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Water, water everywhere
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contacted as the catastrophe 
unfolded. Principally, a launch is 
no different from buildings in terms 
of fire incidents, but because of its 
remoteness from land, it requires 
unique preventive, precautionary and 
control measures. How unique is the 
next launch?

The ship in limelight caught fire 
due to defective maintenance of 
the engine room. Perhaps oil spills 
and electrical faults were neglected. 
Overheating engines and components 
were overlooked. Spontaneous 

combustion and growing plumes 
of smoke were ignored. Qualified 
supervision staff were not on board. 
Have the authorities drawn up plans 
to ensure otherwise?

Extinguishers against all fire 
types, hose reels, hydrants, water 
pumps, emergency fire pumps, foam 
suppression systems, sprinklers, 
breathing apparatus and even “water” 
to fight fire are words that came to 
question after the fire was doused. 
Will it be any different the next time 
around?

No one has awakened to the 

impending peril. Hundreds of 
launches like Abhijan-10 are still 
plying; many are much worse. 

But negligence persists among 
hundreds of launch owners, 
thousands of operators and millions 
of travellers.

It is absolutely necessary to focus 
on the launches that remain potential 
fire hazards due to the lethal attitude 
of responsible government agencies 
and greedy owners. Illiterate workers 
and paying passengers are the future 
victims and the subject of more 
inquiries.

It was too much
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Shamim Hossain, one of the locals 
of Diakul village who formed an 
aid group and came forward for the 
victims, said that they tried their best 
to save as many passengers as they 
could, but were left heartbroken to see 
many of them perish.

“I get flashbacks of those horrid 
times every time I go near the riverside 

now,” he said. Tragically, he said he 
will never forget the memory of people 
burning alive right before his eyes.

For Jhalakathi Fire Station’s 
Shahidul Islam, this was the worst 
experience of his 21 years of service.

“While trying to put off the fire 
inside the engine room of the launch, 
we discovered a boy, aged around 7-8, 
near the room, which was surrounded 

by fire. He was screaming and running 
around frantically, but he couldn’t get 
out. We couldn’t bring him out,” he 
said. They called the boy to come to 
them while trying to douse the water 
around him. The boy tried, but slipped 
and fell on the floor. He would never 
get up. One fire fighter later approached 
him and found him dead.

“We will never forget it,” he said.

Syed Abdul 
Mabud’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
first death 
anniversary 
of Syed 
Abdul 
Mabud 
Kochi. 

He was general manager 
of Ibrahim Securities Ltd 
till his last breath. 

To mark the occasion, 
a doa mahfil has been 
arranged at a local madrassa 
and orphanage by the 
family, said a press release. 

All are requested to pray 
for the departed soul. He 
was younger brother of late 
poet Abdul Mannan Syed.

Hafsa set to 
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treatment in Dhaka in 
critical condition. Jahanara 
Begum’s elder brother 
Muzaffar Hawladar said the 
couple had gone to Dhaka a 
few days ago for treatment. 
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Form polls-time govt
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“The president also told us that everything regarding 
formation of the Election Commission will go smoothly if 
there is a law,” the Tariqat chief said.

“The president said he will talk [about enacting the law] 
with the government,” Nazibul said.

The Tariqat delegation also called upon Hamid to 
sit with the civil society members during his ongoing 
efforts to hold dialogue with different registered political 
parties.

Tariqat said they proposed Hamid to form a search 
committee comprising a judge of the Appellate Division, a 
former secretary, an educationalist, a civil society member 
and senior journalist.

Tenure of the KM Nurul Huda-led Election Commission 
is scheduled to expire on February 14, next year.

A new EC will have to be formed before the expiry of the 
present one, as per the constitution.


