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A new stadium inspired by the design of Milan’s Duomo cathedral will become the 

new home of AC Milan and Inter Milan, replacing the 95-year-old Stadio Giuseppe 

Meazza. ‘The Cathedral’ was unveiled on Tuesday and will be run by Populous, 

the architecture firm behind London soccer grounds such as Wembley Stadium, 

Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium and the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. A final project 

is expected to be presented in 2022 and the new ground is expected to have a 

capacity of around 65,000, a reduction from the current 80,000-seater arena which 

is also known as San Siro.

MILAN UNVEILS ‘THE CATHEDRAL’
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Zverev predicts 
similarity in 

dominance 
REUTERS

Olympic champion 
Alexander Zverev is 
confident a changing of the 
guard is almost complete 
in men’s tennis with next 
year’s big silverware likely 
to be shared between 
Novak Djokovic, Daniil 
Medvedev and himself.

Germany’s Zverev beat 
Djokovic en route to gold 
at the Tokyo Olympics and 
then ended the year by 
winning the ATP Finals title 
for the second time.

Djokovic won three 
of the year’s Grand Slam 
titles but his old rivals Rafa 
Nadal and Roger Federer 
failed to add to their 
collections with the trio 
tied on 20 majors each.

World number two 

Medvedev beat Djokovic in 
the U.S. Open final while 
Zverev also reached two 
Grand Slam semis this year.

Heading into the new 
season Federer, 40, is still 
recovering from knee 
surgery while Nadal, 35, 
is in the early stages of 
his comeback from a foot 
injury.

“I think next year could 
be very similar to the last 
six months from this year,” 
Zverev, named German 
Sportsman of the Year 
this week, told Eurosport 
Germany’s Das Gelbe vom 
Ball podcast.

“Before, there used to be 
always talk about Nadal, 
Federer and Djokovic 
-- now the big titles were 
the Olympics, U.S. Open, 
Turin (ATP Finals) and 
Wimbledon, and they 
were all won by Medvedev, 
Djokovic and me. I don’t 
expect it to be any different 
next year.”

Zverev ended the year 
ranked three and believes 
the number one spot is a 
viable target.

“I know I’m not far away 
from it, but for that I also 
have to win tournaments 
and Grand Slams,” he said.

 Theoretically, the 
24-year-old Zverev could 
become number one if he 
wins the Australian Open 
and Djokovic misses the 
tournament because of its 
COVID-19 vaccine stance.

“The situation with 
Novak and Australia is still 
a big question mark,” he 
said. “Of course, I hope 
that he will be allowed to 
play, that’s very clear.

“There are thousands of 
mathematical calculations, 
if he doesn’t play Australia 
and I win the Australian 
Open, then I’m number 
one in the world and so on 
and so forth.”

Henderson 
voices player 
welfare 
concern
AFP, LONDON

Liverpool captain Jordan 
Henderson fears player 
welfare is too low down the 
list of football’s priorities as 
the English game continues 
to grapple with the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Premier League 
announced on Monday its 
intention to continue with 
the scheduled matches 
over the traditionally busy 
Christmas and New Year 
period, despite more than 
90 confirmed coronavirus 
cases among players and 
staff in the last week.

Last weekend, six 
of 10 scheduled games 
in England’s top flight 
were called because of 
coronavirus outbreaks, 
with Henderson telling the 
BBC: “I don’t think people 
can appreciate how intense 
it is until you actually see it 
first-hand. “I am concerned 
that nobody really takes 
player welfare seriously.” “I 
think decisions get made 
-- of course we want to play 
as footballers, we want to 
get out there and play -- but 
I am worried about player 
welfare and I don’t think 
anybody does take that 
seriously enough, especially 
in this period, when Covid 
is here,” Henderson said.

Run-machine Labuschagne 
climbs the summit 

REUTERS, Sydney 

Australia run-machine 
Marnus Labuschagne has 
displaced England captain 
Joe Root to claim the 
world’s number one Test 

batter spot following a run of big scores 
in the ongoing Ashes series at home, the 
International Cricket Council said on 
Wednesday.

South Africa-born Labuschagne scored 
his sixth Test century and followed it up 
with a 51 in the second test in Adelaide to 
help Australia take a 2-0 lead in the five-
match series against their arch-rivals.

Root managed to score a half-century 
in each of the first two tests and dropped 
to second in the list of test batters.

Having narrowly lost out to New 
Zealand for a spot in this year’s inaugural 
World Test Championship final, 
Labuschagne said Australia’s eyes are not 
trained on just winning the Ashes.

“Regardless of if we win the next one, 
our goal is to win every single test match 
this summer,” he told reporters. “For us, 
that is what the test championship has 
brought in.

“Not just about winning this series, 
you’re playing for something bigger than 
that as well.” Labuschagne’s first four Tests 
for Australia came when the side were 
without banned duo of David Warner and 
Steve Smith.

After making his debut three years 
back against Pakistan, Labuschagne lost 
his place in the side and only returned as 
a concussion substitute for Smith in the 
2019 Ashes series in England.

The 27-year-old, who started the 
ongoing series ranked fourth, scored 74 
in the hosts’ opening win in Brisbane 
and his average of 62.14 is second only 
to Don Bradman’s legendary mark of 
99.94 among those who have batted in 
20 innings or more.

SPORTS REPORTER

Although Shakib Al 
Hasan took a leave from 
the Tigers’ ongoing tour 
of New Zealand due to 
personal reasons, the 

star all-rounder remained at the center 
of attention after giving an explosive 
interview to an online portal before 
departing for the United States yesterday.

During the course of the interview, 
Shakib revealed that ‘relations’ 
between Bangladesh cricket’s fantastic 
five, including himself and stalwarts 
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, Tamim Iqbal, 
Mahmudullah Riyad and Mushfiqur 
Rahim, were not as smooth as had been 
portrayed over the years.

Shakib rating himself ahead of the 
other four in terms of contributions to 
the team also raised eyebrows. 

Before departing for the United States 
to enjoy a holiday with his family, the 
34-year-old attempted to identify the 
areas that require work following the 
Tigers’ poor outings across the formats 
throughout the year.

“Obviously, it was disappointing that 

we were unable to fulfill our target at 
the T20 World Cup despite going there 
with a big goal. But it happened in the 
past as well and we managed to come 
back strong after such debacles,” Shakib 
told the media at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport. “There are a lot 
of areas to improve on whether we play 
well or not and it is important to sit 
together and identify the areas so that 
we can improve in the coming days.”

The Bangladesh team are currently in 
New Zealand and will take part in a two-
match Test series that is expected to be a 
tough outing for the visitors given they 
have not registered a single win in any 
format in the country.

However, the poster boy of 
Bangladesh cricket, who scored his Test-
best 217 runs in New Zealand, assured 
that it is possible to score runs in the 
tough conditions. 

“Batting has always remained good 
in New Zealand and even Tamim 
Iqbal, [Mahmudullah] Riyad Bhai and 
Soumya Sarkar all scored hundreds on 
the last tour. It is possible to score runs 
there and that will be my message to the 
team,” he added.

It’s possible to score 
runs in NZ, says 

Shakib


