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The curse of dowry still
haunts the poor

Dr Nawshad Ahmed,
a former UN official,
is an economist and

urban planner.
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that my housemaid, who is a

O

Iwas shocked to know recently

widow, had to pay for Tk 2 lakh
worth of furniture and clothing for
her daughter’s soon-to-be husband
as dowry. When I discouraged her
from making the dowry payment and
informed her that it is unlawful, she
replied that it is a social custom and if
she refuses, her daughter will forever
remain unmarried. She further added
that if she does not pay, she is afraid
that her daughter’s husband and in-
laws will not treat her well.

Different studies have shown that
poor families in rural Bangladesh raise
money to pay dowry by selling off their
productive assets such as land, ponds,
livestock, trees, and by taking loans often
at high interest rates. These families are
unable to buy land or other assets again.
And, sometimes, when they fail to repay
their loans, they enter into a phase of
chronic poverty.

The underlying causes of this practice
are often associated with the status
of women in society, who are seen as
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My mother said I must always
be intolerant of ignorance but
understanding of illiteracy.

That some people, unable to go

to school, were more educated
and more intelligent than
college professors.
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In regard to the reguired Technical Qualifications, Mozahar Enterprise (Pvt) Ltd, M/S. Shafi
Enterprise, M/S Md. Jamil Igbal and M/S Al-Mamun Enterprise have failed to meet the technical
requirements and Md. Mahfug Khan Malchity, Jhalokhathi only passed both technical and
financial requirements and qualifications, and was evaluated a substantially responsive 1st
lowest Bidder with its corrected price amounting to BDT 29,453,550.00 (two crore ninety-four
lakh fifty-three thousand five hundred fifiy only) which is (+) 1.05% above than the estimated
cost BDT 29,147,501.38. Therefore, Md. Mahfug Khan was recommended for awarding the
Notification of Award (NOA) for signing Package W15: Drainage Network Rosulpur. (NCB No.
BCC-CCAUDP-NCB-06)

Result of the Tender Process for W16-19: Drainage Network Palashpur.

(Reference No. BCC-CCAUDP NCB-07):

In regard to the required Technical Qualifications, M/S Al-Mamun Enterprise, Mozahar
Enterprise (Pvi.) Ltd, M/S. Shafi Enterprise and M/S Md Jamil Igbal have failed to meet the
technical requirements and Md. Mahfug Khan Nalchity, Jhalokhathi only passed both technical
and financial requirements and gualifications, and was evaluated a substantially responsive 1st
lowest Bidder with ils correcled price amounting to 144,671,336.25 (fourteen crore forty-six lakh
seventy-one thousand three hundred thirty-six and paisa twenty-five only) which is (+) 0.31%
above than the estimated cost BOT 144,211434.39. Therefore, Md. Mahfug Khan was
recommended for awarding the Notification of Award (NOA) for signing Package W16-19:
Drainage Network Palashpur (NCE No. BCC-CCAUDP-NCB-07).

It is noted that the Employer shall promptly respond in writing to any unsuccessful Bidder who
after (NOA) in accordance with ITB 41.1 requests in writing the grounds on which its Bid was not

selected.

04/05/2009.
Muhammad Anisuzzaman
Project Director
CCAUDP, Barishal Component Phase-1

GD-29 Barishal City Corporation, Barishal




