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Kidney
patients
in a hix

Dialysis providing company
threatens to stop service
at CMCH over dues

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Patients of Chattogram Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) are gravely worried about whether they
would be able to avail of dialysis service from next
week.

On Sunday, a notice of Sandor Medicaids Pvt
Ltd, the company that has been providing the
service there, on public-private partnership,
announced that it would stop dialysis service for
an indefinite period, starting from yesterday.

The company mentioned that it is not getting
its dues from the government for the last two
years, and so, it could not pay suppliers.

However, it decided to continue the service till
Monday, after talking to health ministry officials.

Preferring anonymity, a company official
said the suppliers stopped providing necessary
materials for dialysis.

The haemodialysis centre at CMCH has been
running under management of Sandor Medicaids
since 2017.

CMCH sources said as per the agreement,

Tangail is one of the biggest mustard producing regions in the country and a hub for commercial beekeepers to collect honey. The last two years have been particularly
hard for the beekeepers due to unfavourable weather conditions. However, this year, they are expecting a good yield, as the weather seems to be on their side, and are
passing a busy time, working at the mustard fields. PHOTO: STAR

A patient has to pay Tk 4,000

per month for dialysis at CMCH,
whereas it costs Tk 16,000 at
private hospitals. If the service
halts, many patients would die
without treatment, as they cannot
afford costs at private hospitals.

welcome a sweet yield

Agreeable weather shines down a ray of hope

Anwar Hossain
Son of a kidney patient

the company set up 31 machines, and patients
got the service at a cost of Tk 486 per session.
The government is supposed to give Tk 2,180 as
subsidy for each session.

According to the agreement, the company
would transfer the centre to the government after
10 years, the sources said.

Over a hundred dialyses are performed each
day at the centre since its establishment in 2017.

Anwar Hossain, son of a patient, said a patient
has to pay Tk 4,000 per month for dialysis at
CMCH, whereas it costs Tk 16,000 at private
hospitals.

If the service halts, many patients would die
without treatment, as they cannot afford costs at
private hospitals, he said.

Contacted, CMCH Deputy Director Dr Aftabul
Islam said to his knowledge, the government owes
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The commercial beekeepers are now hard
at work to collect honey from flowers

at mustard fields of different regions in
Tangail district.

They couldn’t collect honey from
mustard flowers in the last couple of
years because of unfavourable weather
conditions, including dense fog, rains and
reduced cultivation. But a smile beamed
across their faces this year, as they expect
a good vield of honey, since the weather
has been agreeable so far as per their
prediction.

Tangail is known to be one of the
biggest mustard producing regions in
the country, producing nearly 50,000
tonnes every year. The crop is cultivated
on 24,445-45,660 hectares for the local
variety and 21,215 hectares for hybrid
ones, across 12 upazilas in the district,

according to officials.

Although, at the beginning of the
season, mustard farming faced a cut
worm infestation; it didn’t cause a dent
to the cultivation, as farmers took upon
necessary measures, they added.

Beekeepers from different districts
come to Tangail every year and set up
their bee colonies (boxes) beside the local
mustard fields. According to sources
from the beekeeper community and the
agriculture ministry, nearly 10,000 bee
colonies were set up this year.

Beekeeper Nur Alam of Satkhira and
his men set up 170 colonies beside a
mustard field at Bartha village in Kalihati
upazila. “I have received around 400kg of
honey on average every week,” he said.

Sazzad Hossain Talukder, upazila
agriculture officer in Kalihati, said
honey bees help pollination of crops and
increase yields.
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“Previously, mustard cultivators
were afraid to allow setting up bee
colonies near their crop fields, fearing
reduction in the crop yield. But they
changed their mind after agriculture
officials assured them that they would
get 15 1o 20 percent increase in yield
if such colonies were set up there,” he
said.

Munna Ahmed, a beekeper from
Tangail’s Gopalpur, and Ashraf Ali
from Dhanbari upazila, have set up
180 and 250 colonies beside mustard
fields at Langulia and Berbari areas in
Sakhipur upazila.

“I am getting about five maunds of
honey every week and the production
is more satisfactory this year than the
last,” Munna said.

Ashraf Ali said he is getting about
seven maunds of honey every week.

Mustard was cultivated in around
6,000 hectares of land at Basail and
Sakhipur upazilas in Tangail this year.

“Around 1,100 bee colonies were
set up at Basail and around 900 in

set at 12 tonnes of honey minimum,
from the two upazilas.

Beekeepers said they get honey five
times in a year.

“There are around 2,500 honey
cultivators, including 500 to 600
commercial ones, in the country,”
said Dulal Hossain, a commercial
beekeeper from Tangail’s Bhuanpur
upazila and former central unit
president of Mou Chashi Kalyan
Samity.

“In the district, there are about
150 honey cultivators, including 76
commercial ones,” he said.

Honey cultivators produce around
3,000 tonnes of honey, with the
highest amount -- 1,000 tonnes --
coming from mustard and about the
same amount from litchi, while the
rest from other crops, Dulal said.

“The number of the beekeepers
in the country, however, is declining
due to different problems, including
unavailability of quality bees.
Moreover, beekeepers cannot get

the company Tk 4 crore.

“A meeting between officials of the company
and health ministry was held on Tuesday,” he
said. “The matter will be resolved soon.”

Man held over
rape of 10-yr-old
girl in port city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) has arrested a
man on charge of raping a 10-year-old girl in
Chattogram city’s Jalalabad area.

The arrestee was identified as Mohammad
Motaleb, said Rab.

The 50-year-old raped the girl when she was
alone at her home on Sunday, said Rab-7 in a
press release yesterday.

Later on Tuesday, the girl’s mother filed a case
with Khulsi Police Station, it said.
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7™ Winter School

Theory & Practice of Genocide Studies

organized by
Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice

Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice (CSGJ)
of Liberation War Museum (LWM) invites application
from interested candidates to participate in the 7"
Winter School. a seven day-long programme, to be
held from 04-10 February 2022 at the Sheikh Hasina
National Youth Development Center, Savar on the
theme “Theory & Practice of Genocide Studies”. The
mentors will be eminent scholars and activists from
both home and abroad. The application Form and detail
information are available at LWM website
{www.liberationwarmuseumbd.org). The deadline for
submitting the application is 20 January 2022 to the
LWM office in between 10.00 am to 05.00 pm (cxcept
Sunday). The completed application form can also be
sent to: csgj.bangladesh@gmail.com.

The course foee for national participants 15 BDT 5000
and for international participants is § 150. The fee
covers the cost of course materials, accommodation,
meal and [ield trip during the programme.

Liberation War Museum
o F-11/A-B, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka
e . [ o {1
e-mail: multi jadughar(@gmail.com
csgj bangladeshiwgmail com

e o weias sidey Sakhipur,” said Niyonta Bormon, fair prices for their produce due to During primary interrogation, the arrestee
BB (HHE S upazila agriculture officer in Sakhipur, lack of necessary modern marketing confessed that he raped the girl. He was handed
E-mail: S ]'aiisug erchittag ong @ ahoo.com adding that the collection target was facilities,” he added. over to the police station, the release further said.
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418 et wea Sy Office of the Executive Engineer
Frarerte wrew e Sirajganj O&M Division
e, PR BWDB, Sirajgan;

Tel: Office-0751-62268, Res: 0751-52368
Fax: 0751-62268
E-mail: xensirajpwdb@amail.com
Date; 05-01-2022
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Memo No. T-7/

Invitation for e-Re-Tender

Invitation Reference No, T-7/18; Dated: 02i01/2022

Tender ID Name of the work,
{From e-GP Portal)
644440 River bank protection rehabilitation work en the right bank of

Jamuna river from km 5.000 to km, 5.110 = 110.00m at Bhatpara
area under JMREMP in Shahjadpur Upazila, District-Sirajgan
under Sirajganj O&M Division, BWDB, Sirajganj during the FY
2021-2022 & 2022-2023.

This is an online {ender where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and
no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System
Portal (http:/fwww.eprocure gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from National e-GP System Pertal have to be
deposited online through any registered bank’s branches up to banking hours within date 23-01-
2022. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from
e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) (01762625528-31).

Md. Shofekul Islam
Executive Engineer
“iFr-8o3/2023-2082 ID No. 791015001
"% Tel: 0751-62268
GD-34 E-mail: xensirajbwdb@gmail.com




