DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 26, 2021, POUSH 11, 1428 BS

COUNTRY

@he Baily Star | 5

T AP —

o

$ e ST R fﬁﬁfrﬁﬁzﬁ*
TR a1 e s (353 3) TR
STSEEE T YT, Y

[$
. . .?v Y -':-.rfl !
AT A‘J"Aﬁj}& '-

The land donor of Kalikapur Community Clinic’ in Barishal’s Hizla demolishes it without the approval of |
the health department.

Land donor demolishing
community clinic without approval

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

: Al g
I

PHOTO:
COLLECTED

BARI-2 VARIETY

Our CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Farmers, who cultivated BARI-2 China
variety of orange, in Jhenidah, Chuadanga
and Jashore districts are now counting
losses due to low prices and less demand in
the market.

Out of frustration, many farmers in those
district have cut down their fruit bearing
orange plants.

Growers said the demand for the china
variety is very little in market as it bears
seeds inside and its juice gets shrunken.

While talking this correspondent many
growers said they got inspiration in farming
this variety after watching a video on
Youtube uploaded by Chuadanga Sadar
Upazila Agriculture Officer Talha Jubayer
Masrur.

In his video, the upazila agriculture
officer said this variety is tasty and more
profitable than the other China varieties
available in the market.

Masrur also said that those who are
interested in farming this variety can collect
the orange plants from one Omar Faruk
of Nidhikundo village in Chuadanga’s
Jibonnagar upazila.

Golam Rasul, an ASI of police, of Mashlia
village in Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila said he

watched the video on China orange farming

Jhenidah orange farmers
counting losses

Growers claimed they cultivated BARI-2 china
variety after watching a video on Youtube

on Youtube in 2018 and came to learn that
Tk 4 lakh can be earn from only a hundred
plants.

He then took Tk 4 lakh loan and planted
the China orange plants on his five bighas
of land.

Although the plans bore huge fruits, he
could not sell those due to its bitter taste.

Alamgir Hossain of Shishutala village
in Jashore’s Chougachha upazila said he
collected china orange plants from Faruk
and planted those in two bighas of land.

The yield was good, but traders in Dhaka
failed to sell his produces as it bears seed
inside and also taste bitter.

After incurring loss of Tk 4 lakh he
became frustrated and cut down all his
orange plants last month, Alamgir added.

Contacted, Omar Faruk said farming
of this variety mostly depends on soil and
weather, adding that he sold 120 mounds of
the orange variety at Tk 70 to Tk 80 per Kg in
the last two months.

Chuadanga Sadar Upazila Agriculture
Officer Talha Jubayer Masrur said none of
the affected farmers, who cultivated the
orange variety, contacted him yet in this
regard.

BARI-2 China variety orange plants needs
shade to avoid bitter taste, added the officer.
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Health services for the villagers
in Guabaria union of Barishal’s
Hizla upazila are being hampered
as the land donor of ‘Kalikapur
Community Clinic has been
demolishing it without the
approval of the health department.

However, the land owner
Dalilur Rahman Shikdar of
Guabaria union is building

another structure some hundred
yards away from the clinic in a
bid to shift it without taking prior
permission of the authorities
concerned, confirmed the upazila
health officer.

According to the office of
the upazila health officer, the
community clinic has been
operating on five decimals of
land donated by Dalilur Rahman
Shikdar of the union.

The land donor wanted to shift
the hospital to some hundred yards
away from the boundary wall of his
residence which was not officially
approved, said Upazila Health and
Family Planning Welfare Officer

Dr Mamunur Rashid.
Guabaria Union  Parishad
(up) Chairman principal

ShahjahanTalukder said the land
donor in a meeting at the UP
sought permission to relocate
the clinic in order to continue
the beautification works of his
residence.

He (the land donor) pledged to
construct the building where the
old clinic will be housed and that
is why he was given the primary
permission, said the chairman.

“What is the problem with the
person who has given the land and
funding the relocation of clinic
elsewhere?” he asked.

Visiting the spot, it was found
that the old clinic was being
demolished and a one-storey
building was being constructed
some one hundred yards away
from it.

The land donor has been
constructing a two-storey building
‘Moni Palace’ adjacent to the
building of the old community
clinic.

Construction  workers  said
it would take at least two more
months to complete the works of
the new hospital building.

A number of villagers said
that they were being denied of
necessary services of the clinic as
it remains inoperative due to the
relocation of the clinic.

Hizla Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Bakul Chandra Kabiraj
said, “I am not aware of the
matter.”

However, when the UNO was
contacted again over his phone,
he advised talking to the civil
surgeon.

Shikdar, land donner of the
community clinic and also the
former president of the Upazila
Awami League, said that there
were some problems running the
hospital in its old place and so
they were constructing a hospital
next to it.

Dr Monowar Hossain, the civil
surgeon of Barishal, said that the
relocation of a hospital requires
the approval of the ministry.

No approval was taken in this
regard and the land donor cannot
relocate the hospital if he wants,
he said.

“I have instructed the upazila
health officer to file a general diary
with the police station in this
regard,” he added.

Failing to sell his produces in the market, frustrated Asad Sheikh of Dadpur village in
Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila cut down all his BARI-2 China variety orange plants. The

Housewife
raped, 1 held
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A housewife was raped
allegedly by the son of

a newly elected union
parishad (UP) chairman at
Mahendranagar village in
Sadar upazila of the district
on Friday.

Meanwhile, local people
caught the alleged rapist
while he was fleeing the
spot and handed him
over to the police, Officers
in Charge (OC) of Sadar
Police Station Shah Alam
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photo was taken a week ago.
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