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Herd immunity?

‘Weaker’ Omicron sparks cautious
hopes against Covid-19 pandemic

AFP, Paris

With new versions [orcing vaccine makers to re-test
jabs, the virus that causes Covid-19 has proven highly
unpredictable.

But the latest variant to sweep the globe has
persuaded some experts that long hoped-for collective
immunity is in sight, and that the virus may be evolving
into a relatively benign seasonal illness.

Omicron has proven particularly contagious, infecting
people thought to have immunity conferred by vaccines
or a bout with the disease itself.

But while Omicron it driving a record number of cases
in countries around the world, the illness is generally less
severe, compared (o previous variants.

More people getting Omicron and recovering,
combined with more vaccinations, could be the key to
boosting collective defences against almost any form of
Covid, some experts have said.

Lower rates of hospitalisation due to Omicron also
suggests Covid-19 might evolve into a weaker form,
similar to coronaviruses long circulating in the general
population.

“Perhaps we are witnessing the beginning of an
evolution towards a more banal virus like the others
we know,” said Alain Fischer, who coordinates France’s
pandemic vaccine response.

The idea has been embraced by public health officials.

Speaking before the legislature this week, French
health minister Olivier Veran said “maybe this will be the
wave that allows us to acquire a kind of immunity”.

Earlier, his Israeli counterpart, Nachman Ash, told an
Israeli radio station that herd immunity was “possible”.

However, even if Omicron leads to fewer severe cases, a
larger proportion of the population infected means that
hospitalisations are bound to increase overall.

In the absence of herd immunity worldwide, Omicron
is unlikely to be the last Covid variant, experts warn.

“We aren’t there yet,” said Fontanet.

“We can expect new variants to emerge, but as our
immunity strengthens over time -- either through natural
infection or with booster doses of the vaccine -- their
ability to lead to serious consequences will diminish.”

An armoured personnel carrier is seen near the mayor’s office during protests triggered by fuel price
increase in Almaty, Kazakhstan January 5, 2022. Kazakhstan declared emergencies in the capital, main
city and provinces yesterday after demonstrators stormed and torched public buildings. The Cabinet

resigned but that failed to quell the anger of the demonstrators.

‘Ingredients lor civil war’ there

Says Cambodia on Myanmar as it takes Asean chair

AFP, Singapore

Myanmar has “all the ingredients for civil war”,
Cambodia, chair of Southeast Asia’s regional bloc,
has warned ahead of a visit by Prime Minister Hun
Sen to the crisis-wracked country.

Myanmar has been in chaos since a coup last
year, with more than 1,400 people killed in a
crackdown on dissent by security forces, according
to a local monitoring group.

Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn
warned the outlook was dire.

“The political and security crisis in Myanmar is
deepening, and has led to (an) economic, health
and humanitarian crisis,” he said.

“We feel that all the ingredients for civil war are
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North Korea fires
‘ballistic missile’

REUTERS, Seoul

North Korea fired a suspected ballistic missile
ofl'its east coast yesterday, just hours before
South Korean President Moon Jae-in attended

a groundbreaking ceremony for a rail line he
hopes will eventually connect the divided Korean
peninsula. The presumed missile was fired
around 8:10 am (2310 GMT) from an inland
location, over the east coast and into the sea,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said.
Japan’s defence minister said the suspected
ballistic missile had flown an estimated 500 km.
UN Security Council resolutions ban all ballistic
missile and nuclear tests by North Korea, and
have imposed sanctions over the programmes.

Behead mannequins!

AFP, Kabul

PHOTO: REUTERS

The Taliban have ordered shop owners in western
Afghanistan city of Herat to cut off the heads of
mannequins. A video clip showing men sawing
the plastic heads off women figures went viral

on social media. The Taliban have so far issued
no national policy on mannequins or statues.
Under the former militants’ strict interpretation
of Islamic law, depictions of the human figure are
forbidden.

now on the table. There are now two governments,
there are several armed forces, ... and (there is)
guerrilla warfare around the country.”

Prak Sokhonn rejected criticism that Hun
Sen’s 2-day visit, which starts from tomorrow,
would legitimise the junta, and said the kingdom'’s
“immediate attention is on improving the
situation in Myanmar”.

In response to Myanmar’s refusal to llow Asean
enoy Lo visit Myanmar opposition, the bloc had
excluded Myanmar’s junta leader from a high-level
October summit, a rare rebuke by a group often
criticised for being toothless.

Trump cancels
Jan 6 press meet

AFP, Washington

Nevertheless, Prak Sokhonn said Cambodia was
making efforts to allow Myanmar’s junta chief to
resume attending meetings of the bloc again.

Donald Trump on Tuesday abruptly gave up his
plan to steal the limelight on the anniversary

of the January 6th assault against Congress,
leaving President Joe Biden to address a

divided nation. Despite losing by more than
seven million votes to Biden, and despite losing
multiple court challenges around the country,
Trump continues to say he was the real winner
in 2020. Polls consistently show that around

70 percent of Republicans think Biden was
elected illegitimately. Meanwhile, Congressional
investigators probing the riot on Tuesday

asked Fox News host Sean Hannity to provide
information about his communications with
Trump. On January 6, 2021 thousands of Trump
supporters stormed the seat of US democracy in a
bid to prevent lawmakers from certifying Biden’s

The unvaccinated, I really
want to piss them off.

... ['won’t send them .
to prison, I won’t - -
vaccinate by force. So =
we need to tell them, ' T Y
from Jan. 15, you won’t be

able to go to the restaurant

anymore, ... won’t be able to have a
coffee, go to the theatre, the cinema...

French President Emmanuel Macron
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1 644093 | bari/PWD/DC/Office/ | Supplying fitting fixing tiles and verandah grill in Deputy 17-01-2022
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1 GCHOP-WD-VZR- Development of Bagum Panchkhain Nath Para Road (Kuba 584773 LTM 2500112022 260112022 Z B B 5 25 B :
RAOZ-19/08 Baltapara Road (Raozan) by HBS at Ch: 00-192m (ID Ne- 17:00pm 13:00pm FreIEs I9-00, TL-09 = @0 =
415745697), Upazila Raozan, District: Chattogram #T: =fEfl (35 = ag
2 CAFDRIRR/Chatiogra | Maintenance of Alamsha Para Madarsh-Sikder Para 635081 LTM 250112022 26/01/2022 q2 D (b4, 68 = Yoo
m/UZRAN-1042021-22 | Mosque (Lalansgar \illage Road from Ch: 00-630m, 17:00pm 13:00pm ag'gtgsfsﬂ)_ o= B0
Upazila Rangunia, Disirict  Chattogram  (Road 1D W@ T i 2
415705344) ;?is:i q:::.;’z ‘;
J CAFDRIRP/Chatiogra | Maintenance of Akber Skder Road from Ch: 00-835m, 625083 LTM 25Mm112022 26012022 i i __a i i
mUZRMW-1112021-22 | Upazia Rangunia, Distict Chatiogram [Road  ID: 17:00pm 13,00pm o¢ = ¢o I T, ¢ =
415705108) a8 78 71 o eefl |
4 CAFDRIRP/Chatiogre | Rehabiiitation of 1 No. Box Culvert 1x2.00x2.00m Ch | 625086 LTM 2510172022 26/0112022 o | = Ea/aa/ {3-@%, wH-99, BY-Bl, s 38fosfaoaa | abfodficaar | a4/e8 1033 | obfodfaoas
mVR-BiBrdg-Cul-W- | 3100m 1 No, Box Culver! 1x1.50x1.50m Ch: 800m, 6 Nos 17:00pm 13:00pm e /803 Fy-Ch, Lo-wh b, | AR wifgy fam | wifiy do.00 | wIfEY sg-00 wifesy
L s ?’”&ﬁ”%a*ﬁgg‘-fﬂf SIL o, A, faten o 93, 9%, 48, 9¢, ¥, | #few @-00! b are wfbe
f&#ée . 4000m ez Pars Setook-Sulambar Bridge - oB/oB/3pRE | Wb, b, d, WD, Bu- | Ti b/ (@ y8-oo HET
[ ezur Rahman Roed), Upazia: Rangunia, Districl: e P
Chattogram (Road |0: 415705657) AT BB, 203-33%, 338, iG] BT ) e
5 CAFDRIRPIChatiogra | Rehabilitation of 1 No. Box Culvert 2x4.50x4.50m on Abul | 635080 L™ 2510172022 26/1/2022 e = W TP =
mNR-B/Brdg-Cul-W- | Goni Chu Road from Ch: 370m, Upazila Rangunia, District 17:00pm 13:00pm 2fEl), (93, B8, »e,
D42021-22 Chattogram (Road ID: 415705199) ASm-335. S30-338,
] CAFDRIRFIChatiogra | Rehabilitation of 1 Mo. Box Cuvert 1x2.00x2.00m on | 635052 LTM 25012022 2600112022 Yab-dwe = Seo T8 T
mR-B/Brdg-Cul-W- | Marcha Lale Siddque Ahmmed Road from Ch. 405m; 1700pm 13:00pm ofsf5), 334 = sase
0a/2021-22 Upazila: Rangunia, District Chatiogram (Road ID: xé ; ol ws F
415705216). . : L ! . .
7 e-TendefLGEDICTG! | Periodic Maintenance of South Harala Road (Bashir Ulsh | 841429 LTM 250112022 26012022 8 | wwestam | BidejaE | (e, b, b, b, 38, 3¢, | @fE a8fodfrodn | yfedficin | 29/edfaody | oyloificnd
GOBMI21-22W-58 | Najim Uddin Road) from Ch: 00-2000m [Chandanaish] 17:00pm 13:00pm BefrEE- by Po-89, 0% = ®oo J3 | AGHE =ifed Fwm | wfY do.00 | BIEY Ye-oo wifey
415184007 5T ), e #Tefo) sH=3se T3 | #fea: t-oobl afbw we i
8 B PETJdit Maintenance cf Paschim Hallu_a[a Hafra! Abdul | 841430 LTM 25-{!1.'2622 :E'ﬁﬂ.'!i-f?ﬂﬂ? - yojodfannd | B, (3H(W), Bo-8x, | T3 Sk/- (=i sB-oo qHH
TBSE:;%?E?W%EG Majid Sha Road from Ch: 00-720m [Patlya} 415615250 17:00pm 13:00pm vl Fo-¢d = 0ag 43 ), Bral SRR s
g S Parcdic Mainlenance of Alampur-Esarkhain-Utiar Samara | 647437 il 2022 2112022 (feah, o Sfoa g | NS
TenderLGEDICTGIG | GPS at Dewanhat Road from Ch: 00-295m [Patiya] 17:00pm 13:00pm ¥t #fals), o = d3co
OBMIZ1-22W-60 | 415614015 T T3, (ob-8B) = bbo
10 B Parodic Maintenance of Kucha Bibir Pukir to Tingoria Tola Ba4182 LTM™ 250112022 2600112022 C &'.’Eﬁ'} iy =
TenderL.GED/CTGIG | Read via Sadurbazar (Haiyelar MNasa Choudhurani Rd) 17:.00pm 13:00pm Sako T WL, 61 =
OBM/21-22W-61 | from Ch- 2000-2450m [Miresarai] 8¢o T T, (¢o, 25 =
1 [ Parodic Maintenanca of Fauzder Hal Cadet College Road B44157 LTM 2500112022 26M1/2022 oo s T ffE) (en
TenderLGEDICTG/G | from Che (00-1200m [Sitakunda] 415865185 17:00pm 13:00pm S
OBM/21-220W-62 = oo T3 Fg, & =
12 [ Parodic Maintenance of Amjur Hal (RHD)-Fakimiral GC | 644211 LTM 2510112022 2600112022 8o T T, b = odg
TenderLGEDVCTGIG. | wvia Fakira Mosid Road (Uzirpur Road) Road from Ch 17:00pm 13:00pm T2 W, L8 = b33¢ W
OBMIZ1-23/W-63 | B500-0085 [Patiya] 415612005 g, o1 8o |
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