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Rab arrests 3 traffickers who promised Bangladesh fail
victims jobs in Europe, Australia _ tounderstand the
importance of having

StAFF CORRESPONDENT accurate financial and

economic data even
though these statistics
are needed now more
than ever, said a noted
economist yesterday.
The country’s looming

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) yesterday said it has arrested
three human traffickers who lured people with promises of
lucrative jobs in Australia and Europe and trafficked them
to India, where they were tortured in captivity for ransom.

Mollik Rezaul Haque alias Selim, 62; Bulbul Ahmed
Mollik, 55; and Niranjan Pal, 51, were arrested on Monday
from the capital’s Pallabi and Uttara.

Selim was the ‘ringleader’, while Mollik and Pal were his gradpation toa
associates, said Mozammel Haque, commanding officer of developing nation has
Rab-4, told The Daily Star. increased the demand

Fake passports, forged visas, applications and other
documents relating to trafficking were found during their
arrest.

The arrestees, who previously lived in the Middle East,
Malaysia and Romania, admitted to trafficking more than
100 victims to India over the years, according to Haque.

for such information

a hundred-fold, said
Debapriya Bhattacharya, a
distinguished fellow of the
Centre for Policy Dialogue.

Their gang is active at different places in Dhaka, Feni, “Although the matter
Cumilla, Shariatpur and Madaripur. has been acknowledged
They target people looking for jobs abroad. They verbally, there is no
would solicit Tk 12 to 15 lakh with the promise of jobs in evidence t’hat adequate

Australia, the Netherlands or Portugal, Haque said.
The job seekers were taken to India by legal or illegal
ways via road or air on the pretext that it was ‘easier’ to get

measures are being
taken,” he said, terming

a visa from India, Haque told The Daily Star. . . . . . . the situation as “data
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b Prime Minister Sheikh Savs Mahbub Talukdar
y ]anu ary TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY Hasina will leave Dhaka 4
2 for Male today on a six- Starr CORRESPONDENT, Cig
SayS expats minister Already three years behind schedule, the Akhaura-Agartala dual-gauge | day official visit at the Election win without an
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The Bangladesh government in August 2016 approved the project to | President Ibrahlm encouraged in a democracy,
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Training (BMET) registration fees, and Chilahati-Haldibari. are hkely to be Signed SEE PAGE 5 COL 1 tenure of the Election
SEE PAGE 5 COL 2 SEE PAGE 5 COL 5 SEE PAGE 5 COL 4 SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

FAST-SPREADING OMICRON

WHO sounds
warning

Urges people to postpone gatherings
as the Covid variant evading
some immune responses

REUTERS, Geneva

Buildings tilt
as CDA digs
canal in Ctg

SaNjoy Kumar Barua

Three buildings and five
tin-roofed houses were
evacuated in Majirghat
area of Chattogram
yesterday hours after they
tilted to one side amid
the excavation work of a
nearby canal.

The structures, including
a Hindu temple, tilted

The Omicron variant of the coronavirus is spreading
faster than the Delta variant and is causing infections in
people already vaccinated or who have recovered from

on Monday night as the the Covid-19 disease, the head of the World Health
Chattogram Development Organization (WHO) said.
Authority was digging WHO chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan added it

the Gulzar canal, said
Shakhawat Hossain, officer-
in-charge of Sadarghat
Police Station.

“We have deployed
police forces in the area
and urged locals to
evacuate the damaged
buildings and houses,” the
OC said.

would be “unwise” to conclude from early evidence that
Omicron was a milder variant that previous ones.

“... with the numbers going up, all health systems are
going to be under strain,” Soumya Swaminathan told
Geneva-based journalists on Monday evening.

The variant is successfully evading some immune
responses, she said, meaning that the booster programmes
being rolled out in many countries ought to be targeted
towards people with weaker immune systems.

“There is now consistent evidence that Omicron is
spreading significantly faster than the Delta variant,” WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told the
briefing.

“And it is more likely people vaccinated or recovered

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

a from Covid-19 could be infected or re-infected,” Tedros
W id.

= Five buildings tilted while the Chattogram Development Authority was salTheir comments echoed the finding of study by Imperial
PRAYER TIMING DECEMBER 22 e 2 -IRE dredging the Gulzar canal in the port city’s Majhir Ghat area yesterday. Later, College London, which said last week the risk of reinfection
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha . they started knocking down the establishments, which enraged locals who was more than five times higher and it has shown no sign

AZAN 525 1245 3-45 524 7-00 || took to the streets. of being milder than Delta.
JAMAAT 600 1-15 400 527 7-30 Y | F—“: WHO officials said however that other forms of
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