
CITY DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 30, 2021, POUSH 15, 1428 BS4

Bazlul Mobin 
Chowdhury’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
11th death 
anniversary 
of Prof 
Dr Bazlul 
Mobin 
Chowdhury, 
the first vice-chancellor of 
Independent University 
Bangladesh (IUB). 

Relatives, friends and 
well-wishers are requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.

Death anniv of 
Monajat Uddin
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 26th 
death 
anniversary 
of journalist 
Monajat 
Uddin was 
observed 
yesterday. 

Monajat died after 
falling from a ferry on the 
way to collect information 
for an investigative report 
outside Dhaka when 
he worked for the daily 
Janakantha.

He started working as a 
journalist at the age of 18 
and worked at six national 
Bangla dailies till his death, 
said a press release.

Monajat received 
Ekushey Padak 
posthumously as well as 
several national awards.

Monajat also wrote 12 
books. 

The family has requested 
all to pray for the salvation 
of his departed soul.

Doa mahfil for 
Mahfuzul Islam 
tomorrow
CITY DESK

Mahfuzul 
Islam, a 
retired 
government 
secretary, 
breathed 
his last at 
Evercare Hospital Dhaka 
on Tuesday. He was 75. 

He is survived by his 
wife, son, daughters, 
daughter-in-law and two 
grandchildren.

A doa mahfil will be 
held after Asr prayers 
tomorrow at Baridhara 
Jame Masjid and Islamic 
Centre (Road 1, Baridhara 
Diplomatic Zone). 

Relatives, friends and 
well-wishers are requested 
to attend the event and 
pray for his departed soul.

BNP not to join talks
FROM PAGE 3

Earlier, Fakhrul said their standing committee will 
make a decision on it once they get invitation from the 
president.

He said their meeting elaborately discussed the issue of 
the president’s dialogue with the registered political parties 
on the formation of the new EC. “In the current political 
context of Bangladesh, BNP thinks the dialogue on the 
reconstitution of the Election Commission is just a waste 
of time without a constitutional guarantee of a polls-time 
neutral government and impartial administration,” he 
said.

Narrating the experiences of previous such talks, the BNP 
leader said the ongoing dialogue of the political parties 
with the president will not bring any positive results. 

“BNP won’t participate in any meaningless dialogue.”

Star wins for 5th
FROM PAGE 3

Freedom Sanitary Napkin, on occasion of World Menstrual 
Hygiene Day. The award event will be held virtually from 
March 8 to 10, 2022. 

The Daily Star’s campaign primarily focuses on breaking 
away from taboos related to menstruation through 
generating awareness with fundamental facts regarding the 
menstrual cycle and hygiene, and bust myths surrounding 
them through an interactive microsite.

Teacher held over
FROM PAGE 3

is now threatening her, the OC added.
Meanwhile, Salauddin has been 

suspended from the assistant professor’s 
post at the medical college’s pharmacology 
department over the allegation.

The Holy Family Red Crescent Medical 
College issued a notice, signed by its 
Principal, Professor Dr Md Daulatuzzaman, 
in this regard yesterday. The college’s anti-
sexual harassment cell is now investigating 
the incident, added the notice.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

‘ASTHA’ made 
grassroots people 
aware: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Multi-sectoral project ASTHA has been able to reach a 
majority of people through digital messaging to raise 
awareness about gender-based violence amid the spike in  
number of such incidents during the Covid-19 lockdown.

The initiative implemented virtual communication 
technologies, with 21,504 messages broadcast via mobile 
phones, and 54 awareness movies broadcast via local-cable 
network and 182 community-awareness microphones.

The information was disseminated yesterday at an event 
organised in the capital’s Gulshan.

It was implemented by Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), in 
coordination with Ministry of Women and Children Affairs. 
The project has been implemented in 102 unions under 12 
upazilas of Jamalpur, Patuakhali, Bogura and Cox’s Bazar.

“ASTHA has taken these small components to the 
grassroots and rightly addressed them,” said Law and 
Justice Division Joint Secretary Ummey Kulsum.

Dr Eiko Narita, country representative of UNFPA; Golam 
Monowar Kamal, executive director of ASK; Rumana Khan 
of UNFPA Bangladesh; and Anne van Leeuwen, ambassador 
at the Netherlands embassy, spoke at the event. 

During a drive at Barishal city, law enforcers roamed the busy roads, evicted shops set up on the roadside, and 

fined motorcyclists for violating traffic rules. Many of the bikers were penalised for illegal parking, not wearing 

helmet and not having a valid driver’s licence. This photo was taken yesterday from Girja area. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Separate law need
FROM PAGE 3

factories to train new workers about their 
rights and responsibilities in this regard.

Barrister Shameem Haider Patwary, 
member of parliamentary committee on 
law and parliamentary affairs ministry, 
said the country’s one failure in 50 years 
is the lack of focus on issues like human 
development or different global indexes to 
make rights-based progress.

Shamsun Nahar, member of 
parliamentary committee on labour and 
employment ministry, said the country 
cannot be turned into a developed one if 

half of its population leave the workforce 
in fear of violence.

Abul Hossain, acting coordinator, 
Domestic Workers Rights Network, said, 
“Proper implementation of the High 
Court verdict on preventing workplace 
harassment needs to be ensured.”

Noor Kutub Alam Mannan, acting 
president of Bangladesh Jatiya Sramik 
League; Quamrul Ahsan, joint coordinator, 
Sramik Karmachari Oikko Parishad; and 
Susmita Paik, deputy director of National 
Human Rights Commission, also spoke at 
the event.

Awareness on 
reproductive 
health vital
Says Ctg div 
commissioner
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram’s divisional 
commissioner Kamrul 
Hasan yesterday said the 
right knowledge about 
reproductive health of 
women and their rights is 
a must for an enlightened 
future. 

He made the remarks 
while addressing as chief 
guest at an event  titled 
“Programme Sharing and 
Stakeholders Engagement 
Meeting”, organised by 
Bangladesh Nari Pragati 
Sangha. The meeting 
was participated by 
stakeholders of a project 
titled “Our Health and Our 
Future”.

Kamrul also said adults 
should extend their help to 
adolescents regarding their 
health and reproductive 
issues.

Polls-time govt
FROM PAGE 3

party, without giving priority to financial issues in politics 
in the interest of democracy,” said the president during the 
discussion. 

Hamid called upon political parties to take initiatives to 
motivate people in this regard.

BANGLADESH NATIONALIST FRONT

A seven-member delegation, led by BNF president SM Abul 
Kalam Azad, took part in the dialogue around 4:00pm.

During the dialogue, the BNF leaders proposed forming 
an election-time government led by the incumbent prime 
minister in line with  Article 56 of the constitution. 

BNF also said the PM will be able to form an election 
time cabinet comprising  the pro-liberation forces. 

BNF proposed that the president form a five-member 
search committee comprising two noted professors, one 
former election commissioner, a former army official and 
former inspector general of police. 

ISLAMI OIKYA JOTE

A seven-member delegation of IOJ, led by Abul Hasanat 
Amini, held the discussions at 6:00pm.

They placed a four-point proposal to the president 
during the meeting. 

The proposals included 
enacting a permanent 
law for forming the EC, 
and involving politically 
non-biased, acceptable, 
dependable and faithful 
individuals. 

It will go on
FROM PAGE 3

Quader, also the road transport and bridges minister, said 
this at a briefing at his residence in the morning.

An election commissioner was appointed from BNP’s list 
last time, he said, adding, “A strong election commission 
cannot be formed by delivering speech in the media. A 
process should be followed for the EC formation. This will 
prove whether BNP wants a strong Election Commission 
or prefers to create a controversy,” he also said. 

In response to the allegation of BNP leaders that 
the government is lying about Khaleda Zia’s treatment, 
Quader said,  “There’s no truth in their statements due to 
their endless lies and they’ve been relying on lies and bad 
politics since the beginning of Khaleda’s case.”


