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A student reacts as she gets inoculated with a dose of a Covid-19 vaccine during a vaccination drive organised for people in the 15-18 age group, at a school in

Ajmer, India, yesterday.

‘Shocking and
humiliating’
India’s Muslim women again

listed on app for ‘auction’

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

On January 1, Quratulain Rehbar, a journalist from
Indian-administered Kashmir, woke up to see herself
listed for an “online auction”. Her photograph was
sourced without her permission and uploaded on an app
for “sale”. She was not alone.

Photographs of more than 100 Muslim women,
including prominent actress Shabana Azmi, wife of a
sitting judge of Delhi High Court, multiple journalists,
activists and politicians were displayed on the app for
auction as “Bulli Bai” of the day.

Even Fatima Nafees, 65-year-old mother of
disappeared student Najeeb Ahmed, and Pakistani
Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai were not spared by the
perpetrators behind the app.

After last July’s “Sulli Deals”, in which nearly 80
Muslim women were put up “for sale”, “Bulli Bai” was the
second such attempt in less than a year.

“Both ‘Bulli’ and ‘Sulli” are derogatory words used for
Muslim women in local slang.

Rehbar, who had previously reported on the “Sulli
Deals” auction in July last year, told Al Jazeera she was
shocked to see her photograph on the app.

“When I saw my photograph, my throat got heavy,

I had goosebumps on my arms and [ was numb. It was
shocking and humiliating,” she said.

While there was no real sale involved, the online
application was, according to Rehbar, intended “to
degrade and humiliate vocal Muslim women”.

The app was taken down on Saturday.

Another victim, Ismat Ara, a journalist in the capital,
New Delhi filed a complaint on Saturday with the Delhi
Police. Based on her complaint, a first information report
(FIR) was registered by Delhi Police’s Cyber Crime Unit
on Sunday, invoking various sections of the Indian Penal
Code that pertain to promoting enmity on grounds of
religion, threatening national integration and sexual
harassment of women.

However, Ara said she is not hopeful regarding the
police investigation, her fears stemming from the fact
that the probe in “Sulli Deals” has seen no arrests made
even after six months.
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CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT IN HONG KONG

‘Patriots only’
MPs take oath

Third news media shuts down

AFP, Hong Kong

Lawmakers in Hong Kong’s new
“patriots only” legislature swore oaths
of allegiance yesterday as it sat for the
first time following a new selection
process that barred the city’s traditional
democracy opposition.

In a ceremony laden with symbolism
reflecting Hong Kong’s new political
realities, 90 lawmalkers took their
oaths in the chamber where the city’s
traditional emblem had been replaced
by China’s.

The loyalty oaths
were overseen
by city leader
Carrie Lam whose
administration no
longer needs to face
any meaningful
opposition from

Can we work
on some
‘safe news’?

I don’t even
know what is
‘safe news’.

a once boisterous . DAISYLI
legislature now szancwsegli]llocﬁ
stacked with

loyalists for the next

four years.

China has remoulded Hong Kong
in its own authoritarian image after
huge and sometimes violent democracy
protests swept the financial hub in
2019. A national security law has
criminalised much dissent while new
laws were passed to purge from public
office anyone deemed unpatriotic.

Elections under these new rules were
held last month for the legislature.

All candidates were vetted for their
political loyalty and only 20 of the
90 seats were directly elected, while
the rest are chosen by pro-Beijing

committees.

Most of Hong Kong’s best known
democracy activists are in jail, have fled
overseas or left politics since Beijing’s
crackdown began.

The oath taking ceremony comes
as another news media shut down its
operations yesterday.

Journalists from Hong Kong’s
CitizenNews decried plummeting press
freedoms, saying they no longer felt safe
to publish after a rival outlet’s staff were
arrested for “sedition”.

CitizenNews is the third media
company to stop publishing as Beijing
oversees a sweeping crackdown on
dissent.

On their final day, reporters made
clear their decision was fuelled by fears
caused by a national security police raid
last week on Stand News. Stand News
closed last week after seven current and
former members were arrested for their
reporting.

Outspoken tabloid Apple Daily
collapsed last year after its assets were
frozen and key leaders arrested.

“We have been trying our best
not to violate any laws but we can
no longer see clearly the lines of law
enforcement and we can no longer feel
safe to work,” CitizenNews co-founder
Chris Yeung, a former president of the
Hong Kong Journalists Association,
told reporters.

“Journalists are also human beings
with families and friends,” he added.

“Can we work on some ‘safe news’?

I don’t even know what is ‘safe news’,”
chief editor Daisy Li, also a former
HKJA president, told reporters.
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Yemen rebels
seize vessel
in Red Sea

AFP, Rivadh

Yemeni rebels have
seized an Emirati-flagged
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a seven-year war.

The coalition, fighting
in support of Yemen’s
internationally-recognised
government, said the
vessel, named Rawabi,
was carrying medical
supplies but the rebels
said they seized “a military
cargo ship with military
equipment”. It was
kidnapped at 23:57 (2057
GMT) Sunday while off
Hodeida province, it added.

The coalition has
been fighting [or nearly
seven years in support
of Yemen’s government
against the Iran-backed
Huthis, and fighting has
intensified over the past
few weeks.

In a statement cited by
the official Saudi Press
Agency, an official said the
vessel was travelling from
Yemen’s Socotra island to
the Saudi city of Jazan.

Sudan PM quits

AFP, Khartoum

Sudan’s civilian Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok
has resigned, more than two months after a
coup and following another deadly crackdown
on protesters, with the military now firmly in
control.

Sudan had been undergoing a fragile journey
toward civilian rule since the 2019 ouster of
autocrat Omar al-Bashir, but was plunged into
turmoil when military leader General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan launched his coup on October
25 and detained Hamdok.

Hamdok was reinstated on November 21 under
a deal promising elections for mid-2023. Hamdok
was the civilian face of the country’s fragile
transition, while Burhan has been the country’s
de facto leader following Bashir’s ouster.

Mass protests against the coup have continued
even after Hamdok was reinstated. Protesters
have charged that the deal to reinstate Hamdok
simply aimed to give a cloak of legitimacy to the
generals.

Ex-wife taunts
Pak PM Imran

NDTV ONLINE
Attacked by goons, as she claims, Reham Khan,
activist and former wife of Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan, has slammed him over the
country’s law and order situation.
In a series of tweets on Sunday night, Reham
asked if this is “Imran Khan’s New Pakistan”.
“On the way back from my nephew’s
marriage my car just got fired at & two
men on a motorbike held vehicle at
gunpoint!! I had just changed vehicles.
My PS & driver were in the car. This is
Imran Khan’s New Pakistan? Welcome
to the state of cowards, thugs & the
greedy!!,” she tweeted.
Reham, who is known to criticise
the Pakistan government on several
issues, added in another tweet that the
“so-called government should be held
accountable”.
She then went on to tweet that she had filed
I ‘ a police complaint and was waiting for a copy of
the FIR.

PHOTO: AFP

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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e-Tender Notice 01/2021-22

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the
procurement of:

Date: 03-01-2022

§l. No. Package No. Tender ID Name of scheme

01 e-Tender/PEDP4/SER/ 640359 Construction of additional classroom of Naipara

RAI2021-22/W 1.01958 Amshara GPS under Raiganj, Sirajganj.

This is an cnline tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Porlal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Porial (hitp:/www.eprocure.gov.bd)
is required,

The fees for downloading the e-Tender decuments from the National e-GP System Portal have to
be depocsited online through any registered banks branches up to 5:00pm on 01/02/2022.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-

GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd),

Md. Atikur Rahman Talukder
Upazila Engineer, LGED
Raiganj, Sirajgan]

GD-15 E-mail: ue.raiganj@lged.gov.bd
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