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the culprits will be 
arrested.”

He said they suspect the 
incident could be linked to 
the local union parishad 
polls held on December 26.

Hatibandha Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Ershadul Alam said they 
were investigating the 
incident. “All involved will 
be brought to book,” he 
said.

Colorado 
wildfire took 
hold ‘in blink 
of an eye’
AFP, Superior

A fast-spreading wildfire 
that tore through 
several Colorado towns 
-- laying waste to entire 
neighborhoods “in the 
blink of an eye,” according 
to the governor -- had 
largely burned itself out 
Friday, with heavy snow 
expected to douse any 
remaining embers.

At least 500 homes 
were thought to have been 
destroyed as the blaze 
took hold of the town of 
Superior, just outside the 
state’s biggest city Denver.
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vehicles, speeding, 
reckless and unskilled 
drivers, slow-moving 
vehicles on highways, 
reckless motorcycle riders 
and inadequate traffic 
management.

It also made 10 
recommendations for 
reducing crashes, including 
initiatives to train drivers, 
fixing work hours for them 
and implementing the 
Road Transport Act-2018 
uninterruptedly.

Betty White, doyenne
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outpouring of tributes, 
with President Joe Biden 
tweeting, “Betty White 
brought a smile to the 
lips of generations of 
Americans. She’s a cultural 
icon who will be sorely 
missed.”

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, 
which hands out the 
Oscars, said White was 
“a legend, trailblazer and 
cultural icon who blessed 
generations with her talent 
and humor. She will be 
truly missed.”

White was one of the 
first woman producers on 
the 1950s sitcom “Life With 
Elizabeth,” in which she 
also starred.

Later, as a nonagenarian, 
she interacted with much 
younger fans on Instagram.

“It’s incredible that I’m 
still in this business -- and 
you are still putting up 
with me!” White said at the 
2018 Emmys.

In all, she won five 
primetime Emmys, 
two daytime awards 

including one for lifetime 
achievement, and a regional 
Emmy in Los Angeles.

White was inducted into 
the Television Academy 
Hall of Fame in 1995. 

She won three Screen 
Actors Guild awards, 
including a lifetime 
achievement trophy in 
2010. In 2011, she took 
home a Grammy for the 
audio version of one of her 
books.

White, whose signature 
halo of white-blonde hair 
and clear blue eyes were 
instantly recognizable, 
adopted a variety of on-
screen personas.

She went from playing 
a 1950s housewife on 
“Elizabeth” to a man-
hungry 1970s TV 
personality on “Moore” to 
a doe-eyed 1980s “Golden 
Girl” retiree.

Betty Marion White was 
born on January 17, 1922 
in the outskirts of Chicago, 
United States. 

Her family moved to 
California during the Great 
Depression.
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witnessed the second 
highest infections and 
deaths last year.

Manjur said normally 
dengue follows a cycle: if 
there is a huge outbreak 
one year, the next one faces 
an outbreak smaller in 
scale. But for the last few 
years, this trend has been 
absent.

Authorities will have 
to introduce surveillance 
from the beginning of the 
year to identify areas with 
high numbers of Aedes 
mosquitoes. 

In India’s Kolkata, 
workers collect 
information about dengue 
and malaria patients from 
different hospitals and 
clinics. They then submit 
reports to authorities, and 

the “Rapid Action Teams” 
take necessary measures, 
he said.

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Chief Health 
Officer Brig Gen Jobaidur 
Rahman said they are 
going to introduce a new 
method to control dengue, 
using mosquitoes carrying 
Wolbachia bacteria, this 
year.

When Wolbachia-
carrying mosquitoes 
breed with female Aedes 
mosquitoes, which don’t 
have Wolbachia, the Aedes 
mosquito eggs fail to hatch. 
This stops the proliferation 
of mosquitoes that carry 
the dengue virus. 

They have already talked 
to an organisation in the US 
about using this method.

In Indonesia and 

Singapore, authorities 
have already applied this 
method and got good 
results, he said. 

Jobaidur said they are 
also conducting regular 
drives, identifying hotspots 
and asking government 
and semi-government 
organisations to clean 
areas. 

Apart from the drives, 
they are cleaning different 
water bodies, the health 
official said.

Dhaka South City 
Corporation spokesperson 
Md Abu Nasher also said 
they have chalked out 
year-long programmes 
to curb both Aedes and 
Culex mosquitoes. They 
will conduct regular and 
special anti-mosquito 
drives.
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Jatrabari Police Station.
Junaed Alam Sharker, 

ADC of the division, said 
around 20 dating apps are 
used in Bangladesh, and 
police are getting a number 
of complaints.

He said, “For this 
reason, we have decided 
to write to Bangladesh 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Regulatory Commission 
to ban use of these apps 
to stop such crimes in the 
country.”
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Shamsuddoha 
new Eastern 
University 
chairman
CITY DESK

Dr Shamsuddoha 
Khandokar has been 
elected chairman of the 

board of trustees 
at Eastern 

University 
(EU), said 
a press 
release.

Former 
additional 

inspector 
general 

of police and 
the former chairman of 
Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Authority, 
Shamsuddoha was a 
student of the department 
of Geography at 
Jahangirnagar University. 

He conducted doctoral 
studies on river-research 
at Manchester University 
and earned his PhD. 

Tony Blair 
and Covid 
officials 
receive 
knighthoods
AFP, London

Queen Elizabeth II on 
Friday announced a 
knighthood for former 
prime minister 
Tony Blair, while 
the traditional 
New Year’s 
Honours also 
decorated officials 
who  spearheaded 
Britain’s fight against 
Covid-19.

The Queen 
personally appointed 
Blair as Knight 
Companion of the Most 
Noble Order of the 
Garter, the most senior 
order of knighthood.

She previously 
knighted former 
Conservative prime 
minister John Major in 
this way in 2005.
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