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Committee of the National 
Economic Council 
approved a Tk 1,209.6 
crore project to support 
the expressway project’s 
implementation, mainly for 
acquiring land.

The Cabinet Committee 
on Government Purchase 
gave the go ahead to RHD’s 
proposal for appointing 
the Chinese consortium in 
November last year.

RHD sources said 
design for the expressway 

is almost finalised, and the 
consortium has already 
completed negotiating 
with a Chinese bank to get 
necessary funds.

AKM Fazlul Karim, 
coordinator of RHD’s PPP 
cell, said the consortium 

will finance, build, operate 
and maintain the road for 
a concession period of 25 
years. 

As per the agreement, 
the government will get 
the total toll amount, 
and the consortium will 

get a certain amount as 
“availability payment”, he 
told this correspondent 
yesterday.

Currently, two more 
elevated expressways are 
under construction in 
Dhaka and adjacent areas.
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Six million need aid 
in drought-hit parts 
of Ethiopia: UN
AFP, Nairobi

More than six million 
people in drought-hit areas 
of eastern and southern 
Ethiopia will need “life-
saving” assistance this 
year, the UN’s emergency 
response agency said in a 
new report.  

The drought is adding 
to the humanitarian crisis 
in Ethiopia, where the 
war between government 
forces and the rebel Tigray 
People’s Liberation Army 
(TPLF) in the north of the 
country has already left 
millions there in desperate 
need of aid.


