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JU’s resident snake
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Later, they briefed JU’s acting proctor ASM Firoz-ul-
Hasan about the issue and contacted  wildlife specialist 
Prof Monirul Hasan Khan, chairperson of JU’s zoology 
department, and Prof Kamrul Hasan of the same 
department about their drive. 

Eventually, the snake was rescued and released with the 
forest department’s permission. The team has conducted 
hundreds of drives like this, they said.

“Currently, 528 volunteers are working with the team via 
a Facebook private group, in which over 1.3 lakh members 
are present. Around 18 members, five of whom are female, 
directly participate in the rescue drives,” said Mahfuz.

“We enrol them [volunteers] as rescuers following 
verification and training sessions.”

“We believe that every animal has a right to live 
freely,” said Syeda Ananya Faria, publicity secretary of the 
foundation and one of their first female snake rescuers. 

Contacted, founding adviser and a trainer of DESRF 
Asif Adnan Azad said, “They [the students] are not only 
attempting to rescue snakes, but they’re also trying to 
disseminate awareness about the animal among people.”

Adnan said snakes play an important role in maintaining 
the ecosystem. They eat rats and serve as a companion to 
farmers. There are many misconceptions about them, and 
many people kill them out of ignorance. 

The organisation is in the process of becoming 
registered, he said. So far, rescue operations have been 
carried out through financial assistance of members, 
including advisers. Presently, their focus is centred around 
increasing the number of volunteers. 

Shamim Banu 
no more
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Shamim 
Banu, 
wife of air 
commodore 
Moin Ul 
Islam (retd), 
passed 
away yesterday morning 
at Bumrungrad Hospital, 
Bangkok. She was 79. 

She was the younger 
daughter of late Syed 
Anisuzzaman of Durmut, 
Jamalpur. She left behind 
her husband, son, 
daughter and three grand-
daughters. 

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Gulshan Azad 
Mosque tomorrow. 

Chowdhury 
Hasan Mahmud 
passes away
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Dr 
Chowdhury 
Hasan 
Mahmud, 
managing 
director of 
GME Group, 
passed away at United 
Hospital on Tuesday night. 

He left behind two 
daughters.

Hailing from Binajuri 
village in Raozan upazila 
of Chattogram, he played 
an important role in the 
country’s health sector, said 
a press release. 

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held today at Gulshan 
Azad Mosque after Zuhr 
prayers. The GME family 
expressed deep shock at his 
demise. 

2.5m children
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She highlighted the necessity of technological skills for 
teachers and regularly training them about specific topics, 
so that they can teach those to students.

The webinar’s chair Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad, 
chairperson of PKSF and Education Watch, said institutional 
decentralisation and formation of a permanent education 
commission is a must to strengthen the education sector.

Special guest Dr Manzoor Ahmed, professor emeritus at 
Brac University, underscored the need for putting national 
importance on pre-primary and early childhood education. 

He called upon everyone to join hands and work 
together to implement the child education policy of 2013 
and strengthen the technical education sector.

Ashrafunnahar Misti, executive director of Women with 
Disabilities Development Foundation, said although the 
national education policy talks about a uniform education 
system for students with disabilities, in most cases, 
teachers, especially headteachers and those who are in 
management committees, are not willing to allow those 
children integrate into schools.

Lawmaker Aroma Dutta; Shykh Seraj, head of news at 
Channel i; Quazi Faruque Ahmed, member of National 
Education Policy 2010 Formulation Committee; Parveen 
Mahmud, chairperson of UCEP; among others, spoke at the 
webinar, moderated by Rasheda K Choudhury, convener of 
CSO Alliance and executive director of CAMPE, and co-
moderated by Asif Saleh, executive director of Brac.

10th death 
anniv of 
Abdur Razzak
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Today is the 
10th death 
anniversary 
of Abdur 
Razzak, 
former 
minister for 
water resources, an Awami 
League leader and one of 
the key organisers of the 
Liberation War.

Abdur Razzak Smriti 
Sangsad and Abdur Razzak 
Foundation will place 
a wreath at his grave at 
Banani graveyard at 8:00am 
and organise a doa mahfil.

A discussion will also be 
held at DU at 3:00pm.


