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Chance of
a law slim

Believe most of the parties invited
to president’s talks, seem resigned
to search committee

OUR GIFT
to the nation

Bangladesh team
dedicates trophy to 50
years of independence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh captain Maria Manda
dedicated her team'’s 1-0 win over India

in the final of the SAFF U-19 Women’s
Championship to the country on the
occasion of the 50th year of Independence
as the hosts retained the title in front of an
ecstatic home crowd at the Birshreshtha
Shaheed Mostafa Kamal Stadium
yesterday.

“This is our gift to the nation on its 50
years of independence. We wanted to win
this trophy for our countrymen,” Maria
said as the team celebrated a hard-fought
yet thoroughly deserved win at the end of
an entertaining final, with Anai Mogini’s
80th-minute goal eventually making the
difference.

Anai, the right-back, floated a looping
shot from outside the box following a
clever backpass from Shaheda Akter Ripa
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The demand for framing a specific law on reconstitution
of the Election Commission is growing louder as all nine
political parties invited to the president’s dialogue so far
are of the opinion that a law is required to form a non-
controversial EC.

Two parties who have already taken part in the ongoing
dialogue with President Abdul Hamid have proposed
enacting such a law.

The president is set to sit with almost all political parties
registered with the EC. Apart from the two he has already
spoken with, the president has so far invited seven other
parties to join the dialogue which will continue until
December 29.

Speaking to this newspaper, top leaders of the seven
parties yesterday said they would suggest the president for
enacting a law to constitute EC.

Three out of the seven parties, however, said they
would also propose some names for members of a search
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Bangladesh players celebrate Anai Mogini’s goal which broke the deadlock in the 80th minute of an
enthralling final, helping the hosts clinch a 1-0 victory against India and retain the SAFF U-19 Women’s
Championship title at the Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa Kamal Stadium yesterday.
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SoNy, Dwip MURDER TRIALS

Neglected, they
see no closure

ASIFUR RAHMAN and EMRUL HASAN Bapp1

Raihan Dwip, who were killed by their
fellow students, did not get such support | The Dhaka University

Twenty Buet students were handed death
sentence and five others life imprisonment
this month for the murder of their fellow
student Abrar Fahad inside a university
dorm on October 7, 2019.

The exemplary punishment could be
meted out mainly because the authorities
acted promptly after the killing. Almost
all the culprits were arrested immediately
and put behind bars. The government
appointed a panel of public prosecutors
to fight the case in court and the Buet
authorities provided Abrar’s family with
financial backing for the legal battle.

But the families of two other Buet
students, Sabekun Nahar Sony and Arif

from anyone -- not from the police or the
government or Buet.

In the meantime, their families” wait for
closure lingers on.

Two main convicts in the Sony murder
are still absconding, more than 19 years
after her death, said her father Habibur
Rahman. He also accused the then
government, the police and the university
authorities of siding with the killers and
helping them escape.

The lone convict in Dwip murder also
remains scot-free.

Sony, a second-year student of chemical
engineering department, was killed during a
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provost standing
committee has
recommended the
withdrawal of the rule that
allows the cancellation

of hall seats for female
married and pregnant
students.

The recommendation
came at a meeting yesterday
evening, in the wake of
protests that started earlier
this month.

The standing committee,
however, said students
should stay with their
families in the time
of pregnancy for the
betterment of their and
their children’s health.

The Standing Committee
Member-Secretary and
DU Proctor Prof AKM
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Golam Rabbani and two
provosts confirmed the
recommendation.

Rabbani said it will be
placed at the next syndicate
meeting according to
procedures.

Earlier in the day,
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staying at residential halls.
Mohammad Shishir
Manir, also a former law
student of DU, sent the
legal notice to the vice
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“Are there no girls in Buet?”, “Is Buet only for boys?” are the words written on a wall
of the university’s campus in the capital. Female students wrote the words to protest
teachers asking them to return to halls after they went out on December 15 night to
paint motifs to celebrate Victory Day. The photo was taken yesterday.
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