
COUNTRY 5DHAKA WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 30, 2020, POUSH 15, 1427 BS

Country’s ‘lone’ 
woollen blanket weaver 

looks for successor
RABIUL HASAN, Chapainawabganj

The only known artisan who still makes 
hand-woven blankets with pure sheep 
wool in the country is Abdul Khaleq from 
Nayagola area of Chapainawabganj town.

Khaleq inherited the craft from his 
parents, with origins in India’s Bihar. His 
grandfather Fazlur Rahman’s family, along 
with about 25 other families, emigrated 
from Bihar during the partition of the 
subcontinent in the late forties.

The blankets Khaleq, now 63, makes 
are really warm and comfortable, but not 
as heavy or thick as one would expect. The 
natural woollen blankets woven in Khaleq’s 
handloom are safe for the environment 
and being sold in prominent stores not just 
in the country, but also across the globe. 

Khaleq collects wool for each and every 
blanket from household sheep raised all 
over the district and he processes the wool 
in his own workshop by himself.   

Orders had always been abundant since 
he started to learn the craft from his father 
at the young age of ten. But lately, the orders 
for new blankets have started to exceed his 
capacity due to his old age, Khaleq said.

His daughter is married off and the two 
sons took on different professions for a 
living.

Since he does not have any of his 
successors to pass on the craft to, he 

would gladly train someone outside the 
family on how to extract wool from sheep, 
the techniques to process the wool with 
natural colouring and weave blankets on 
handloom with the wool, Khaleq also said. 

The work is quite demanding physically, 
but it literally pays off travelling to different 
places to trim sheep for wool as the owners 

pay more or less Tk 50 to trim each sheep.
From extraction of wool to the 

completion of the weaving on handloom, 
it takes him about eight to nine days to 
finish a blanket and each blanket usually 
sells for a price range of around Tk 2,500 
to Tk 4,000, depending on size, type and 
pattern. 

After buying from him, many people 
are also exporting the blankets overseas, 
Khaleq said proudly. 

Abdul Khaleq displays an intricately crafted blanket that he made from pure wool on handloom at his workshop 

in Nayagola area of Chapainawabganj town.  
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Khaleq collects wool for 
each and every blanket from 
household sheep raised 
all over the district and he 
processes the wool in his own 
workshop by himself.

Success in Darjeeling variety 
orange, malta cultivation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Abdul Karim in Jashore’s Monirampur 
upazila has achieved success by 
growing and selling oranges and 
maltas of Darjeeling variety.

Initially, Karim, 52, brought one 
bigha of land under orange and malta 
cultivation. After getting bumper 
yield and fair prices, he has cultivated 
the fruits on 15 bighas of land. 

Seeing his success in the fruit 
farming, many people have started 
cultivating oranges and maltas of the 
varieties, said locals.  

Karim of Mujgunni village said 
he cultivated the fruits on one bigha 
of land on experimental basis and 
found success in growing the delicious 
oranges and maltas a few years ago.

“Five and half years ago, I bought 
125 saplings of maltas and 25 
saplings of orange of the Darjeeling 
varieties from Bangladesh Agriculture 
Development Corporation in Jashore. 
Over a year after plantation, it was 
found that it had been good yield,” 
he said. 

Karim added that in the first phase, 
total income and costs were equal. 
The following year, he earned around 
Tk 2.50 lakh while the next two years, 
Tk 4 lakh was earned from selling the 
fruits of the foreign varieties. 

“This time, I have earned Tk six 
lakh from selling the oranges and 
maltas,” he said, adding that the 
taste of the varieties is much better 
than any other oranges and maltas 
in the markets. The fruits are quite 
large in size.

Every day people from different 
places are flocking to see his garden 
and take saplings from there. 

Zakir Hossain from Patkelghata 
in Satkhira said “I mainly cultivate 
kulboroi. I heard about Karim, who 
found success in cultivating oranges 
and maltas of Darjeeling varieties. I 

have recently come to see his garden 
and taken 400 saplings of oranges 
and maltas from there.” 

Karim said educated youths in the 
country are now looking for jobs. By 
cultivating these fruits, they can be 
self-sufficient.

He is now cultivating the fruits on 
15 bighas of land. 

Karim said he regularly sprays 
pesticides in the fruit land. Large size 
oranges and maltas have been sold at 
TK 130 per kg.

Karim added that “I invested Tk 

25 lakh in the venture in the last few 
years. I hope I will be able to sell 
fruits worth TK 50 to Tk 60 lakh in 
the coming year.” 

Apart from fruits, Karim sold 
saplings of oranges and maltas. 
Around 20,000 saplings are sold 
from his land every year.

Monirampur upazila agriculture 
officer Hirak Kumar Sarkar said, after 
seeing the success of Abdul Karim, 
about 150 bighas of land in the 
upazila have been brought under the 
Darjeeling variety fruit cultivation.

Abdul Karim at his orange garden in Mujgunni village of Jashore’s 

Monirampur upazila. PHOTO: STAR 

Members of village police under the banner of ‘Barguna Village Police Employees Union’ form an hour-long human 

chain in front of Barguna Sadar Police Station yesterday morning, demanding implementation of the National 

Wage Scale. PHOTO: STAR


