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Lata in ICU with Covid
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Rachna told The Indian 
Express that “Lata taai 
has tested positive for 
Covid-19, and considering 
her age, doctors advised 
us to admit her in the 
ICU because she requires 
constant care.” 

“We cannot take a 
chance. As a family, we 
want the best for her and 
we want to ensure that she 

gets proper medical care.” 
During a career 

spanning seven decades, 
the singer, who began 
crooning at the age of 13, 
has sung songs in more 
than 1,000 Hindi films and 
in several other languages. 

She is the recipient of 
India’s highest civilian 
honour Bharat Ratna, three 
National Film Awards, the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award. 

Justice
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law enforcement was called 
in, who shot workers with 
pellet guns. Kanchon was 
severely wounded after 
being shot at point blank 
range.

Kanchon’s family’s 
battle to save his life is 
vividly chronicled in the 
film. Although Kanchon 
did receive compensations 
from his employer, this 
came much later and only 
due to activists raising their 
voices.

Director of the film 
Mahtab Uddin Ahmed said, 
“Information and evidence 
are the most powerful 
tools to fight injustice 
and oppression. We need 
to collect and preserve 
evidence to strengthen our 
fight against injustice.”

Eminent photographer 
and founder of Drik 
Shahidul Alam said, 
“Ironically, those who are 
working day and night to 
keep our economy alive are 
some of the most neglected 
people of our country.” 

“On the other hand, 
those who are exploiting 
these poor workers have 
become VIPs of the 
country. Our struggle is 
against this so called VIPs.

Financier now allowed
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an appeal seeking the 
tribunal’s order to unblock 
her passport and allow her 
to take her parents abroad 
for treatment.

Legal experts have 
termed such an order, 
which allows a militant 
suspect to go abroad, 
is unprecedented. They 
fear she may not return 
if allowed to go abroad 
and engaged themself in 
further conspiracy.

“The government should 
immediately appeal against 
the order,” Khurshid Alam 
Khan, a noted criminal law 
expert, told The Daily Star 
yesterday. 

The tribunal order 
reached the SB on 
December 1 and prompted 
its immigration wing to 
seek the CTTC’s opinion 
the next day. 

Contacted, Mosharraf 
Hossain, Nabila’s lawyer, 
yesterday said that apart 
from corruption-related 
cases, there is no bar to 
allow an accused to go 
abroad for the sake of his or 
her life and property. 

“She can be granted such 
an order on humanitarian 
grounds… The SB, however 
has not yet unblocked 
her passport and we will 
inform the tribunal at the 
next hearing.”

UN voices ‘concern’ 
over key Yemen port 
after military claim
AFP, DUBAI

The UN mission in Yemen’s 
rebel-held port of Hodeida 
yesterday expressed “great 
concern” over claims it 
was being used for military 
purposes and demanded 
access for an inspection.

The United Nations 
Mission to Support the 
Hodeida Agreement said 
the port was vital for the 
impoverished country, 

where a seven-year war 
has pushed millions to the 
brink of famine.

The Saudi-led 
coalition fighting 
alongside government 
forces accused the Iran-
backed Huthi rebels of 
militarising the Red Sea 
ports and threatened 
to attack them after the 
insurgents seized a United 
Arab Emirates-flagged 
ship last week.

High-tech vessel
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this.
The ship, which cost 

Tk 8.57 crore to build, 
is equipped with fish 
finders, echo sounders, and 
navigation and modern 
communication systems. 

Md Anisur Rahman, 
chief scientific officer 
of Bangladesh Fisheries 
Research Institute, said that 
the vessel would enhance 
the strategies and skills of 
the Hilsa research team.

“This ship can go 
everywhere including the 
deep sea. As a result, the 
pace of work will also 
increase,” said Rahman, 
who has been working on 
hilsa research since 1987.

The country now has 
the potential to produce 
an estimated 6 lakh 10 
thousand tonnes hilsa 
every year, he added. 

“The current production 
stands at 5.5 million tonnes 

per year, which is much 
higher than it was in 2003, 
when the production fell 
below 200,000 tonnes. 

“The ban on catching 
brood and fry improved 
the situation and with the 
addition of this ship, it is 
possible to reach optimum 
production.”

Abul Bashar, director 
of the Hilsa research-
strengthening project, 
said, “This ship will play 
an important role in 
identifying potential new 
hilsa breeding grounds 
and help assess the current 
status of the previously 
identified sanctuaries.” 

Yahya Mahmoud, 
director general of the 
Bangladesh Fisheries 
Research Institute, said, 
“The ship can be used 
to go to all relevant 
places, including the sea 
bay and collect various 
information.”
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ASM Ali 
Kabir laid 
to rest
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Chairman 
of River 
Protection 
Com-
mission 
ASM Ali 
Kabir 
was laid 
to rest at the Martyred 
Intellectuals’ Graveyard in 
Mirpur yesterday.

Kabir, also president 
of Bangladesh Athletics 
Federation, passed away on 
Monday night at a hospital 
in Dhaka. He was 70.

Kabir also served 
as a secretary of the 
government and won a 
national sports award as an 
organiser.

His namaz-e-janaza 
took place at the 
secretariat mosque at 
11:30pm. State Minister 
for Shipping Khalid 
Mahmud Chowdhury, 
cabinet secretary 
Khandker Anwarul Islam 
and secretary of the water 
resources ministry Kabir 
Bin Anwar participated in 
the janaza.

In a condolence 
message, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina prayed 
for the eternal peace of 
the departed soul and 
conveyed deep sympathy 
to the bereaved family.
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