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Ethiopian raid on 
IDP camp kills 56
REUTERS, Addis Ababa

An air strike in Ethiopia’s Tigray region killed 
56 people and injured 30, including children, 
in a camp for displaced people, aid workers told 
Reuters on Saturday, citing local authorities.

Military spokesman Colonel Getnet Adane and 
government spokesman Legesse Tulu did not 
immediately respond to requests for comment. 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s spokeswoman 
Billene Seyoum did not respond to a request for 
comment.

The government has previously denied 
targeting civilians in the 14-month conflict with 
rebellious Tigrayan forces.

The spokesman for the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) that has been fighting 
the central government, Getachew Reda, said in a 
tweet that “Another callous drone attack by Abiy 
Ahmed in an IDP (Internally Displaced People) 
camp in Dedebit has claimed the lives of 56 
innocent civilians so far.”

The strike in the town of Dedebit, in the 
northwest of the region near the border with 
Eritrea, occurred late on Friday night, said the aid 
workers, who asked not to be named as they are 
not authorised to speak to the media.

Earlier on Friday, the government had freed 
several opposition leaders from prison and said it 
would begin dialogue with political opponents in 
order to foster reconciliation.

Both aid workers said the number of dead 
was confirmed by the local authorities. The aid 
workers sent Reuters pictures they said they had 
taken of the wounded in hospital, who included 
many children.

164 killed in Kazakhstan unrest
Say reports; nearly 6000 arrested after riots sparked by fuel protests

AGENCIES

More than 160 people were killed and nearly 
6,000 arrested in Kazakhstan after the riots 
that shook Central Asia’s largest country 
over the past week.

The interior ministry, quoted yesterday 
by local media, said initial estimates put 
property damage at about 175 million euros 
($198m) after the deadly violence sparked by 
fuel protests.

More than 100 businesses and banks were 
attacked and looted and about 400 vehicles 
destroyed, the ministry said.

A total of 164 people, including two 
children, were killed in violent, Russia’s 
Sputnik news agency cited the health 
ministry as saying yesterday.

It said 103 people had died in 
Kazakhstan’s main city of Almaty, where the 

worst of the violence took place.
 “Today the situation is stabilised in all 

regions of the country,” Interior Minister 
Erlan Turgumbayev said, adding nonetheless 
“the counterterror operation is continuing in 
a bid to re-establish order in the country”.

A relative calm appeared to return to the 
main city Almaty with police sometimes 
firing shots into the air to stop people 
approaching its central square.

In total, 5,800 people have been detained 
for questioning as part of 125 separate 
investigations into the unrest, the interior 
ministry said.

The energy-rich country of about 19 
million people was rocked by a week of 
violence with dozens killed after riots 
prompted President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
to issue shoot-to-kill orders to end unrest he 
has blamed on what he terms “bandits and 

terrorists”.
Fuel price rises sparked the unrest a week 

ago in western provincial areas but they 
quickly reached large cities, including the 
economic hub Almaty, where riots erupted 
and police opened fire using live rounds 
amid the deadliest outbreak of violence in 
the country’s 30 years of independence.

At Tokayev’s invitation, the Russia-led 
Collective Security Treaty Organisation 
(CSTO) sent troops to restore order, an 
intervention that comes at a time of high 
tension in Russia-United States relations 
ahead of new talks on the Ukraine crisis.

 “A number of strategic facilities have 
been transferred under the protection of the 
united peacekeeping contingent of the CSTO 
member states,” the presidential office said 
in a statement detailing a security briefing 
chaired by Tokayev.

Mourners embrace as they attend an outdoor vigil for the victims of Ukrainian passenger jet flight PS752, which was shot down two years ago over Iran, in Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada, on Saturday. The plane was shot down shortly after take-off from Tehran’s Imam Khomeini airport on January 8, 2020, killing all 176 people on aboard. 

Most of the pessengers were Canadian-Iranians.  PHOTO: REUTERS 

‘See you later’
First Colombian with non-
terminal illness dies legally 

by euthanasia

REUTERS, Bogota

Colombian Victor Escobar became the first person 
in the Andean country with a non-terminal illness 
to die by legally regulated euthanasia late on 
Friday, his lawyer Luis Giraldo confirmed.

“We reached the goal for patients like me, 
who aren’t terminal but degenerative, to win this 
battle, a battle that opens the doors for the other 
patients who come after me and who right now 
want a dignified death,” Escobar, 60 said in a video 
message sent to media by Giraldo.

On Saturday, a second Colombian, a woman 
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALA), also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, was euthanized.

Escobar suffered from end-stage chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, which greatly 
diminishes quality of life, as well as a number of 
other conditions, Giraldo told Reuters.

The procedure took place in a clinic in Cali, the 
capital city of Colombia’s Valle del Cauca province.

“I’m not saying goodbye, just ‘see you later,’” 
Escobar said.

Escobar had fought two-years for his right to 
euthanasia in the face of opposition from doctors, 
clinics and courts, even though the Constitutional 
Court last year recognized the procedure should 
not be available just for the terminally ill.

On Saturday, Martha Sepulveda underwent 
the procedure in the city of Medellin at midday, 
DescLAB - who supported her case - said in a 
statement. Sepulveda, who had been diagnosed 
with Lou Gehrig’s disease in 2018, was due to 
be euthanized on October 10 last year, but the 
procedure was halted at the eleventh hour.

Colombia’s Constitutional Court removed 
penalties for euthanasia under certain 
circumstances in 1997 and ordered the procedure 
to be regulated in 2014. The first person in 
Colombia with a terminal illness to die under those 
rules was in 2015.


