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3. They can minimise 
harmful bacteria.

4. They may alleviate 
inflammation.

5. Nigella seeds could 
help protect the liver. 

6. They can aid in blood 
sugar regulation.

However, none of the 
uses listed above are 
science-backed and cannot 
replace medical treatment.
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stones at the birds. The 
area needs a security guard 
during peak hours to avoid 
this issue,” Hasan said.

Contacted, JU Acting 
Registrar Rahima Kaneez 
said,” We have received 
Prof Hasan’s letter and we 
are taking steps. We have 
already restricted student’s 
entrance from the backside 
of the transport yard. 
We have also imposed a 
restriction for outsiders 
from January 9 due to 
Covid-19 situation.”

Restaurant
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decrease to a very low 
number.”

“We welcome the 
government’s steps for 
curbing the infection rate, 
but it should take realistic 
steps,” he said. “Instead 
of showing certificates, it 
should emphasise wearing 
facemasks and physical 
distancing.”

Abdul Hannan, general 
secretary of the association, 
said, “We haven’t received 
any incentive from the 
government during the 
pandemic.”

“Around three lakh 
workers have been working 
in the sector in the city, and 
around eight lakh people 
are dependent on their 
income,” he said.

Why destroy when
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the old building on the 
school ground will be 
demolished, while plans 
were put forward of 
constructing a similar one 
in its place.

Amirul Islam, acting 
head teacher of the school, 
told The Daily Star that 
the meeting was held 
after receiving the letter 
from KCC asking them 
to remove the building. 
“On December 21, we 
issued a tender notice in 
newspapers to sell off the 
building. January 4 was the 
last date for submission of 
tenders for the building; 
a total of six tenders have 
been received.”

Shankar Kumar Mallick, 
associate professor and 
researcher of the city’s 
Government Brajalal 
College (BL College), told 
The daily Star that rather 
than demolishing the 
old building, it should be 

preserved. 
He suggested that this 

can be done by turning it 
into an art gallery.

Contacted, ex-KCC 
executive engineer Liaquat 
Ali Khan said he’s retired 
now and does not want 
to speak about the issue. 
Ejaj Morshed Chowdhury, 
incumbent chief engineer 
of KCC, said did not want 
to talk about the issue 
either. Curiously, this was 
also echoed by school 
body president Mahfuza 
Sahabuddin.

Meanwhile, Khulna 
regional director of DoA 
Afroza Khan Mita told The 
Daily Star, “By preserving it 
as a monument of special 
personality, it can be 
developed as a potential 
tourist destination in 
accordance with the 
Tourism Act, 2010.”

She said she will look 
into the issue. 
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Book Hounds
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switched our gears to 
science and technology. 
Hearing the stories of 
a well-travelled cousin 
whetted our appetite for 
travel writing. The scent 
might have changed, but 
the book hound pursued 
relentlessly.

Changing technology 
shifted our world of books 
by offering new sources 
for intellectual stimulation 
and gratification. Quick 
results promised by the 
Web, social media and 

new gadgets replaced 
the seduction of books. 
But books made of paper 
persisted and bookstores 
left standing became 
monuments for book 
hounds. Their hunger 
for a good book, and 
their willingness to go 
through great lengths to 
collect it, has remained 
undiminished.
.....................................................
For the author’s daily 

bird photos, please follow 

“ihtishamkabir” on 

Instagram.
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The Kuhelia crying
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During a recent visit, this 
correspondent saw dozens 
of workers levelling the 
road with a roller machine 
near Rajghata bridge.

One worker said 
they were instructed to 
accelerate the construction 
work. “That’s why we’re 
working round the clock,” 
he said.

Talking to this 
correspondent, in late 
October, Fazle Rabbi, an 
additional chief engineer at 
RHD and the then project 
director, said they took 
measures to mitigate the 
environmental impact.

He did not give a direct 
response as to why they 
concealed information in 
the EIA.

“The earth would be 
removed after the project’s 
completion. You have to 
break something to make 
something,” said Fazle.

He claimed the 
construction work did not 
stymie the river current 
as the road is being 
constructed on flood 
plains, which he said is 
a common practice to 
control floods.

Earlier in August 2017, 
the Cox’s Bazar district 
administration, on behalf 
of the RHD, had sent a 
letter to the land ministry, 
seeking to lease 62 acres 
of land for the road 
construction.

As many as 54 acres 
of the area are river land, 
according to the minutes 
of a September 9, 2021 
meeting of a committee 
formed by the PMO.

The ministry had 
rejected the proposal.

In late October last year, 
Amin Al Parvej, additional 
deputy commissioner 
(revenue) of Cox’s Bazar, 
said they sent the proposal 
to the land ministry 
considering the national 
importance of the project.

“The ministry asked us 

to send another proposal 
changing the status of the 
river,” he said.

Contacted on Thursday, 
he said they were yet to 
send the proposal. “The 
matter is now sub judice 
as a writ petition was filed 
in this regard,” he said, 
claiming that the RHD 
realigned the road to avoid 
taking river land.

Talking to The Daily 
Star in late October, Md 
Saleh Uddin, additional 
secretary of the land 
ministry (land acquisition), 
said, “They [Cox’s Bazar 
district administration] 
sent us a proposal to 
acquire the shoal of the 
Kuhelia river, which was 
identified as a river in land 
documents. The project 
director knows very well 
as to why we rejected the 
proposal. So does the 
deputy commissioner of 
Cox’s Bazar.”

About the land 
ministry’s objection, Fazle 
Rabbi said it was a case 
of one government entity 
building a road on another 
government entity’s land.

The government even 
allocated Tk 24 crore for 
land acquisition, he said, 
trying to justify their 
action.

Shafikul Islam, former 
assistant engineer of 
SMEC Bangladesh, the 
consultancy firm, claimed 
the road was being built on 
khas land.

The RHD had to acquire 
just three acres of private 
land at Rajghata Bridge 
area to begin the work, he 
said.

“The area was perhaps a 
river once. Tidal water still 
inundates the construction 
site. But when there is no 
tide, the flow is poor,” he 
said.

Land records from 
Matarbari Mouja show 
the Kuhelia is categorised 
as a river in CS (Cadastral 
Survey, 1880), RS 

(Revisional Survey, 1938), 
and BS (Bangladesh Survey, 
1980).

Asked what happened to 
the Tk 24 crore allocated for 
land acquisition given they 
had to acquire only three 
acres of land, Cox’s Bazar 
Additional Commissioner 
Amin Al Parvej in late 
October had said he could 
not remember. He said the 
information was in the files.

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association 
(BELA), last month, said 
the PMO recommended 
building the road away 
from the river.

“Then how could the 
consulting firm flout the 
PMO order and fill up the 
river?” she asked.

Mir Nasir Hossen, 
managing director of the 
construction firm Mir 
Akhter Hossain Limited, 
said they were working as 
per the plan provided by 
the government.

“We didn’t fix any 
alignment by ourselves,” he 
said.

On September 9 last 
year, the PMO formed a 
committee to restore the 
river current.

The committee found 
proof that the river was 
“partially” filled up and 
that the road “advanced 
towards the river slightly”.

According to the 
meeting minutes, the 
committee recommended 
taking necessary steps.

Three days after the 
meeting, the High Court 
ordered the authorities 
to stop the construction 
work for three months, 
responding to a petition 
filed by BELA earlier. On 
September 28, the chamber 
judge stayed the HC order 
and asked the authorities 
to file a leave to appeal 
petition. A court order on 
the government appeal is 
pending.


