Alam,
Narayangan,j
superintendent of police,
said tensions are there in
some wards and special
measures have been taken
for those.

He said an adequate
number of law enforcers
will be deployed at the
polling centres so that no
one can create chaos.
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Cleaning glasses of the capital’s high-rises has always been a hazardous job, which includes climbing up and hanging on to a ladder made of bamboo and rope. While
the skilled workers have become quite adept at it, the process, devoid of safety measures of any kind, remains extremely risky. The photo was taken from the capital’s

Dhanmondi yesterday.

REDUCING MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE

Incorporate private
caregivers to reach

SDG: speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

out every year. “But we need a

To reach the SDG target by 2030,
private caregivers should be
incorporated in the healthcare
system, said speakers at a
programme yesterday.

They said despite having no
payment and infrastructural
facilities, private caregivers are
providing antenatal and postnatal
care, carrying out vitamin A
campaigns, and facilitating family
planning and vaccination among
other services.

Care Bangladesh and
Community Health Worker
Initiative jointly organised the
roundtable “Changing perspective
of CSBA in Bangladesh through
role shifting to community-
skilled pregnancy attendant:
opportunities and challenges”, at
Medical Research Council.

“Of the 26 lakh annual births
in the country, 53 percent
deliveries were conducted at
homes, only three percent by
skilled people,” said Dr Halida
Hanum, reproductive health
epidemiologist of Johns Hopkins
University in Maryland, USA, who
conducted the roundtable.

“Besides, most community
clinics in the country remain
unused. Those could be utilised
as infrastructural support for
CSBAS,” she said.

Community Skilled Birth
Attendants (CSBA) are private
caregivers working under Care
Bangladesh. Dr Halida said if
over 14,000 community clinics
are used for maternity support,
120 deliveries can be carried

We are trying to
turn Dhaka into
a planned city,
but PPP projects
and project-based
work of different
service-providing
organisations
are barrier to
developing a
planned city.

DSCC Mayor
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh

national strategy to raise funds, by
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THE SMART WAY

Say experts on infrastructural development

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

"
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Climate-smart projects

FORWARD

engaging local representatives.”
Care Bangladesh initiated a
“skilled-health entrepreneurship”
model in Sunamganj and
Netrakona in 2003, and trained
300 health-service providers, who
conducted over 47,000 deliveries
in the last six years.
Mentioning the data, icddr,b
assistant scientist Bidhan
Sarker, in a presentation, said

Despite having

no payment and
infrastructural
facilities, private
caregivers are providing
antenatal and postnatal
care, carrying out
vitamin A campaigns,
and facilitating

family planning and
vaccination among
other services.

there should be a private-public
partnership process to ensure
robust services in community
clinics 24/7.

Prof Syed Modasser Ali,
president of Community Clinic
Health Support Trust, said they
have some limitations, but they
will try to incorporate the trained
workforce.

Despite significant and steady
progress in the last two decades,
Bangladesh’s maternal mortality
ratio stands at 196 for every lakh.
The SDG target is 70 by 2030.

KASHIMPUR CENTRAL JAIL

Inmates using
cellphones with

guards’ help: ACC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

All infrastructural projects in Bangladesh
should be climate-smart as the country
aims to achieve the goals committed to

the UN in reducing carbon emission, said
officials and development experts yesterday.

Bangladesh committed to reducing
21.85 percent carbon emission by 2030 and
support global initiatives to limit global
warming to 1.5-2 degree-Celsius at the pre-
industrial level.

Major areas of the infrastructure projects
should focus on renewable energy, transport
and waste management. Authorities need to
see how eco-friendly transports, including
rail and waterways, can be better utilised,
they said.

The speakers observed that all the
ministries, private sector, civil society
organisations need to have plans and design
projects that have climate components
aimed at improving efliciency.

The observations came at a seminar
titled “Scope of climate-smart Public
Private Partnership in Bangladesh and COP-
26 Discussion”, organised by the Public-
Private Partnership Authority (PPPA) in
partnership with the UNDP at a city hotel.

State Minister for Public Administration
Farhad Hossain said Bangladesh is
becoming an industrial hub and the
industries can play a major role by installing
effluent treatment plants and adopting
energy-efficient technologies.

Solar power, wind power, hydropower,
electric cars
energy need to be explored, he said.

Mostafa Kamal, secretary of the
environment ministry, said introducing
electric cars, satellite towns and reducing
traffic congestions are some of the most
important areas where more investments
would be required to reduce greenhouse gas

Inmates are using cellphones, assisted by guards
at Kashimpur Central Jail in Gazipur, finds Anti-
Corruption Commission.

During a visit to the jail yesterday, an ACC
team recovered a mobile phone from an inmate,
confirmed ACC Public Relations Office.

ACC Deputy Director Salam Ali Molla led the
team, which also found that “the jail authorities
don’t have their own doctors and nurses. Only one
doctor is carrying out duties on deputation.”

“Health guidelines are not being followed
properly although the hospital has high risk of
Covid infection,” said an ACC official.

Food is cooked in a very unhygienic kitchen and
distributed through a card system. Extra money is
collected during the card issuance process, he said.

The jail authorities told the ACC team that they
will take necessary steps regarding the matter.

On January 5, the jail authorities seized a
cellphone from Nur Hossain, a death-row convict in

the Narayanganj 7-murder case. Following this, they

formed a three-member probe committee.

RECOMMENDATIONS

©» Focusing on renewable energy, waste
management

©» Utilising eco-friendly transports

©» Installing effluent treatment plants

©O» Adopting energy-efficient technologies

©> Designing small, medium-scale
climate-resilient projects

emissions.

The PPPA as a coordinating body needs
to have specific models of partnership,
which are sustainable and beneficial for all
stakeholders, he said.

UNDP Resident Representative Sudipto
Mukherjee said it is not always right to
think of mega-projects but also climate
resilient projects of small and medium-scale
involving large sections of the population.

Bangladesh faces frequent cyclones and
floods and it is important to see how the
damages to these disasters, especially to the
infrastructure, can be further reduced, he
said.

British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Robert C Dickson said the
foreign direct investment is crucial for
Bangladesh as it graduates by 2026. The
PPPA can attract lots of investors provided
that the investment climate is improved.

Prof Saleemul Huq, director of the
International Centre for Climate Change
and Development; Danish Ambassador
to Bangladesh Winnie Estrup Petersen;
and Turkish Ambassador Mustafa Osman
Turan, among others, spoke at the seminar
chaired by PPPA CEO Sultana Afroz.

all options of renewable

Around one lakh people live in Mirpur’s Diabari area, who need to go to Savar’s Kaundia by crossing the
Turag river every day in search of a living. Most often, these people are seen getting on a boat to get to the
other side. This is a particularly risky and inconvenient endeavour, which is why the residents have been

demanding a bridge over the river for quite some time now. This photo was taken recently.
PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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“Their plight
must be
addressed’

Shahriar Alam on migrant

workers in L.ebanon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Foreign Affairs M Shahriar
Alam yesterday said Bangladeshi migrant workers
are facing inflation in L.ebanon which needs to be
addressed.

“Look at Lebanon... where the currency was
devaluated like 50 times,” he said, addressing a
workshop at a Dhaka hotel as chief guest.

This newspaper published separate reports
on December 22 and March 20 last year on the
economic hardship of thousands of Bangladeshi
workers in Lebanon.

In his speech, Shahriar Alam said when the
migrant workers in Lebanon convert their local
earnings into dollar it’s actually less compared
to what they used to send back home. “I think
we need to address the issue... We need to find
a way to keep them [migrants| encouraged and
interested to work,” he added.

Refugee and Migratory Movements Research
Unit organised the workshop on “Impact of
Migration on Transformation to Sustainability:
Poverty and Local Development in Bangladesh”.

The state minister said the country needs
to upskill and re-skill its migrant labour force,
adding, Bangladeshi migrants are still one of the
lowest paid in the world.

Chairing the session, economist Hossain
Zillur Rahman said Bangladesh has benefited
very much from migration and over time both
incrementally and strategically made many
policy innovations. Besides, Bangladesh has now
globally a very respectable identity in terms of its
engagement on migration issues, he said.

RMMRU Founding Chair Prof Tasneem
Siddiqui and Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation’s Director of Cooperation Suzanne
Muller also spoke.

[.aw alone cannot
stop trathicking

Says minister, calling for

integrated approaches
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday said human
trafficking cannot be prevented by only enforcing
laws.

“Integrated approaches are needed to combat
this offence,” he said while speaking as chief

guest at an event in Dhaka.

The USAID and Judicial

Administration Training Institute
jointly organised the meeting

at a city hotel on the occasion

of inaugurating a training

programme on human trafficking,
relevant national and international
laws and ensuring justice for victims.
Twenty-three judges from Anti-
Human Trafficking Offence Tribunals and
Women and Children Repression Prevention
Tribunals attended the event.

The minister said the government is taking
different steps to fight trafficking.

As part of the policy and steps, special
importance is being given to quickly dispose of
such cases, he added.

Special laws have been formulated and
tribunals have been set up for this purpose and
judges and prosecutors have been appointed.

Besides, a committee under the ministry
of home affairs is working to this effect and
a monitoring cell has been established at the
Police Headquarters to collect and analyse the
information on trafficking.

. Fazr | Zohr | Asr | Maghrib | Esha
PRAYER A~ rTn A Azan | 530 | 12-45 |4-00| 5-36 |7-00
TIMING I . Jamaat | 6-05 | 1-15 [4-15| 5-40 [7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Seven foreign
nationals

among nine
held for fraud

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) claimed to have
arrested six Nigerians and
a South African along
with two Bangladeshis on
charges of fraudulence.

Rab said the nine used
to convince people to pay
them money in exchange
for gifts.

The arrestees are
Udeze Obinna Ruben,
Ntombikhona Gebuza,
Ifunanya Vivian Nnawuike,
Sunday Shederack Ejim,
Chinedu Moses Nnaji,
Collims Ifesinachi Talike,
Chidimma Ebele Eylofor,
Nahidul Islam, and Sonia
Akter.

All the foreigners
came with tourist visas,
but they were staying
in Bangladesh under

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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Covid

FROM PAGE 5

“I found positive cases after
testing samples of a good
number of expatriates and

their family members,”
he said. “As people are
participating in  social
programmes without
maintaining health
rules, the infection rate is
increasing.”

Dr Abdur Rob, senior
consultant of medicine
and head of Covid-19
ward at  Chattogram
General Hospital, said
there is no alternative
to following health
guidelines strictly, until
the situation improves.
Vaccines are a must (o
tackle the pandemic. Dr
Hasan Shahriar Kabir,
Chattogram divisional
director of DGHS, said
learning from past
experience, the hospitals
are ready for any situation.

Nine held

FROM PAGE 2

Mujahidul Islam, 40, and
Sajedul Fakir, 37. Speaking
at the press conference,
the Rab official said the
gang persuaded people
belonging to lower-income
groups to sell their kidneys.

In most cases, once
the victims had donated
the organ, the gang paid
them less than the agreed
amount, he said.

A Rab team arrested
them from Kalai upazila
in an overnight raid on
Tuesday. Rab later handed
the gang members over
to police after filing a case
against them with Kalai
Police Station.

LOST AND FOUND
My Shanchoy Potra purchased
from BRAC Bank Lid bearing S
No, PATO-86926, Reg No.
110/20186, valued Tk,
5,00,000.00 has been lost. A
GD Entry No. 296 dated: 07-
06-2020, has been filed Uttara
\West Police Station, Dhaka.
C/O: Nasima Banu Ahmed,
Cell: 01714028349 D05

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Rabab Fatima elected

UN Women Executive
Board president

UNB, Dhaka

Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the
United Nations, Ambassador Rabab Fatima, has been
unanimously elected as president of the UN Women
Executive Board for the year 2022.

With this, Bangladesh takes up the presidency of the
UN Women Executive Board for the first time.

Ambassador Fatima earlier served as the president of
Unicef executive board in 2020 and as vice president of
UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS executive board in 2021.

The election was held in New York on Tuesday, which
also elected the permanent representatives of Argentina,
Ukraine, Iceland and Sierra Leone as vice presidents.

Qawwali event

FROM PAGE 2

out on the instructions of
Saddam Hossain, general
secretary of DU BCL.

One of the organisers,
Meer Huzaifa Al-Mamduh,
said, “We, some students
of the university, jointly
organised the programme.
We earlier took permission
from the university
authorities. But the

authorities suddenly in the
morning asked us not to
hold the event.”

Contacted, Saddam
denied the allegation of
BCL men’s involvement in
the attack.

DU Proctor Prof AKM
Golam Rabbani said they
asked the organisers to
stop the event considering
the Covid-19 situation.

Moslem Uddin

FROM PAGE 5
He claimed that a group
has been spreading

propaganda against him to
tarnish his image.

On January 6, Kamal
Uddin, additional public
prosecutor of  Judge’s
Court of Chattogram, in
a Facebook status, alleged

that although he handed
over a cheque for Tk 15
lakh issued for Moslem to
a leader of Satkania uparzila
unit to get AL nomination
for chairman post in UP
polls, his name was not
sent to the party central
nomination board.

Seven foreign

FROM PAGE 3

different identities. Visas of
six of the seven foreigners
have expired. They were
arrested in  overnight
drives from the capital’s
Pallabi, Rupnagar and
Dakshin Khan, said Rab-
4 Commander Additional
DIG Mozammel Haque at a
press conference at Karwan

Bazar yesterday. He said
members of this group
used to create fake social
media accounts to dupe
people. Rab also seized
cight passports, 31 mobile
phones, three laptops, one
chequebook, three USB
drives and Tk 95,815 in cash
from them. The arrestees
deceived 35 people in 2021.

International Labour Organization (ILO) Country Office, Dhaka announces
service requirement from an interested national consultant to conduct a
summative evaluation of the UN SDG joint programme titled “"Enhancing
social protection for female tea garden workers and their families in
Sylhet Division, Bangladesh".

Application shall be submitted by no later than 4:30 PM Tuesday, 25 January
2022. For the details Terms of Reference and instructions to apply for the
work, please visit our website:
https:/iwww.ilo.org/dhaka/WCMS_533581/lang--enfindex.htm

Only shortlisted Candidates will be contacted. Candidates with a disability are

encouraged to apply.

1) 1

Invitation to Submit Proposals for the Following Two (2)
Request for Proposals (RFPs) Issued by UNICEF Bangladesh

: To provide professional Messengers cum Cleaners

Cox's Bazar.

UNICEF-Bangladesh

unicef &

for every child

Services for UNICEF Field Offices (BCO) under Long-Term Agreement (LTA}

2) RFP_No. LRPS-2022-9172720: Provide support for Management and institutional
capacity building of National Nutrition Information System of Bangladesh & Emergency
Nutrition Information Module for nutrition data collection in the Rohingya camps of

The deadling to submit the proposal is Sunday, 30 January 2022; Time: 11:00 Hrs.

is inviting interested comparnies with a strong track record and
professional credibility of providing the above required services under one contract, To receive
the detailed scope of wark and procedure to submit the bid response, please email to
"supplybangladesh @unicef.org”
For Pre-bid Meeting: Please see the schedule mentioned in the RFP.

Please note UNICEF does not charge any fee at any stage of the solicitation process.

wwww.unicef.org.bd
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Bangladesh-india Friendship Power Company (Pvt.) Ltd.

(A Joint Venture Company of BPDB and NTPC Ltd.)

Registered Office: Unigque Heights (Borak), Level-17, 117, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

Ref: BIFPCL/HRD/2022/O0&NM/02

Date : 13/01/2022

JOB CIRCULAR

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company (Pvi.) Limited (BIFPCL)., a Joint Venture Company of Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB), Bangladesh and NTPC Limited{NTPC), India is setting up state of the art 2 x 660 MW Maitree Super
Thermal Power Project at Rampal in Bagerhat District of Bangladesh. BIFPCL. is looking for competent and expetienced candidates
for immediate appointment on contractual basis to the various posts and invites applications from only Bangladeshi nationals. All
applications shall be reccived through online (hitp://bifpel.teletalk.com.bd). The vacancics cxist for following posts:

SL | Name of Post, Siall Level, Basic MNo. ol Minimum Required Qualifications and Experiences
™No. Salary and Maximum Age Limit Vacancy
= At least [ISC (Vocational) or at least 1ISC (Science) with
minimum 03 Months” Trade Coursc Certificate in Mcechanical
Operator/Technician- Mechanical 35 related Trades rom any recognized institute
1 (Staff Level-4) (Thirty Five) At least 05 years of relevant work experience in any organization
Basic Salary: 23,000/~ =  Must have good communication Skills in Bengali & English
2 et (written & oral)
Maximum Age: 45 Years
W - Desirable Experience : Operation & Maintenance of Thermal/
Gas/01il based Power Plant
- Al least HSC (Vocational) or at least HSC (Science) with
minimum 03 Months® Trade Course Certificate in Electrical
Operator/Technician-Electrical related Trades from any recognized institute.
= (Staff Level-4) 20 = At least 05 years of relevant work experience in any organization.
Rasic Salary: 23,000/- (Twenty) =  Must have pood communication Skills in Bengali & English
i g Wi & oral)
Maximum Age: 45 Years Cwite
¥ Desirable Experience : Operation & Maintenance of Thermal/
Gas/0il basced Power Plant
= Al least HSC (Vocational) or at least HSC (Science) with
Operator/Technician-1T/Computer minimum (3 Maonths® Trade Course Certificate in IT/Computer
3 (Staff Level-4) 01 (One) related Trades from any recognized institute
Basic Salary: 23,000/- = At least 05 years of relevant work expcericnce in any organization.
Maximum Age: 45 Years =  Must have good communication Skills in Bengali & English
2 (written & oral)
=  Graduation in any discipline from any recognized University
Fire Inspecior Jinstitute or at least HSC/Equivalent with 05 (Five) yvears of
(Staff Level-4) relevant expericnce in any organization
4 Basic Salary: 23,000/~ 01 (One) =  Must have good communication Skills in Bengali & English
Maximum Age: 45 Yeurs (wru_tcn & O_T‘"“ . ) .
- Basic working knowledge in application software
Desirable Experience : Operation & Maintenance of Thermal/
Gas/01l based Power Plant
= At least SSC (Vocational) or at least SSC (Science) with
Operator/Technician-(IT/Computer) minimum 03 Months® Trade Course Certificate in I'T/Computer
5 (Staff Level-6) 01 (One) related Trades from any recognized institute.
Basic Salary: 18,000/~ = At least 05 years of relevant work experience in any organization.
Maximum Age Limit: 35 Years = Must have good communication Skills in Bengali & English
(written & oral)

Compensation Package :

Basic Salary, House Rent allowance, Medical Benefits, Bonus, CPT, Gratuity and other Fringe Benefits will be given
as per the policy of BIFPCL.
Income Tax has to be paid by the employee.

MNature of the Service :

Your appointment will be on contractual basis initially for a period of 03 (three)} years, including a probationary period of
01 (one) year plus an extended period of 02 (two) years. Your contract appointment may be renewed for further period(s)
based on the satisfactory performance up to the limit of 60 (sixty) years of your age, as per BIFPCL rules / policy, as in
force or amended from time io time.

General Conditions :

Interested candidates shall have to apply through the Online Application form whercin a scanncd, photograph &
signaturc of the candidates has to be uploaded in due place.

The online application Form will be available in htip:/bifpel.telctalk.com.bd during the application period from
13.01.2022 (10:00am) to 31.01.2022 (up to 5.00pm).

Maximum age and experience would be calculated on 31.01.2022.

No third Division/Class at any stages of the academic life shall be acceptable. Candidates passed in the grading system
must possess at least a GPA 2.0 on a scale of 5.0 £CGPA 2.25 on a scale of 4.0 at all stage of the academic carcer.
Interested candidates shall have to pay [ Application Fee 400 Taka & Teletalk Service Charge 48 Taka Ji.e. Total
(Non-refundable)Tk. 448 (Four Hundred & forty eight)each through SMS from any Teletalk mobile number following
necessary instructions mentioned in http:/bifpclteletalk.com.bd

Candidates employved in Government/Semi-Government/Autonomous organization(s)/Govt. owned company (ies)
should apply through proper channel.

Candidates passed from foreign university (ies)/Institute(s) should have equivalence certificate/result issued from a
competent authority/government body.

Aopplicant suffering from acute color-blindness is not cligible for above posts.

MNo TA/IDA shall be paid for appearing/participating in the recruitment proccss.

If uny fake or wrong imformation is found at any stage of recruitment process, the authority reserves the right to cancel
the candidature of the applicant.

BIFPCL reserves the right to shortlist candidates for Written Test/ Interview. Applicants should note that mere
fulfillment of minimum eligibility criteria may nol ensure consideration for shortlisting for Writlen TestUInterview.
Decision of BIFPCL will be final in all matters.

BIFPCL. reserves the right to cancel/restrict/enlarge/modify/alter the recruitment/selection process, if need so arises.

How to Apply Online :

Terms and conditions for applying Online:

Interested candidales can 1l the application [orm online by wisiting the website hitp://bifpel.teletalk.com_ bd.
Application deadline is as follows: -

= Date and time of filling the application form and submitting the examination fee online: 13/01/2022 AD: 10.00 am.

= Last date and time for submission of application form in Online: 31/01/2022: 05.00 pm. Candidates who have
received User IT) within that period will be able to submit the application fee via SMS within the next 72 (seventy two)
hours from the time of submitting the application form online.

The candidate will scan his color photo (length 300 = width 300) pixel and signature (length 300 = width 80) pixel and
upload in due place of the online application form.

As the information filled in the application form online will be used in all subsequent activities of the recruitment
process, the candidate himself will be 100% sure about the accuracy of all the information filled in before submitting
the application form online.

Candidates must preserve a color printed copy of the application form filled in online as a reference for future.

Process of sending SMS and payment of application fee : Candidates necd to fill the application form online by
uploading the photo and signature as per the instructions. Then, a preview of application form with photo will appear.
Candidates who will complete the application form correctly will get an Applicant’s Copy with Usecr 1D, photo and
signature. If there is any mistake, unclear photo (full black/full white/blur) or wrong photo/signature in the Applicant's
Copy, the application should be submitted again. As no change /modification can be made after submitting the
application fee, the candidates must ensure that they have submitted the correct information, recent photo and signature
in the online application. Candidates will download, print a color copy and save the Applicant™s Copy. The Applicant’™s
copy will have a User I number and the candidates using the User 1D can pay the application fee in the following
ways. Candidates must submit the application fee of BDT. 400 (Four Hundred) and BDT 48 (Forty Eight) as the
service charge of Teletalk totaling BDT 448 (Four Hundred snd Forty Eight) against the applied post within 72 hours
by sending 2 SMS by using the Teletalk pre-paid mobile number. It should be noted here that even if all the parts of the
application form are [illed and submitted correcily, the online application form will not be accepted under any
circumstances until the application fee is paid.

First SMS : BIFPCL~<space>User ID to be sent to 16222,

Example : BIFPCL. ABCDEF

Reply : Applicant’s Name, Tk-448- will be charged as application fee. Your PIN is 12345678, To pay fee Type
BIFPCL=Space™ Yes =Space= PIN and send to 16222,

Second SMS : BIFPCL<space>=YES<Space>PIN and send to 16222,

Example : BIFPCL YES 12345678

Reply : Congratulations Applicant’s Name, payment completed successtully for BIFPCL Application for <post name=
User ID is (ABCDEF) and password {xXxooo).

Issuance of admit card will be notified in duc course on the website http://bifpcl.tcletallk.com.bd and via SMS on the
candidate's mobile phone (only eligible candidates). All communications related to the examination will be done on the
mobile number provided by the candidate in the online application form. Therefore, it is recommended to kecp the
number active all the time, read the SMS and follow the instructions immediately.

Using the User [D and Password sent in the SMS. the candidate will download and print the colored admit card
conlaining the information including roll number, post name, photo, exam date, time and place / center name ele.
Candidates must show the admit card during participation in the writlen lest, practical (if applicable) and interview il
they pass lhe wrillen examinalion.

Candidates can retrieve their respective User ID and Password only from Teletalk pre-paid mobile number by
following the SMS procedure.

(i) If User TD is known : BIFPCL<space=Help=Space=[Iser<Space>ser TD Send To 16222,
Example: BIFPCL HELP USER ABCDEF& Send to 16222

(ii) If PIN Number is known : BIFPCL<space=Help=Space=PIN=Space=PIN No. & Send To 16222.
Example : BIFPCL HELT PIN 12345678&Send to 16222

Besides Newspapers this circular will be published in the website of BIFPCL (www.bitpcl.com) and thc job portal of
Teletalk (https://alljobs.teletalk.com.bd) which can be accessed by scanning the QR Code given here.

If won have any problem to apply online, vou can contact Teletalk number 121 or e-mail vas.query@teletalk.com.
(Please mention the Organization Name: BIFPCL, Post Name: ¥*%%%%*_ Applicant’s User 1D and Contact Number must
be mentioned in the subject of Mail.)

The Circular can also be obtained by direcily or scanning the QR Code for accessing the job
https:/alljobs.teletalk.com.bd of Teletalk Bangladesh Lid. (The only state mobile operalor in Bangladesh).
Motice of written and interview examination will be notified to the candidates via mobile SMS and through the website
of BIFPCL {(www.bifpcl.com).

portal

#&d® Tt is herchy recommended to apply online and pay the Application Fee before the deadline.

"?6‘-*—--(“

(H.M. Ziauddin)
Chief lluman Resources Officer
Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company (Pvt.) Limited
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Every winter, Karnaphuli riverbank buzzes with workers, as it’s the season to construct large fishing trawlers in the region. A vessel like this one, which is being built by a

team near Rajarkhali canal, generally costs around Tk 1 crore and takes three months to build, according to workers. This photo was taken yesterday.

UP ELECTION

Moslem
Uddin denies
‘homination
trade’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Awami League lawmaker
Moslem Uddin Ahmed
yesterday said he was not
involved in “nomination
trade” centring union
parishad election.

Moslem, president
of AL Chattogram
south district unit and
MP of Chattogram-8
constituency, was
addressing a press
conference at Chattogram
Press Club.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The Covid-19 infection rate in Chattogram
hit almost 13 percent yesterday, the first
time after four months.

A total of 222 cases were detected
after testing 1,790 samples in 24 hours
till 12:00am, putting the positivity rate at
12.40 percent.

The infection rate was nine percent
on Tuesday and 5.85 percent on Monday.
Yesterday’s rate was the highest in four
months. The district witnessed a similar
rate on August 31.

A total of 174 positive samples were from
the city and 48 from different upazilas,

said Dr Elias Chowdhury, civil surgeon of
Chattogram.

No patient died yesterday, but according
to experts, after the capital, the port city
is becoming a Covid-19 hotspot in the
country.

The situation has been getting worse
since last week. Just 35 cases were detected
in the district on January 4, with a
positivity rate of 2.07 percent, said sources
in Chattogram Civil Surgeon office.

With cases increasing daily, the rush
of patients is also increasing at hospitals.
For example, the number of daily patients
admitted to Chattogram Medical College
Hospital’s Covid ward was hovering from

&

Meghna Petroleum Limited
(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)
58-89, Agrabad Commercial Area, Chattogram
Re-e-Tender Notice

Re-e-Tender is Invited in the e-GP Portal for the procurement of the following goods, details are
given below:

> i)

SIN Re-g- Procurament fitle Tender last Tender Procuremeant
Tender ID selling (date closing & method
& time) opening (date
| I | B Glime) | .
1. 647704 Procurament of 2° Dia ZGJanulry 27 January, Cne Stage
(PUR: 012) | Petroleum Product Flow | 2022; 17:00 2022, 15:00 Two
| | Meter ! Hrs. _ Hrs. | Envelopes
2, 647717 Procurement of 3° Dia | 26 January, 27 January, Tendering
(PUR: 013) | Petroleum Product Flow | 2022, 17:00 2022; 15:30 Method
Meter Hrs. Hrs. {OSTETM)

This is an online tender where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal
GD-82

&

-,

(4)., /@% Government of the People's
@ o Republic of Bangladesh

College Education Development Project (CEDP)
Govt. Debendra College, Manikganj

Memo No. CEDP/GDC/2021-22/G-09/156
e-Tender Notice 03/2021-2022

Date: 12/01/2022

/Wl TR

e-Tender is invited in the National eGP System Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of following package:
Sl | Tender Name of supply Last date and Tender
No. | 1D No. time of tender closing
security date & time
submission
1. | 647962 | Procurement of Generator at | 31-Jan-2022 | 31-Jan-2022
Govt.  Debendra  College, 13:00 14:00
Manikganj (G-08)

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-
GP Portal and no offline/hard copy will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP
System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank's branches
up to 30-Jan-2022 16:00.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System

Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Professor Dr. Md. Rezaul Karim
Principal
Govt. Debendra College, Manikganj
Phone: 996610404
E-mail: debendracollege@agmail.com

National e-GP Portal

GD-80
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Covid positivity rate jumps
to 12.4pc in Ctg

Highest in 4 months; experts call for strict measures

10 to 12 last week, whereas it increased to
60 yesterday, said CMCH Director Brig Gen
Shamim Ahsan.

However, the death rate is low; three
deaths were reported against 953 positive
cases from January 4 till yesterday.

Experts warned that if the infection rate
keeps increasing, the death rate would also
increase. They emphasised ensuring strict
health guidelines.

Public health expert Prof Shakeel
Ahmed, head of Bangladesh Institute of
Tropical and Infectious Diseases laboratory
thinks the Omicron variant is responsible
for the recent rise of infection rate.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
) N There is no alternative to following health
guidelines strictly, until the situation
improves. Vaccines are a must to tackle the
pandemic.

Dr Abdur Rob, head of Covid ward at Ctg General Hospital

Schoolboy
among 4 Kkilled
in road accidents

STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and 11 injured in road
accidents in two districts during the last two days,
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Lalmonirhat, a schoolboy and his uncle
were killed, and the child’s father was injured as a
truck hit their motorcycle yesterday.

The accident took place around 9:00am on
Lalmonirhat-Burimari highway in RDRS office
area of Hatibandha upazila, said police.

Seven-year-old Abdullah Bin Nayeem was a
nursery student of a local kindergarten. He along
with his father and uncle was going to his school,
said Hatibandha Police Station OC Ershadul
Alam. Nayeem died on the spot and his uncle
Imran Ali at Rangpur Medical College Hospital.

Nayeem'’s father Faruk Hossain sustained
minor injuries. The truck driver was arrested, and
his vehicle was seized from the spot, the OC said.

In Narayanganij, at least two people were killed
and 10 injured as a truck collided with a human
haulier in Araihazar upazila on Tuesday night.

The accident occurred around 10:00pm on
Dhaka-Araihazar road in Binairchar area.

The deceased are Hajera (30) and Nasima (20)
from the upazila, said Araihazar Police Station
OC Anisur Rahman. Of the injured, four were
sent to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

He said around 10-12 workers were returning
home from their workplace on the human
haulier. Locals rescued the victims and took them
to a hospital, where the doctors declared Hajera
and Nasima dead.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

6 brick kilns
demolished,
fined Tk 62 lakh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A mobile court of Department of Environment
(DoE) yesterday demolished six illegal brick kilns
in Savar for polluting the environment. The brick
kiln owners were also fined a total of Tk 62 lakh.

The court led by DoE executive magistrate
Kazi Tamjid Ahmed conducted the drive at
Namagenda and Birulia. M/S Eklas Brick Kiln
was fined Tk 20 lakh, Firoz Brick Kiln Tk 6 lakh,
M/S Madhumati and Karnaphully brick kilns Tk
5 lakh each, Mahim Brick Kiln Tk 20 lakh and
Ripan Brick Kiln Tk 6 lakh, he said.

“We will continue our drives,” he added.

10 BNP men hurt |[:=
as rally stage “Qo
breaks down

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
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Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury was present as the chief 23
guest at the event where Jainal Abedin Faruk, adviser i
to the BNP chairperson, and Mahbubur Rahman 5 :
Shamim, BNP’s central organising secretary, spoke 3¢
among others.

Khasru, in his speech, said BNP programmes A

“Gone are the days when we would ask the police 2 | e i
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could not be foiled by imposing section 144. || SOl 31 pRw e S A A
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for permission to hold our programmes,” he added.

People in the country are united now in their
demand that the government step down, said
Khasru.
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& ENTERTAINMENT

‘I follow no

strategya
as.the .

Bhabna excited for
‘Dampara’ with Ferdous

Ashna Habib Bhabna, fresh off the critical success
of “Laal Moroger Jhuti”, shared a beautiful
snapshot with renowned actor Ferdous from the
sets of their upcoming project, “Dampara”. The
film, which wrapped up shooting recently, is
directed by Shuddhaman Choiton. “He is such an
amazing person and a great co-actor, I am already
missing him,” wrote Bhabna on Facebook.

IS quite
' I_ltpredi'ct DlE

Akshay Kumar
announces ‘Selfiee’
with Imran Hashmi

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

It was reported that Akshay Kumar will
feature in a film together, soon. It turns
out that the stars will share the screen

in ‘Selfiee’, the upcoming remake of the

I follow no SHAH ALAM SHAZU Sohrab Dodul’s web film, “Kalo Projapoti”, Moving forward, I will only choose films with Malayalam film “Driving Licence”.
strategy, as . o and I have also finished the shoot for Zee5’s  strong characters. “Kick-starting my day with a #Selfiee!
the indust Nazia Haque Orsha has been mesmerising “Kuhulika”. Do you follow any strategy in your career? Bec_ause why not,_" sha_red Akshay on
. .l‘y audiences with her versatile performances Usually, for projects on OTT platforms, we You trulv cannot fan anvthing in this ’ Twitter. The film is being produced under
is quite since her participation in Lux Channel get over a month (o prepare for our rolesand ;a0 plan anything Karan Johar’s Dharma Productions
. . ) N . g industry. For example, if you look at ;
unpredlctable. i Superstar 2009. She carved a space for work on our craft. OTT platforms produce Badhon's career. she garnered international banner. According to reports on the
You can be herself in the world of television, before projects of higher quality and budgets too. acclaim just las L'year %n her mid-30s Indian media, the story revolves around a
working making her way into OTT platforms and You have slowly moved away from FranklyA speaking, Tfollow no straAl‘cgy, cop and a supaSEy
one day, and films. . . . . television. Why s0? as the industry is quite unpredictable. You
suddenly, In ahcafldld c0r11<ver sation with The Daily I have stopped working on television, as it can be working one day, and suddenly, be
be left with Star, the “Networker Baire” actress opens up  pecame too hectic for me. I was working left with nothing the next day. It is best to
. about her new films, upcoming ventures, like a robot, and as a result, I was not have other options, before coming into the
notl(;mglth.e and more. delivering quality performances. As thiswas  industry.
nle;:;t :‘ 3/ .h;\:: Among film, television, and OTT ;Jl?agcgtable tome, Idistanced myselffrom o vou il upset about Aranyo Anawer’s
. platforms, which medium do you enjoy the the¢icid. decision to cast Pori Moni in ‘Maa’, instead
other options, most? Tell us about your upcoming films. of you?
before coming I am working on web-based projects more I am currently awaiting the release of two of  Itis all in the past. I don’t feel upset or sad
into the than anything else right now. I believe the my movies, Nur Imran Mithu’s “Patal Ghor”  about the decision anymore. I only feel bad
industry. audience for streaming platforms will be and Sajjad Khan’s “Shahosh”. for the director, who might not be able to
steady in the long run. Both films might be released this year, cast anyone in his films ever. There was no
Currently, I am shooting for Golam and they are quite different from each other.  professionalism from his side. I pity him.

NEWS

Bangladesh seeks thaw

FROM PAGE 12 — are
government will try to
find out the reasons and

Act, for sanctions to be
lifted, the individual facing
the sanction has to be

students were enrolled in
different US universities.
“We have a multi-

likely in Dhaka.
Generally, director general
of the America wing leads

Miller expressed hope that
the “excellent relations”
between the two countries

The meeting between
them lasted for an hour
from 4:30pm to 5:30pm,

Bangladesh Enterprise
Institute  President and of
former ambassador M

since 1972, making it one
the most principal
development partners.

address those, and improve
democratic practices.

“If there are any
mistakes, the government
will rectify those,” Momen
said.

“We have a number of
channels for engagement
with the US. We could
not hold the dialogues
due o the Covid-19
pandemic. As it goes away,
we will be increasing our
engagement. We believe we
can remove the gaps and
weaknesses we have,” said
Momen.

In February, (wWo
dialogues - Security
Dialogue in Washington
and Investment Dialogue

security dialogue, but this
time Foreign  Secretary
Masud Bin Momen may lead
it, given the sensitivity of
the issue this year, a foreign
ministry official said.

Meanwhile, USAID
Administrator Samantha
Power is also likely to
visit Dhaka soon, while
Foreign Minister Momen is
likely to visit Washington
in February to join a
discussion on  climate
change at the invitation of
John Kerry, Biden’s Special
Envoy for Climate.

“We want visits like
these for more engagement
with them,” Momen said
recently.

Humayun Kabir said the
foreign minister’s remarks
that if there are mistakes,
those will be rectified are in
the right direction.

“The US is a very
important country for us. It
issofar the highest donorin
the Rohingya crisis and an
important factor to create
pressure on Myanmar. We
need to maintain a good
relationship with it,” he
said.

Bangladesh exports
around $6 billion worth
of products, mostly RMG
ones, to the US annually.
The US provided over
$6 billion development
assistance through USAID

According to the US
Embassy in Dhaka, the US
is also the largest donor

of  Covid19  vaccines,
more than 17 million
so far, to Bangladesh.

US companies are the
largest foreign investors
in Bangladesh, with $3.4
billion in investments as of
2018. Chevron is the single
largest foreign investor,
producing some 55 percent
of Bangladesh’s domestic
natural gas.

A foreign  ministry
official said there is a large
Bangladeshi diaspora,
about 800,000, in the
US. Also, in 2020-21, at
least 8,598 Bangladeshi

Forgotten by society,
unforgiven by hunger

A family of four physically challenged persons belonging to
indigenous Mahato community suflers from starvation

MINTU DESHWARA

An indigenous family belonging
to the Mahato community has
been suffering from hunger pangs
as all four members are physically
challenged.

Poverty has forced them to share
their living space with their lone
cow at Baramchal Tea Garden in
the remote area of Kulaura upazila
in Moulvibazar district.

When this correspondent
approached them at Baramchal
Tea Garden, some 45 km away from
Moulvibazar town, they initially
refused to talk.

“Many people like you come to
visit us with a promise to help us
but they never keep their words,”
they resented.

“We have been fasting for days.

Tonight, we could manage some
arum leaves,” they said.

“Nobody cares for us; we go to
bed unfed most of the nights,” said
Mohanlal Kurmi.

It could be learnt that
Mohanlal Kurmi and Jasanti
Kurmi belonging to the Mahato
community are physically
challenged. Mohan Lal is
speech impaired and physically
challenged. Fach of the two
children--Arjun Kurmi, 15, and
MalatiKurmi, 13,--is also visually
impaired.

Jasanti is the breadwinner
of the family. She somehow
supports the family by working as
a day labourer and tending betel
plantation.

Mohanlal also tried to add to
the family income but he could

not continue because of his
physical challenges.

According to them, their one
child is entitled to a government
allowance of Tk 750.

Mohanlal Kurmi’s younger
brother Chunulal Kurmi said, “I am
also a very helpless person yet I try
to help them. But sadly, that is not
enough.”

Shakhawat Hossain, Kulaura
upazila social welfare officer, said
that according to the policy, more
than one person in the same family
will not get the allowance.

Saidul Hasan Shipon, general
secretary of Kulaura Sangbadik
Samity, said he also visited the
family earlier.

If the family is not given quick

support, all the people in the family

will starve to death, he added.

faceted relationship with
the US. So, we need to
keep it strong,” a foreign
ministry official told this
correspondent.

Rab said it wanted a
solution to the problem
with the US by establishing
a cordial relationship. The
force has been receiving
important training from
the US since 2011. For
now, Rab can avail of no
US assistance or (raining
because of the sanction.

Dhaka has not clarified
if it is taking any actions
against those sanctioned
by the US.

According to the Global
Magnitsky Accountability

prosecuted appropriately.

“Or, the person has
to credibly demonstrate
a  significant  change
in behaviour, pay an
appropriate consequence
for the activities, and
credibly commit to not
engage in the types of
activities,” it says.

M Humayun Kabir said
there is no alternative
for Dhaka (o improve
democratic  values and
rights situation for a
strong relationship with
Washington.

TIES TO REACH NEW
HEIGHTS: MILLER
Outgoing US Ambassador
to Bangladesh Earl R

would reach “new heights”
in the future, noting that a
high-level delegation from
Washington would visit
Dhaka within the next few
months.

He said the delegation
has started preparations
to discuss various issues
of mutual interest with a
view to taking the relations
between the two countries
to a higher level, reported
UNB.

Ambassador Miller
made the remarks during

his  farewell = meeting
with  Prime  Minister’s
International Affairs

Adviser Dr Gowher Rizvi at
the Prime Minister’s Office.

according to the Prime
Minister’s Office.

Ambassador Miller was
accompanied by Deputy
Chief of Mission at the US
Embassy in Dhaka Helen
Lakave and Political Section
Chief Arturo Hines.

Youth playing

FROM PAGE 12

8:30pm, Rashedul’s friends
quickly left the railway
tracks. Rashedul, however,
was run over by the train.
He died on the spot, the OC
added.

Police later recovered
the body and handed it
over to the victim’s family
members.
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Memo No. 46.02.3626.000,14.034.21.24

e-Tender Notice No. UGDP/03/2021-22

e-Tender is hereby invited through National e-GP Portal (http:/iwww.eprocure.qov.bd) for the procurement of:

o ﬂ‘m;uu

“ o9 g yEaife
T WA CRfe”

Date: 12.01.2022

Sl. | Tender Package No. Name of the works Date & time of

No. D closing

01 | 647437 | INF-2020-21-603626-01 | {A) Construction of Fish Shed at Mirashi Hazi Bazar, 31 January, 2022
(B) Construction of Wash Block at Mirashi Notun BST 11:00:00
Bazar & (C) Construction of Wash Block at Chandi
Tea Garden in Chunarughat Upazila, Habiganj
District.

02 | 647614 | INF-2020-21-603626-02 | (A} Installation of Solar Light at different important 31 January, 2022
Roads in Chunarughat Upazila, Habiganj District. BST 11:00:00

GD-83

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offine/hard copies are

allowed. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Any others
conditions for this tender is stated in TDS. Interested tenderers may communicate with the undersigned during office hours.

Abdullah Al Baker Mazumdar
Upazila Engineer
Chunarughat, Habiganj
Phone: 08325-56189

ue.chunarughati@|

d.gov.bd
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Civilians carry the dead body of a man Killed from the scene of an explosion in the Hamarweyne district of Mogadishu, Somalia, yesterday. Several people were Killed in
the suicide car bomb blast, which was claimed by the Al-Shabaab jihadist group. It took place only days after Somali leaders had agreed on a new timetable for long-

delayed elections in the troubled Horn of Africa country.

“The party’s over’

Labour says to UK PM as
Johnson apologises

REUTERS, London

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday
apologised for attending a “bring your own booze”
gathering at his official residence during the first
coronavirus lockdown as opponents said he had to
resign.

Leader of the main opposition Labour party Keir
Starmer said Johnson must now resign and that the
public thought he was a liar.

“The party’s over prime minister,” Starmer told him.
“The only question is: will the British public kick him
out? Will his party kick him out? Or will he do the decent
thing and resign?”

Johnson admitted for the first time he had attended
the party at Downing Street on May 20, 2020, when
social gatherings were limited to a bare minimum and
said he understood the anger that the revelations had
caused.

“I know the rage they feel with me over the
government I lead when they think that in Downing
Street itself the rules are not being properly followed by
the people who make the rules,” an ashen-faced Johnson
told parliament.

Johnson, who won a landslide 2019 election victory
on a promise to secure Britain’s exit from the European
Union, said he regretted his action and had thought the
gathering was a work event.

PHOTO: REUTERS

‘No ultimatums’

Russia sets out security demands at Nato meeting

REUTERS, Brussels

Russia laid out its demands for security
guarantees in Furope to Nato’s 30 allies yesterday
but insisted they were not ultimatums following
intense talks with the United States in Geneva that
failed to break the deadlock.

Nato Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
received Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Grushko at allied headquarters to try to
defuse the worst Fast-West tensions since the Cold
War over Russia massing troops near its border
with Ukraine.

Moscow has dismissed concerns expressed by
the United States that it may be planning to invade
its neighbour and Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said live-fire exercises on the Ukraine
border on Tuesday were not linked to the Nato
talks.

“We are not negotiating from a position of
strength; there is not, and nor can there be, any
place for ultimatums here,” he said in Moscow as
the talks were getting underway in Brussels.

But he said pan-European security was at a
critical point and the West needed to respond to
Russia’s concerns about Nato activities in former
communist countries it sees as its backyard.

Nato allies say the talks, the highest-profile

attempt at the alliance (o turn a potential conflict
over Ukraine into a political process, are taking
place because of Russian aggression, not the other
way around.

“Let’s be clear: Russian actions have
precipitated this crisis. We are committed to using
diplomacy to de-escalate the situation,” US envoy
to Nato Julianne Smith told reporters on Tuesday
evening.

“We want to see ... Russia pulling back its
forces,” she said of the 100,000 troops stationed
near Ukraine.

Nato diplomats say the Western alliance would
consider it a success if Russia agreed to hold
further talks. Allies are ready to negotiate with
Moscow on increasing openness around military
drills and to avoid accidental clashes that could
spark conflict, as well as arms control regarding
missiles in Europe.

But the Nato allies say that many of Russia’s
demands, laid out in two draft treaties in
December, are unacceptable, including calls to
scale back the alliance’s activities to 1990s era
levels and promising not to take in new members.

Bridling at Nato’s expansion eastward into
its old Soviet sphere of influence, the Kremlin
sees the US-led alliance’s deterrents and military
modernisation as a threat.

Kim urges more
‘military muscle’

REUTERS, Seoul

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for
boosting the country’s strategic military forces as
he observed the test of a hypersonic missile, state
media said yesterday, officially attending a missile
launch for the first time in nearly two years.

On Tuesday authorities in South Korea and
Japan detected the suspected launch, which drew
condemnation by authorities around the world.

The second test of a “hypersonic missile” in
less than a week underscored Kim'’s New Year’s
vow to bolster the military with cutting-edge
technology at a time when talks with South Korea
and the United States have stalled.

After watching the test, Kim urged scientists
to “lurther accelerate the efforts to steadily build
up the country’s strategic military muscle both in
quality and quantity and further modernise the
army,” KCNA news agency reported.

Music-loving Pope
visits record store

AFP, Rome

Pope Francis, a lover of classical music, made a
surprise visit to a Rome record store to bless the
premises - and picked up some vinyl while he was
there.

The 85-year-old pondifT slipped into
Stereosound, located near the Pantheon, on
Tuesday evening to bless the shop after its recent
renovation, a Vatican source told AFP.

The owners of the store are longtime friends of
the Argentine pontifl, who has previously spoken
of the power of music. He left with a 33 RPM
record of classical music, a gift presented by the
owner’s daughter, according to Vatican News.

A small crowd gathered outside the shop while
he was inside, for around 10 minutes, but he
made no public comments as he got into a white
Fiat SO0L and was driven away.

DISPUTED BORDER WITH BHUTAN

China building
structures

REUTERS, New Delhi

China has accelerated settlement-building along
its disputed border with Bhutan, with more than
200 structures, including two-storey buildings,
under construction in six locations, according to
satellite image analysis conducted for Reuters.
The images and analysis supplied to Reuters
by US data analytics firm HawkEye 360 provide
a detailed look into China’s recent construction
along its frontier with Bhutan.
Construction-related activity in some of the
locations along Bhutan’s western border has been
under way since early 2020, with China initially
building tracks and clearing out areas, based
on material provided by satellite imagery firms
Capella Space and Planet Labs.

Ramna, Dhaka-1000

IEB Bhaban (5,6,7™" Floor)
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T Strengthening of Hilsa Research in Riverine Station Chandpur Project /@
%i E Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute e - J
'%bhm ﬂ";‘ Riverine Station, Chandpur-3602 ==
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Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) Memo No. 33,04.0000,122.19 421,17-2528 Date; 12,01,2022

Request for Expressions of Interest

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Tisheries and Livestock

INVITATION FOR TENDER Agency | Bangladesh Fisheries Rescarch Institufe i 1
Proc'lmng'en“rfty Director General, Bangladesh Fisheries Research Instituie |
01 | Ministry/Division Ministry of Posts, Telecommunications & Infarmation Technology Expression of mterest for selection of Local Hilsa Specishst (01 Na) |
02 | Agency Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) Duration 03 Months ,
03 | Procurement Entity Name Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Cornmission (BTRC) Eol memo no 33.04.0000,122.19:421.17-2529 |
04 | Invitation for Procurement of Data Information System with Firewall, Server and Ll 12-01-22
IT Accessories Procurement sub-method Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS)
S Budget & source of fund Development Budger, GoB
05 | Invitation Ref. No. 14.32.0000.00847.042.16 61 =] Project/Program code 5-4405-5002 (2240691 00)
06 | Date 11/01/2022 Project/Program name Strengthening of Hilsa Research in Riverine Station Chandpur Project
07 l Procurement Method | Open Tendering Method (National) N1 stion for Applicant [
FUNDING INFORMATION Crutline of the assigoment and required qualilications & experience [ Details provided i the Standand Request for Appheation (SREA)]
08 | Budget and Source of Funds | GoB Pasition Qualification & Expericnce Dutics & Responsibilitics ]
PARTICULAR INFORMATION : e - Laocal ki Specuiel e The Hilsa specialist must have | 2. Analyze existing status of Hilsa fishenes, including intimidation they
09 | Tender Name Procurement of Data Information System with Firewall, Server and PhD or equivalent degree in | are facing in their habitats of Bangladesh.

i FishenesMan SCIETE ith ; > -
IT Accessories mi;‘:; z:::ncw\u:l__.cm:wz::, b. Review and recommend practical application of knowledge learned
Dat_e Time SRieE Bl e ik &L‘ [rom conventions, consensus, rule and repulations relating (o lsheries amd
10 | Tender Publication date 11/01/2022 - ks g‘l_-mu-.w et g biodiversity cansctvation. and their endroemenit.
11 | Tender Last Selling Date 01/02/2022 4:30 PM s st ave pewkial exparienes c THSN [‘}-thl.‘:- lDirr.'l.'lnr and Director General, BFRI for smooth
12 | Tender closing Date & Time 02/02/2022 2:30 PM i lsa Dshery research planming Tplemeintinn 0L (e project,
13 Dpening Date and Time 02/02/2022 3:00 PM o mangement a.lnd d Development of research planfproject on hilsa fishery as per
implementation of similar | reguirement for implementation by BFRI
Name & Address of the office research project. _ i ; ; :
14 5&”"13 Tender Document ETRC' IEB Bhaban IS'E‘TH FIDDI'}. Ramna, D!]E!(é-'lﬂqﬂ - s Pdusl have sdermal el Jl.r-laEEn;::Id:;ﬁ?:mi::lp&::::rl‘;]n ﬂ;:li.::‘iﬂ::.lr:l:; ﬂirr: ﬂ::ki:,iqﬂg] a;.:ldm:';::iitlz
Receiving Tender Document -do- publication on hilsa research, ecosystem of Bangladesh
Opening Tender Document -do- - . Preparation of detailed plan for development and management of hilsa

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

resources in Bangladesh

Tenderer will have legal, financial, professional capability to deliver
and install the Tendered Items and have 05{five) years' experience
in the relevant field. ) - _
Database Software, Server, Firewall, Laptop, Printer {as mentioned)
Installation, Configuration and Support {(as mentioned)

Tk 3,000/- (Three Thousand)- Non-Refundable

Tk 1,00,000/- (One Lac Only)

Md. Golam Razzaque

Director, Engineering and Operations Division, BTRC

BTRC, IEB Bhaban (5,6,7" Floor), Ramna, Dhaka-1000

Tel: +880-2-2223351455; E-mail: razzaque@btrc.gov.bd

The Procuring Entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.

Other Details
Applicants are requested to provide information as per the format provided in Standard Request for Application (SRFA) mdicating that they
are qualified to perform the services (complete CV in prescribed form with other details as applicable). SRFA may be obtained from the
address below either through email or in person from the office of the undersigned. The applicanis shall submit supporting documenis in
favor of ther expertence and qualifications along with the SRFA.

Proc Enfity Detuils

Name of the official mviting Eol
Designation of I'h'x-:-oﬂ'wi'al“ii:l\-'il:i‘ilrg__ Eol

" Address of the official inviting Eol

15 | Eligibility of Tenderer

16 | Brief Description of Goods

17 | Brief Description of Related Services

18 | Price of Tender Document (Tk.)

19 | Tender Security Amount (Tk)

20 | Name of Official Inviting Tender

21 | Designation of Official Inviting Tender

22 | Address of Official Inviting Tender

23 | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender

24

Md. Abul Bashar

Project Director - B -
Othice ol the Project Director, Bangladesh Fishenes Research Institute,

Rivering Station, Chandpur-3602

Md. Abul Bashar, Project Direclor, Strengthening of Hilsa Rescarch in

Riverine Station Chandpur FProject, Bangladesh Fisheries Research

Institute,  Rivering  Station, Chandpur-3602.  Phone:  +8B0841-

6611 1{Office), Mobile: t8R01 719818187

E-mail mahashar birigd gmail com

The Procoring enlity reserves (he right to accept or reject any or all Eol(s) withoul assigning any reason thereal,

Contract details of the official inviting Eol

Md. Golam Razzaque

|

Director .
! N . T.01.22
Engme;u;:::s s:dﬁ?gzmtmns Md. Al Rasha

Projett Director
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Rivers are not
dumping grounds

Buriganga, Dhaleshwari’s
conditions a cautionary tale of
mismanagement

T seems like there is no end to the plight of Buriganga
Iand Dhaleshwari rivers, their fates unimaginably
entwined. Buriganga had long been the site used
exclusively for dumping of toxic substances from
tanneries processing rawhide. That is until 2017, when
170 of the 210 rawhide processing units in Hazaribagh,
Dhaka were moved to Hemayetpur, Savar. It was expected
that the relocation of tanneries from the bank of
Buriganga to that of Dhaleshwari would rid the former of
its largest source of pollution and, with proper planning
and execution, soften the blow on the latter. But a
study by a team of researchers now shows that, far from
aligning these goals, the move has rather backfired.

The study, conducted by researchers from
Jahangirnagar University, Stamford University and
Waterkeepers, Bangladesh, finds that even though the
tanneries are no longer near the Buriganga, pollution
from rawhide processing continues to deteriorate its
water quality. The tannery estate in Hemayetpur is
upstream of the Dhaleshwari, and the resultant pollution
in the river also streams into the Buriganga, meaning
the latter is still affected. This wasn’t meant to be. Before
2017, the relocation was promoted as the answer to our
river pollution problem, what with the central Effluent
Treatment Plant (ETP) that was supposed to treat all
waste from the tanneries, leaving the Dhaleshwari
unscathed. But even after all these years, the central ETP
remains incomplete, and toxic waste continues to be
dumped into the river.

Make no mistake, waste flown from the Dhaleshwari is
not the only reason for the plight of the Buriganga. There
are still dozens of micro-level rawhide processing units
operating in Hazaribagh. More importantly, the plying
of thousands of vessels, the presence of dyeing factories
at Shyampur, and raw sewage from other factories and
households continue to afflict its water. But in trying to
save one river we’ve condemned another to a slow but
certain death. The study team gave a statistical face to the
gravity of the situation, with Dhaleshwari scoring 27.06
and Buriganga 39.39 on the six indicators based on which
the river data was analysed. The Dhaleshwari is now in the
same category of river health as the Buriganga.

This is a totally unacceptable situation, a cautionary
tale of what happens when we let poor planning,
mismanagement and lack of accountability get in the way
of much-needed reforms. Not only have the authorities
totally failed to uproot major sources of pollution from
the Buriganga’s bank, they have also made the situation
worse for Dhaleshwari by failing to complete the central
ETP in Savar and not holding the polluters responsible
for their actions. The recommendation, as made by the
parliamentary standing committee on the environment
ministry, to shut down the Hemayetpur estate for its lack
of facilities, and the mandatory environmental clearance,
will not help the situation. The government must bring
all heads together to devise a workable plan and eradicate
all sources of pollution to save our rivers.

A hospital amid
garbage!

How can it ensure good health?

F an open dumpster is allowed to exist near the very
I entrance of a hospital, and if it emanates foul stench

all the time, how can you trust that hospital to ensure
the good health of its patients? This is precisely what
avisitor to the Khulna General Hospital will notice
these days. Beside the dumpster, the entire vicinity of
the hospital is littered with waste material, including
organic waste that rot fast. It needs no emphasising that
the stench makes breathing an ordeal for the patients,
hospital visitors, passers-by, and even residents in the
surrounding areas.

A report by this daily on January 12 depicts this sordid
picture of a Khulna City Corporation dumpster placed
right on the opposite of the main gate of the hospital,
where all sorts of garbage and organic waste are dumped
on a regular basis. These not only emit foul odour, but
also provide a perfect feeding and breeding ground
for disease-carrying insects like cockroaches, flies and
mosquitoes, as well as rats. Hospital staff and local people
invariably dump waste in the container. Often, they throw
garbage from a distance, and as a result, half of it falls
outside the dumpster.

More alarmingly, besides kitchen waste from nearby
residences, untreated medical waste is also thrown into
the bin, to be scattered away by scavengers like crows,
cats, and dogs. Hundreds of people, including little
children, who go there to get tested, vaccinated or treated
for serious ailments, are forced to breathe in the toxic air
as long as they are in the hospital.

This is particularly disturbing. At a time when health
experts and even government authorities are urging
people to observe certain hygiene practices to stay safe
from Covid-19, a hospital—a public one, no less—is
encouraging or rather forcing people to do the opposite.
In fact, the garbage bin is situated near the waiting area
of the hospital’s Covid-19 unit, where hundreds of people
come every day o get tested, treated or vaccinated. Even
the local administration, which has a duty to ensure that
no such things happen, has been equally silent about this
macabre spectacle.

Unfortunately, the problem of unregulated waste
dumping is one shared by many other hospitals and
health centres in our country. We have no way of
scientifically assessing their impact, but experts have
repeatedly warned against such irresponsible conduct.
There are many modern technologies for collection
and destruction of household or hospital waste in a
sale and hygienic way. The Khulna General Hospital
authorities should invest more time and money in finding
the best way to keep their premises clean. A general
hospital should ideally be located in a hygienic and well-
maintained area, and proper waste disposal should be a
priority at the very outset.

When will our health system put
patients belore prohts?

Naznin Tithi
is a member of the editorial
team at The Daily Star.

NAZNIN TITHI

r I VHE recently reported cruel act of
a hospital—that removed oxygen
tubes from six-month-old twins

because their mother couldn’t pay the

hospital bills—speaks volumes about
the state of our healthcare sector.

According to a report by the daily

Prothom Alo on January 8, 2022,

Ayesha Akter admitted her twin sons

with breathing difficulty and fever to a

private hospital in Dhaka. Diagnosed

with pneumonia, both the babies were
given oxygen support. After five days of
their stay at the hospital, the authorities
handed her a bill of Tk 1.26 lakh. As

the poverty-stricken woman could not

pay the amount, the hospital owner

directed the staff to remove the oxygen
tubes from the twins’ mouths, and the
staff complied. An hour later, one of the
twins succumbed to his illness.

While this may be an extreme example
of cruelty and medical malpractice by a
particular private healthcare provider,
news of patients being driven out of
hospitals for not being able to pay medical
bills is not uncommon in Bangladesh.
Patients are often handed exorbitant
medical bills by these hospitals and
clinics, as well as given unnecessary
diagnostic tests and medicines. While
many patients sell their land and other
properties to pay for better treatment,
those with no money or properties are
left with no options but to seek over-the-
counter (OTC) treatment, or worse, Stop
seeking treatment at all.

A number of studies carried out by
government and private agencies last
year revealed how malpractices by our
private healthcare providers led to this
high medical expenditure, pushing poor
patients and their families into further
poverty. One such study, conducted by
the Health Economics Unit (HEU) under
the health ministry last year, found that
Bangladesh’s out-of-pocket (OOP) health
expenditure was the highest in South
Asia. OOP expenditure refers to the
expenses that a patient or their family has
to pay directly to the healthcare provider,
where the state or an insurer does not give
any financial support.

According to the HEU study,
Bangladesh’s OOP treatment cost was
68.5 percent in 2020 when the global
average was only 32 percent. One of
the main reasons for such high health
expenditure has been identified as the

A

Access to
healthcare is

a basic human
right, but for a
significant segment
of our population, it
remains a luxury.
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Patients are
often handed
exorbitant
medical bills
by these
hospitals and
clinics, as
well as given
unnecessary
diagnostic
tests and
medicines.

high cost of medicines: 64 percent of
our OOP expenditure goes into buying
medicine, whereas it is only 28 percent
in India. This is because our doctors
prescribe excessive and costly medicines
which are in many cases unnecessary, the
study found.

People are forced to seek treatment
at private hospitals because of poor

NS

management in our public hospitals.
Reportedly, in many of our upazila
hospitals, it is often difficult to find
doctors and staff for help, as well as the
necessary medical equipment to run tests.
In other facilities, high-quality equipment
such as X-Ray machines are lying idle
because there are no trained staff to
operate them.

Our budgetary allocation for the
health sector is also not sufficient—while
an ideal health allocation should be 15
percent of the total budget, according to
the World Health Organization (WHO),
our budgetary allocation for health is
only 5.42 percent in the 2021-22 fiscal
year. And whatever little money the
government does allocate to the health
sector is not properly utilised either.
Furthermore, this sector is riddled with
lack of good governance and rampant
corruption, which has been widely
reported in the media recently.

As more people seek treatment at
private facilities, they are faced with a
number of problems. The high diagnosis
and medicine costs are two of them.
Reportedly, the expenses in private
hospitals are hardly monitored by the
authorities concerned. In 2020, the High
Court directed private hospitals, clinics

and diagnostic centres to submit their
price charts for medical tests and also
directed the authorities concerned to
formulate guidelines to monitor these
facilities under the Medical Practice

and Private Clinics and Laboratories
(Regulation) Ordinance, 1982. Sadly, we
don’t know if any progress has been made
in this regard.

Regulating our private healthcare
providers and improving the overall
management of the public ones are all
the more necessary now, as the country
is at the outset of another Covid-19
onslaught. In the last two years of the
pandemic, patients suffered a lot due
to the extremely high treatment costs
at private hospitals and the inefliciency
of public healthcare facilities. A study
conducted during that time revealed that
Covid-19 treatment cost was unusually
higher in private hospitals compared to
the public ones; while the government
hospitals spent, on an average, Tk 1.28
lakh for a Covid patient in general bed,
in private hospitals, the cost was around
Tk 2.42 lakh—almost double. This was
mainly due to the differences in diagnosis
and medicine costs. However, only a few
public hospitals were properly equipped
to handle Covid patients.

Therefore, unless the ridiculously high
health bills in private hospitals and clinics
can be brought down by formulating
a set of guidelines and implementing
them, and public hospitals and health
complexes are operated efficiently,
ensuring everyone’s access to healthcare
will remain a far-fetched dream.

Saudi, Emirati religious moderation

yvet to inspire others

Dr James M Dorsey

is an award-winning journalist
and a scholar, and a senior
JSellow at the National University
of Singapore’s Middle East
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AUDI Arabia and the United
S Arab Emirates (UAE) have drawn
praise for social reforms that
have domestically reduced the role
of religion in public life. Yet, their
efforts to position their countries
as the Muslim world’s beacons of
an autocratic notion of moderate
Islam have done little to encourage
moderation beyond their borders.

The geographic limits of Saudi and
Emirati moderation are evident in the
housing projects of France, the Rohingya While the
refugee camp in Bangladesh’s Cox . f
Bazar, and in Pakistan. While the rise ris¢ ?
of Islamophobia in recent years due (o lSIanlol’hObla
indiscriminate and senseless acts of inrecent
violence, prejudice against migration, years due to
and right-wing xenophobic agitation is indiscriminate
beyond doubt, equally true is that neither
Saudi Arabia nor the UAE can claim total and sel;scetlse(sj,
innocence. .

“At the risk of simplifying a bit, one vm.len.ce,
could argue that from the mid-1990s pre]udlce
onward, the rise of Islamist violence in against
France that culminated with the terror migration, and
wave of 2015-2016 was essentially a Salafi right-wing
undertaking,” said Marc Weitzmann. o
Weitzmann, who blames the Muslim Xelzop l.l()b!C
Brotherhood and its Middle Eastern agitation is
backers alongside the Saudis for beyond doubt,
France’s problem, appeared to implicitly equal]y true
acknowledge that his assessment did not is that neither
also hold French discriminatory policies Saudi Arabia
and societal attitudes responsible.

The combination of Saudi funding, nor ?he UAE
Islamist agitation, and French policy can claim total
created a brew in an environment of innocence.

increasing anti-Muslim and anti-migrant
sentiment that allowed the UAE to align
its obsessive campaign against political
Islam with the domestic and geopolitical
aspirations of French President
Emmanuel Macron. With an election
scheduled for April, Macron has accused
the Brotherhood and Salafists of Islamist
“separatism” and “supremacy” by allegedly
seeking to introduce an Islamic legal code
that would supersede French law. The
government has in the past year passed
legislation that is widely seen as targeting
Muslims and has cracked down on various
Muslim civil society organisations.

Similarly, militants of the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA)
alongside criminal gangs are gaining
ground in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar,
home to about a million refugees from
Myanmar who have nothing to look
forward to. Like their French brethren,
little short of practical life-improving
solutions will stop Rohingya refugees
from finding solace in religious militancy
and ultra-conservatism.

To be sure, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
have donated millions of dollars for
humanitarian aid to the Rohingya. But
humanitarian aid alone is unlikely to stop
the wound in Cox’s Bazar from festering.
Yet, Myanmar does not rank among the
top recipients of aid in a just published
report on Saudi humanitarian and
development aid.

Saudi Arabia ranks among the world’s
top five donors with 60 percent of the
funds or USD 40 billion allocated to
development in the last 46 years. In
contrast to Myanmar, Pakistan ranks
among the top five recipients of Saudi
largesse in terms of both humanitarian
and development aid.

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan emphasises the role of Islam in
education and the clamping down on
alleged blasphemy, while Saudi Arabia
and the UAE have sought to reduce the
role religion plays in national identity and

public life.

After introducing a singular national
education curriculum that substantially
increases religious content and creating
a body to monitor the curriculum and
watch for blasphemous content on
social media, Khan last week identified
corruption and explicit sexual content on
the internet as the main threats facing
Pakistani and Muslim youth.

In doing so, he ignored the real issues
confronting youth in multiple Muslim-
majority countries: a lack of quality
education that prepares students for a
21st century labour market, the absence
of an intellectual and social environment
that truly encourages creative and
independent thinking, and a dearth
of professional prospects for many
young Pakistanis. Khan has long made
corruption a signature issue, but recently
leaked documents suggest that members
of his cabinet and their families as well as
some of his financial backers and military
officers have parked millions of dollars in
secretly owned offshore companies.

In an online meeting last week with
Islamic scholars, Khan, focusing on
I[slam’s earliest years, appeared to argue
that securing societal ethics and morals
were a prerequisite for the fight against
corruption.

Neither Saudi Arabia nor the UAE
embrace fundamental freedoms,
including the freedom of expression.

On the contrary, their human rights
records are badly tarnished. Nonetheless,
demonstrably nudging Pakistan to
embrace educational reform and counter
law-of-the jungle social militancy,

even if only in line with an autocratic
definition of religious moderation and
helping provide troubled communities
with prospects beyond mere survival,
would constitute a step forward.
Potentially, it would enhance the two
Gulf states’ competing efforts to be icons
of a restrictive form of moderation and
leadership of the Muslim world.
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Not just law, we need social change
to end corpora

Laila Khondkar
is an international
development worker.

LAILA KHONDKAR
ORPORAL punishment is defined
as any punishment in which

C physical force is used with the

intent to cause some degree of pain or
discomfort, however light. Degrading and
humiliating punishment also falls under
this definition. Corporal punishment
violates not just children’s right to
freedom from all violence, but also

their rights to health, development and
education.

In November 2021, the World Health
Organization (WHO) published “Corporal
Punishment and Health,” where it called
for the end of this practice around the
world. The WHO fact sheet highlighted
that a large body of research had
established links between corporal
punishment and a wide range of negative
outcomes—both immediate and long-
term. Some of those are “direct physical
harm, sometimes resulting in severe
damage, long-term disability or death;
mental ill health, including behavioural
and anxiety disorders, depression,
hopelessness, low self-esteem, self-
harm and suicide attempts, alcohol
and drug dependency, hostility and
emotional instability, which continue
into adulthood.” Impaired cognitive and
socio-emotional development; damage
to education, including school dropout

settings, including schools and madrasas,
in Bangladesh. The Ministry of Education
also issued a circular and guidelines

that prohibit corporal punishment in
educational institutions. Yet, corporal
punishment is still pervasive in schools
and madrasas due to weak monitoring
and our general acceptance of this
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New Zealand, Poland, and Romania.
Ending corporal punishment is a
human rights imperative, and essential
if the world is to meet the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) #16.2 to end
all violence against children by 2030.
Prohibition and elimination of corporal
punishment is also a low-cost effective
public health measure, as this contributes
to prevention of domestic violence and
mental illness, and supports education
and developmental outcomes for children.
The ban on corporal punishment
in educational settings should be
implemented in the following ways: 1) All
teachers, parents, community members
and students should be made aware
that corporal punishment is banned in
educational settings; 2) Teachers’ code
of conduct should clearly mention that
they cannot use corporal punishment
against students. Disciplinary actions
should be taken against teachers who
do so; 3) School inspection check-
list should include compliance with
corporal punishment ban; and 4) School
management committees should discuss
and deal with issues related to corporal
punishment in their meetings. This issue
should also be in the regular agenda
of coordination meetings of education
officers and head teachers at district and
upazila levels to assess the situations and
take actions accordingly.
To end corporal punishment in all
settings in Bangladesh, these are what
should be done: 1) A new law should be

children with care and love, which will
help the children in their learning and
development. Teachers should apply
positive discipline techniques to have
their students listen to them.

Corporal punishment is preventable
through multisectoral approaches,

— enacted prohibiting corporal punishment

- J_ﬂ___:._ _SAoat il

of children in all settings; 2) Law reform
must be linked to comprehensive

and lower academic and occupational i o awareness-raising as well as developing
success; increased antisocial behaviour; capacity on positive, non-violent forms of
parenting and teaching methods. Media
. Lo . . ‘hich include law re ) i can play an important role in changin
practice. Not just in educational settings, A ﬁhlchflrlldwj‘ law r Lfogmﬁ.clganglr.lg socigl orms gg that parents Le;ch%r%g
We never justily  but children are subjected to corporal ILLUSTRATION: agn(liun;)rmq around ¢ ld rearing nd all adults treat children wi l;l respoct
hitting an adult  punishment at home, in institutions SAPAT Support. ¢ mlll%lg’ parchnt; , Lahrcgl“ . and dignity; é) Messages on oeilivé Y
even when we are  and workplaces as well. According to support, etc. Research Shows that law disci lg >l'1\ 1d b g Ab d dp d : h
he Multiple Indic Cluster Survey reform has led to reduced acceptance of iscipline should be embedded into the
£ d. Wh the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, . L . .
rustrated. \ 4 o : X corporal punishment among parents and  training of all those who work with or for
2019, carried out by Bangladesh Bureau : : . . -
should that be . i s - other members of society. This has been children and families, as well as in health,
. of Statistics and Unicef, 89 percent ; - : . . .
acceptable in the  f children (114 years) in Bangladesh the case in Sweden, Iinland, Germany, education, and social services.
case of children? experienced violent discipline in the
In many homes past month of the survey. Meanwhile, 35
and institutions, Percent of parents or caregivers expressed Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh @w
adults may be Egﬁgﬁg}"gjt punishment was necessary National Institute of Neuro-sciences and Hospital %
facing difficulties, Corporal punishment makes children ShereBangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207. ™ | @;Lu
b“t taklng thell‘ feel sad, afraid, ashamed, and guﬂ[y‘ Phones 48120079, E-mails H]IIS'E_!‘-I]DSDi.dghS.gO\'.bd I
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earn o accept violence in persona
them can never be Co — -
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harm, including developing cancer, conditions, and teachers are often under U8 | Datc beoazo22
alcohol related problems, migraine, stress from overcrowding and lack of KEY INFORMATION
cardiovascular disease, arthritis and resources, so, they often use corporal 09 | Procurement method | Open ]n:_uun:tu_iu Method (OTM)
obesity that continue into adulthood; and ~ punishment. We never justify hitting an ; FUNDING INFORMATION
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OPINION

Why Murakami resonates

with young readers

In celebration of Haruki Murakami’s birthday on January 12, 2022.

Murakami, SHANJIDA NOWSHIN CHOWDHURY
blflllg part of Haruki Murakami is perhaps one of the
the yo“.ngeSt most celebrated and well known writers
generation to of not only Japan but all of contemporary
take part in literature. His writing is humorous, hypnotic,
the Zenkyoto and known to resonate deeply with the
movement youth of every generation. But what is it
’ about Murakami that gets young readers
grapplec!, first- so enthralled? Is it the deadpan style of
hand, with the narration? The miniscule elements of
struggles of fantasy rising out of the ordinary? Or maybe
identity crises, it’s the absurdist sense of humour that has
and questions come (o be a staple of Gen Z culture? If you
o asked me, I would tell you I didn’t know. Not
re.gard!ng just because I didn’t have the answer, but
alienation because Murakami didn’t either.
and idelltity Haruki Murakami, born in 1949, was part
loss grew to of the first generation of Japanese children

be prominent
themes in many
of his most
popular books.

born after the country’s defeat in World War
II. Japan, at that time, perplexed by their
defeat, was about to embark on the largest
socio-economic transformation in all of
world history. By the time he reached his
youth, Murakami found that the Japan he
lived in was completely different from the
one he was born into.

The 1960s brought about a time of great
economic prosperity in Japan. The value of
their currency increased exponentially, and
the youth grew up paralysed by the silver
spoons shoved into their mouths. With every
material need met by a snap of the finger,
their minds wandered to more philosophical
questions: Who am I? What is my purpose
in life?

Frustrated by their inability to find
answers, and jealous of how the generation
before them were able to draw meaning

THE SHELF

New books by favourite authors
in the first quarter of 2022

by participating in the war, the youth of
Murakami’s generation decided to bear all
of their frustration into one of the largest
student protests in Japanese history: the
Zenkyoto movement, which rebelled against
the US-Japan Security Treaty. However, the
youth behind the rallies weren’t just a band
of rebellious youngsters. They were confused
and alienated individuals, crying out to their
motherland, all in the hopes of figuring out
what their country meant to them, what
they meant to their country, and more
importantly, what they meant to themselves.

Murakami, being part of the youngest
generation to take part in the Zenkyoto
movement, grappled, first-hand, with the
struggles of identity crises, and questions
regarding alienation and identity loss grew
to be prominent themes in many of his most
popular books. For the first few years of his
writing career, Murakami avoided giving his
characters proper names at all. Though the
main characters’ names would be mentioned
in passing, for the majority of the story,
Murakami-—in his detached tone—would
have characters use first-person narration,
referring to themselves as “Boku” (The
Japanese equivalent of “T”).

In Murakami’s later novels, though his
characters grew to have proper names, the
psychological impacts of alienation and
identity loss became increasingly bleak in
his writing.

The use of magic realism, a trademark
of Murakami storytelling, only furthers
the themes of identity loss by presenting
a world that, despite being brutally rooted
in reality, does not deny the absurdity of

everyday existence. The incorporation
of magic into mundane settings allows
Murakami to capture the uncertainty
and confusion with which young people
navigate their way through the world.

As a young Bangladeshi reader, I had
a limited understanding of what the
Japanese youth of Murakami’s generation
felt about losing their sense of national
identity at the hands of Western capitalism.
However, something I did relate to was the
longing to feel connected to my country, be
it through pleasure or pain. With 50 years
under its belt, the Bangladesh Liberation
War is something people my age have no
personal memories of. With an independent
country and endless possibilities, a new
generation of youth are forced to tackle
those same questions Murakami once did,;
what do I mean to my country and what
does my country mean to me?

So, to come back to the original question,
what is it about Murakami that hits so close
to home for young readers? I'd argue that it
is the unknowability of it all. It is about his
stories having ambiguous endings, how the
characters venture in search for answers
only to end up having more questions, or the
lingering confusion lying at the corner of
every page. Murakami’s writing effortlessly
achieves what not many writers can: a shared
connection with his readers about how life is
a whirlwind in which there are far too many
questions and never enough answers.

Shanjida Nowshin Chowdhury is an
English major at the University of Liberal
Arts Bangladesh (ULAB).
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contemporary Manhattan
bustle 0of 1993, and a
futuristic totalitarian
nation in 2093: Hanya
Yanagihara, author of

the bestselling book, A
Little Life (2015), threads
together three different
timelines of the American
experiment in his latest
novel, To Paradise.
Release Date: January 11

. time, Agatha Christie,

: went missing for 11 days
¢ in August 1926. While

: her whereabouts during
¢ this period still remain a
: mystery, Nina de Gramont :
¢ provides some insights

: into her story of a real

: world crisis.

¢ Release Date: February 1

winner Tukaraczuk’s new
: book portrays historical
: figure Jacob Frank’s

¢ charismatic spell which
: leads him to explore

: numerous empires, like
: the Hapsburg and the

¢ Ottoman, and religions
+and sects, like Islam and
: Catholicism.

¢ Release date: February 1

¢ by Misbah and Toufiq

. in Lahore. But in the

. midst of their dreams,

: arrive unforeseen events
: tearing them both in

: different directions.

¢ Having grown up in her
¢ family motel, it comes

¢ asno surprise to find a

¢ book with these elements :
¢ by Sabaa Tahir.

¢ Release date: March 1

Bain, Stuart encompasses
¢ abroad social canvas in his :
¢ new book. Set in Glasgow

: 1992 during a turbulent

¢ time for the Catholics

. and the Protestants, this

: provocative new book

: explores the divisions of

: sectarianism as two young

men fall in love with each

: other.
: Release Date: April 5

: poetry collection, Vuong,
. author of On Earth We're
: Briefly Gorgeous, grieves
¢ at the aftershock of his
: mother’s death and faces
¢ the paradox of despair

¢ move forward.
¢ Release date: April 7

BOOK REVIEW: FICTION

Paulo Coelho,
where are you?

OYESSORZO RAHMAN CHOWDHURY

I love it when Paulo Coelho’s books start with a
challenge or a quest, and The Archer (Penguin
Random House, 2020), accordingly, does not
fail to open with an intriguing pursuit. Upon
reading the prologue, I thought I was in for a
good read; it was rich and humorous, and in line
with the writer’s usual mystical tone.

The book follows the stories of Tetsuya, a
once master archer who has since become a
recluse, a stranger who travels a long way to prove
that his archery skills are superior to that of
Tetsuya’s, and a little village boy who witnesses
it all. The plot reminded me of The Alchemist
(first published in 1988) and the pursuit of
realising one’s own legend, and I was thrilled at
the prospect of discovering the quest through
which the stranger overpowers his doubts and
insecurities. Much to my disappointment, I
found the following pages did not have a strong
plotline, but were instead filled with advice for
the little boy. Reading about the definitions,
characteristics and the mechanism of bows
and arrows, veiled by metaphors, was much too
theoretical and dreary for me.

The story itself felt like reading motivational
quotes on Pinterest instead of a novel. [ am
personally not against motivational quotes, but
lines like, “Join with all those who experiment,
take risks, fall, get hurt, and then
take more risks” sounded

no different from f{lufly
Instagram motivational
speech we come across
everyday. Besides, they
kept to their ill-repute
of being badly written—
being sometimes too
vague, too technical,
and often, outright
banal. For instance,
“To hold the arrow
is to be in touch
with your own
intention. You
must look along
the whole length
of the arrow, check
that the feathers guiding
its flight are well placed, and make
sure that the point is sharp”. They stuck
out even more because Paulo Coelho has always
been a sophisticated writer. And even though
the book adheres with the enlightening tone
Coelho usually commandes, it does not hold the
reader’s attention because it is not in touch with
a compelling story.

I applaud Coelho for choosing a unique
approach for this book and appreciate the pep
talk and timely effort for advocating mental
well being, but cannot get over how cliched and
generic the approach was in this book. I patiently
expected this rambling to end and hoped for the
story introduced in the prologue to take a turn;
it never did. A 130-page book, with more than
a quarter filled with illustrations by Christoph
Neiman and half empty pages, The Archer did
not come close to any of the other books Coelho
has written previously.

We can’t possibly know about a writer’s
motivation behind writing their books, but I do
feel readers try to find the author’s mark in their
works. And I, despite being a fan, could not find
Paulo Coelho in The Archer.

Oyessorzo is a humanitarian worker.
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Either/Or

: Time is a Mother :

: Ocean Vuong (Jonathan : Elif Batuman (Jonathan
¢ Cape) : Cape)

¢ In this deeply intimate : In this sequel to the

. entertaining and

¢ intellectually stimulating
: The Idiot, Either/Or

: follows Harvard student

¢ Selin on her exploration

¢ through literature and her
¢ efforts to fuse into her life,
¢ as she faces an exciting

- Summer in 1996.

: Release date: May 26

/ Md Tanjim Hossain is a contributor.
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What to

South Africa vs India
3rd Test, Day 3
Live from 04:30 pm

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah celebrates with Virat Kohli after taking the wicket of South Africa’s Keegan Petersen, who led the resistance with a 72-run knock as the hosts

were bundled out for 210 runs in reply to India’s first innings total of 223 on the second day of the decisive third and final Test at Newlands yesterday.

Liton
attains
career-
best Test
ranking

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh batter Liton
Das has been rewarded
for his impressive batting
performance in the just
concluded two-match
Test series against New
Zealand as the stylish
right-hander attained
career-best rankings in
Tests.

Liton, who
hit his second
Test ton in
the final
match with
a brilliant
display of
strokeplay,
moved up 17
places to 15
in the rankings
with 683 rating
points.

The elegant right-
hander also scored 86 in
the only innings that he
batted in the first Test
against the Kiwis. He
scored a total of 196 runs
in the series.

BPL. fixtures
announced
SPORTS REPORTER

Chattogram Challengers
are set to take on

Fortune Barishal in the
opening match of the
Bangabandhu Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL) at
the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur on
January 21 after the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) issued the itinerary
for the eighth edition of
the BPL yesterday.

Later on the same day,
Khulna Tigers will face
Minister Group Dhaka at
the same venue.

As per the fixtures, the
day game on Fridays will
begin at 1:30pm while
the night game will get
underway from 6:30pm.

On weekdays, both
the day match and night
match will begin an hour
early. Qualifiers, final and
the majority of the league
matches will be played in
Dhaka with Chattogram
and Sylhet hosting
matches during the
second and fourth phases
of the league matches
respectively.

PGOTO;REUTERS

‘SKky is the limit’

Under skipper Mominul Haque, Bangladesh drew a Test series in New Zealand for the first time
following a historic eight-wicket win in the first Test at Mount Maunganui. It was the perfect remedy
after a disastrous 2021 and showed promise of Bangladesh cricket moving in the right direction. From
that perspective, Bangladesh’s Test captain spoke to The Daily Star’s Mazhar Uddin, opening up and
sharing various aspects during an exclusive interview. The excerpts are below:

The Daily Star (DS): What was the
expectation when you traveled to New
Zecaland?

Mominul Haque (MH): To be honest, we
got more than we expected. Our backs
were against the wall following defeats one
after another and the failure in the T20
World Cup. We were hoping to play better
cricket, but speaking frankly we never
thought of something like this.

DS: It looked like a different Bangladesh
team in the first Test. What was the recipe
behind the change in mentality?

MH: I am not a good motivational
speaker. The credit must go
to Khaled Mahmud Sujon
and Mushfiqur Rahim. They
encouraged the boys and
worked really hard to motivate
players. We never thought of the
result. We instead focused on the
process. Credit to the boys that
they were able to execute. The win
gave us belief.

DS: How can the Bangladesh team take
this belief forward?

MH: I think it will give us confidence in
the coming days because the players have
started to believe that they can beat any
team abroad. In international cricket, the
difference in skills is mostly negligible but
it’s the mentality that is important. At

times players and even supporters do not
believe that we can win and I want that to
change. If you have the belief that you can
win, it actually keeps you 50 percent ahead
even before you enter the field.

DS: As a captain, you were under
tremendous pressure prior to the New
Zealand series. Did that result come as a
big relief to you?

MH: [ won’t say it’s a relief but we needed
that win as a team. As captain, I still

don’t feel we have done a tremendous job.
However, the reaction to the win makes it
seem it was a big achievement. As captain,

I want more. I want to win matches abroad
against bigger opponents consistently. The
sky is the limit.

DS: What are the things you want to retain
from this tour in the coming days?

MH: We want to keep the process right
and not focus on the outcome. The
youngsters are now interacting a lot in
the dressing room and we are focusing on
developing a good culture.

DS: Do you think things will stay the same
or may get better when seniors like Shakib
Al Hasan and Tamim Igbal return?

MH: It will obviously boost the team
because they have performed well over the
years and contributed. Their experience
will definitely help us in the coming days.

DS: How fascinating was it to see Ebadot
Hossain stepping up and taking center
stage? And what’s your take on Liton’s
batting?

MH: Ebadot didn’t perform exceptionally
ever since starting his career and he finally
delivered after two years. If you notice,

it’s the belief towards him which paid off
eventually. It shows that it is important

(o give time to players instead of wanting
instant results. On the other hand, Liton is
always a special case. It's good to see that
he has taken the next step and become
more consistent.
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World Number 1 Novak Djokovic rests at Melbourne Park during a training session but he could still have his visa cancelled again if
Immigration minister exercises discretionary power. Meanwhile, Djokovic blamed “human error” on Wednesday for a mistake in his
Australian immigration paperwork and apologised for breaking isolation for a photoshoot when he had Covid-19 last month.

U-19s confident
despite
challenges

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Under-19s are gearing up to defend
their title in West Indies, starting with their fixture
against England at Basseterre, St Kitts on January
16 in the upcoming ICC Under-19 World Cup.

Captain Rakibul Hasan, who was instrumental
in Bangladesh’s triumph in the previous edition
of the tournament, was hopeful that the newly-
built side can do something special.

“The goal would be to at least make the
semifinals,” the skipper urged.

Pakistan are the only country to successfully
defend their title when they followed up their
triumph in 2004 by winning the trophy again in
2006. Rakibul was confident they can repeat the
feat while also reiterating that the loss to India in
the recently-concluded Under-19 Asia Cup will
not dent the young Tigers’ confidence.

“I don’t think there will be
any problems. We have been
working on our batting and
hope things will go smoothly
in the tournament. Of course
we want o win it again. Every
team came here to win,” he
added.
However, things were a
bit challenging in terms of
preparation this time around.
“This year we could not prepare
adequately due to the Covid situation.
We're hoping the upcoming matches will see us
play our best cricket if we can execute our plans,”
he said. Rakibul has the experience of playing this
tournament and he was hoping to use that to his
advantage in leading a young side.

“Last time we had a good squad and this time
around the challenges will be quite similar but we
have the kind of players to once again prove our
mettle,” he said.

Salahuddin ponders
appointing foreign

refs for BPL

SPORTS REPORTER

Following the controversy over the referees’
decisions in the recently concluded Federation
Cup, Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF)
president Kazi Salahuddin is thinking of
appointing foreign referees to conduct a few
important fixtures of the upcoming Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL) starting from February 3.

BFF professional league management
committee chairman and senior vice president
Abdus Salam Murshedy, however, ruled out the
possibility of [oreign referees’ appointment on
Monday after Saif SC had urged on the matter
citing referee bias during their Federation Cup
semifinal against Abahani.

The statement from Salahuddin came
yesterday following a meeting with a group of
Mohammedan officials, who also raised questions
over referees’ decisions in their Federation Cup
semifinal against Rahmatganj MFS.

“There are so many questions coming up
[regarding the referees’ decisions] and it is a
very good idea to have foreign coaches ofliciate
in about 10 to 12 important league matches.

If the cancellation of the penalty in the match
between Saif SC and Abahani was made by the
foreign referees, there would not have been
any confusion,” Salahuddin told The Daily Star
yesterday.

“If I can afford the financial aspect, a bunch of
foreign referees will be hired. The local referees
can also learn from them. But I don’t want to
have foreign coaches officiate in all the league
matches as that would prove detrimental for the
local coaches,” Salahuddin added.

Uncertainty looms
over Indonesia
friendlies

SPORTS REPORTER

A bit of uncertainty looms over Bangladesh’s
two FIFA friendlies against Indonesia this month
after the hosts insisted on players and coaching
stafl being fully vaccinated in order to enter the
country.

Under the guidance of the new Spanish coach
Javier Cabrera, who is scheduled to arrive in
Dhaka on Saturday, Bangladesh national football
team are scheduled to play two friendly matches
against Indonesia on January 24 and 27.

“On Tuesday, the Football Association
of Indonesia informed that Bangladesh
contingent needs to have received two dosages
of coronavirus vaccine in order to enter their
country,” Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF)
general secretary Abu Nayeem Shohag told The
Daily Star yesterday.

“They [Indonesia] will let us know about their
decision tomorrow [Thursday] whether we can
enter Indonesia having received a single dose of
Covid-19 vaccine,” Shohag added.

Replying to a query, Shohag said, “We can
arrange vaccines for the players by tomorrow
[Thursday] but the problem is that some seven
to eight players took the first dosage of vaccine a
few days ago and they are not eligible to take the
second dosage of vaccine anytime soon. ”
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People enjoy boat rides on the Laal Shapla Beel in Sylhet’s Jaintiapur upazila. The Dibir Haor there has four such beels, of which the Laal Shapla Beel is most popular
among locals and tourists for the beautiful display of floating red lotuses across the water body. However, the beel has been a victim to land grabbers for the past few
years, threatening not only its tourism value but also its biodiversity.

DHAKA-WASHINGTON TIES

Bangladesh
seeks thaw

Relations to reach new
heights, says Miller

PORIMOL PALMA

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

TRANSPORT AT HALF-CAPACITY

Owners lobbying to
get order withdrawn

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Chairman Golam Sadeq told The Daily Star last

Transport leaders are at it once again: throwing

night.
Contacted, Mahbub Uddin Ahmed, president

Dhaka plans to strengthen its engagement with
Washington to smoothen the strained relationship
following the US measures taken to keep Bangladesh
under scrutiny as far as democracy and human rights are
concerned.

The Biden administration slapped sanctions on Rab
and seven of'its current and former officials on human
rights violations on December 10. It also did not invite
Bangladesh to the Democracy Summit on December
9-10.

The recent amendment to the US Leahy Law makes it
mandatory for Bangladesh, like other countries getting
funding from the US on security issues, to inform how
and where the fund is being used.

Dhaka is discussing the law before sending the written
consent in response (o a letter from Washington on
December 1.

According to international relations experts, the Biden
administration’s focus is on democracy and human
rights globally, and its recent actions indicate that it
wants Bangladesh to do more to improve democratic
values and human rights.

Though initially Dhaka protested the sanctions,
Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen late December wrote
to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, requesting him
to reconsider the sanctions.

On January 3, he told reporters that some countries
are dissatisfied with Bangladesh and that the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Fire at Sajek, again

Cottage owners suspect sabotage

their weight to get the government to take a
decision that serves their interests.

With the view to preventing a third wave of
Covid-19 cases and a subsequent lockdown, the
government has ordered half capacity in public
transport to maintain social distancing.

The move has left the transport leaders with
their arms up in the air.

They are now engineering to get the Cabinet
Division to walk back on the decision in a fashion
not too dissimilar from the one seen back in
November to get the government to hike the bus
and launch fares following a 23 percent hike in
diesel and kerosene prices.

The Daily Star has learnt after speaking with a
host of launch and bus operators that they would
be hiking the fare if they have to operate at half
capacity.

To avert such a scenario, which would be of great

inconvenience for the ordinary citizen, the launch
and road transport leaders were busy lobbying
yesterday.

In a letter to the shipping secretary, the
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) said the big launches are spacious enough
to maintain social distancing even at full capacity.
Besides, launches have separate cabins.

Subsequently, it requested the shipping ministry

to take steps to amend the cabinet division’s order.
“We are waiting for a response,” BIWTA

of the Bangladesh Inland Waterways (passengers’
carriers) Association, said they did not demand to
operate launch with full capacity but it would be
better if the government allowed them to.

“Like the planes, we want to operate buses
with full capacity while maintaining the health
guidelines,” said Mashiur Rahman Ranga, president
of the Bangladesh Road Transport Owners
Association, after a meeting with the Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority (BRTA).

There would be a scarcity of public transport on
the roads if the buses and minibuses run at half
capacity while all offices and other establishments
stay open, BRTA Chairman Nur Mohammad
Mazumder told reporters after the meeting quoting
the transport leaders.

The transport owners also demanded that
the government arrange a crash programme to
vaccinate all transport workers as many of them
are still unvaccinated, he said, adding that all their
proposals would be forwarded to the road transport
and bridges ministry.

Like the BIWTA, the BRTA will write to the
ministry to amend the cabinet division’s decision
regarding half capacity, said an official requesting
anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue.

As things stand, the road transport owners will
operate at half capacity at the existing fare from
Saturday, according to Mazumder - just like the
Bangladesh Railway.

ANTI-STATE COMMENTS
Govt mulls
scrapping
PASSPOrts

It’s for those abroad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has taken initiatives to scrap the
passports of those engaged in anti-state activities
and making anti-Bangladesh comments while
living abroad.

AKM Mozammel Haque, chairman of the
Cabinet Committee on Law and Order, came up
with the comment while talking to journalists
yesterday.

“Those who are involved in anti-state activities
and making anti-state statements abroad will be
listed and their passports will be impounded.”

He, however, did not mention anyone’s name.
“The list will be made upon verification,” he said.

The issue came into the discussion at the
Cabinet committee meeting on law and order
held at the home ministry.

“We have advised those who are doing these
anti-state activities abroad to have their passports
revoked,” said the minister.

“Let a list of them be prepared, by collecting
data of who is doing what and what they are doing.
The decision has been taken and instruction is
given to cancel their passport,” he added.

In recent times, some Awami League leaders
have been found complaining that some
Bangladeshis from abroad are involved in anti
state propaganda.

St Martin’s Island
declared marine
protected area

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has declared 1,743sqkm of the
Bay of Bengal, including St Martin’s Island in
Cox’s Bazar, a marine protected area.

Earlier, 590 hectares of the island had been
announced an ecologically critical area.

Issuing a press release yesterday, the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
said the decision was taken to help prevent
uncontrolled ships and motor boats, overfishing,
dumping of waste and harmful chemicals in the
sea, destruction of coral colonies and depletion of
the area’s biodiversity.

St Martin’s Island is now the second, and by
far the largest, marine protected area in the
country.

According to The Wildlife Conservation
Protection Act-2012, under which the declaration
was made, no person shall harvest, destroy
or collect any natural resources or disturb or
threaten any wildlife, destroy their habitat and
pollute watercourse. It will even restrict people
from entering the area without permission from
the authorities.

However, people will be able to enter the area
with permission, perhaps by paying an entry fee,
for study or investigation purposes on relevant
and helpful subjects on wildlife, photography,
research, and ecotourism.

The declaration will help the authorities
concerned enforce laws to limit extraction of
marine resources from this protected area, which
will ultimately increase marine fish resources and
aquatic animal breeding there, said the release.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, CHATTOGRAM

A fire left a cottage in ashes in
Rangamati’s Sajek early yesterday, around
40 days after four other cottages and a
restaurant were gutted in another fire in
the tourist destination.

The owners believe these are nothing
but acts of arson.

KM Aslam Hossain, a sub-inspector
of Ruilui Police Camp at Sajek valley in
Bagaichhari upazila, said yesterday’s fire
at “Rock Paradise” could be an act of
sabotage.

“The electricity in the area went off just
15 minutes before the incident,” he said.

Bagaichhari does not have any unit of
the fire services. So, teams from nearby
Dighinala in Khagrachhari had to step in
to douse the flames.

Al Amin, station officer of the fire
services in Dighinala, said they were
informed around 2:35am and reached the
spot in the remote area around 5:15am.

“We are investigating to know how the
fire originated,” he said.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Hossain

Mohammad Omar, owner of Rock
Paradise, said, “It is definitely an act of
sabotage. Why are fires breaking out in
Sajek? All these seem pre-planned.”

Maruati Lushai, owner of three of the
four cottages ravaged by the December 2
fire, said no one from the administration
provided her with any help so far.
“Everyone here knows these are pre-
planned arson attacks, but no one dares
(o protest...”

There are 84 cottages in the tourist
spot, according to Rahul Chakma John,
organising secretary of cottage owners’
association at Sajek valley. “Owners and
employees of all cottages are passing their
days in fear of more arson in future,” he
said.

He demanded proper security in the
area.

Asked about the allegation by the
cottage owners, Bagaichhari Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Shariful Islam said, “We
need more time to know the details.”

“We couldn’t provide them with
support because they did not ask for it,”
he said, replying to another question.

People crowd a TCB truck in the capital’s Motijheel area yesterday, as prices of daily essentials keep
escalating. Many customers buy the products and sell them later at higher prices after striking deals with

outside shopkeepers, depriving others of an adequate amount of essentials.

Youth playing
mobile game
killed by train

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
LALMONIRHAT

A youth was run over and
killed by a train while he
was playing games on his
mobile phone sitting on
the rail line in Thatmari
Bridge area of Kurigram’s
Rajarhat upazila on
Tuesday night.

The dead, Rashedul
Islam, 18, was a resident
of Thatmari village in the
same upazila. He passed
SSC exams this year.

Quoting witnesses,
Rajarhat Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Raju
Sarkar said Rashedul
and his two friends were
playing Free Fire game
on their mobile phones,
wearing earphones.

As the Kurigram-bound
Rangpur Express whistled
into the area around
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