
T SPORTS

SAFF U-19 Women’s Championship
Final
Bangladesh vs India
Live from 06:00 pm
La Liga

Granada vs Atletico Madrid
Live from 12:00 am (Thursday)
Athletic Bilbao vs Real Madrid
Live from 02:30 am (Thursday)
VH1 India
Serie A

Inter vs Torino
Live from 11:30 pm
Empoli vs Milan
Live from 01:45 am 
(Thursday)

BCL

North Zone vs South Zone, 

Chattogram

Central Zone vs East Zone, 

Dhaka

Sayum 
claims 
Summit 
Golf title
SPORTS REPORTER

Mohammad Sayum 
claimed his second 
BPGA title of the season 
by winning the 11th 
Summit Professional Golf 
Tournament, beating 
Siddikur Rahman by three 
shots at the Kumritola Golf 
Club yesterday. 

The multiple-BPGA 
winner from KGC 
recovered from a poor 
second round with a fine 
final round yesterday 
to win the title of Tk 
1500,000-lakh event with 
an aggregate score of eight-
under-par (208). 

This is Sayum’s second 
BPGA title of the season, 
following his victory in 
the Runner Professional 
Golf Tournament in late 
September. 

Siddikur, who returned 
to the country recently, 
scored 70, 72 and 69 for an 
aggregate of five-under-par 
(211). 

Akbar Hossain and 
Jakiruzzaman Jakir, with 
matching scores of even-
par (216), finished tied for 
third position.

Premier 
League 
to play on 
AFP, Manchester

Premier League clubs on 
Monday decided against 
a temporary halt to the 
season despite a surge 
in coronavirus cases 
that has forced mass 
postponements and 
threatened to derail the 
season.

There had been talk of 
a potential “firebreaker”, 
with suggestions that the 
middle round of the festive 
fixtures from December 
28-30 could be postponed.

But on Monday 
the English top flight, 
following a shareholders’ 
meeting involving 
representatives from the 20 
clubs, said games would 
continue through the busy 
festive season.

“It was confirmed at 
a Premier League club 
meeting today that while 
recognising a number of 
clubs are experiencing 
Covid-19 outbreaks 
and challenges, it is 
the league’s collective 
intention to continue the 
current fixture schedule 
where safely possible,” the 
Premier League said in a 
statement.

Kylian Mbappe celebrated his 23rd birthday in style on Monday evening, with his 

Paris Saint-Germain teammates accompanying him on an evening out, although 

they did troll him with a renewal shirt. As Mbappe’s future remains very much 

in the air, a number of the Frenchman’s teammates held up a PSG shirt with the 

‘Mbappe’ name on the back and the year 2050 underneath, signifying a contract 

extension until that particular year. PHOTO: INSTAGRAM

International volleyball 

tourneys start tomorrow
SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangabandhu 
Asian Central Zone 
Men’s Volleyball 
Challenge Cup 
and Bangamata 
Asian Central Zone 

Women’s Volleyball Challenge Cup 
will get underway at the Shaheed 
Suhrawardi Indoor Stadium in Mirpur 
tomorrow, with last edition’s runners-
up Bangladesh taking on Maldives in 
the men’s draw while the women’s 
team of the host nation playing against 
Kyrgyzstan, the runners-up of last 
edition.

A total of six nations including hosts 
Bangladesh are taking part in the events. 
Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives and Nepal are participating in 
the men’s tournament while Kyrgyzstan 
will be taking part alongside the five 
aforementioned nations in the women’s 
event.

The tournament, organised on the 
occasion of the 50th Anniversary of 
Bangladesh’s victory and the birth 
centenary of the Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
saw its trophy and logo unveiled 
ceremony at Dhaka North City 
Corporation’s conference hall yesterday.

Both the tournaments will be played 
in round robin format, with the top two 
teams qualifying for the finals, to be 

played on December 28. 
While Bangladesh men’s team have a 

pedigree in this event, having won the 
title in its second edition in 2016 before 
finishing second in the last edition, 
back in 2018, the women’s team will be 
making only their second appearance in 
the event, the first one coming back two 
years ago.

At the trophy and logo unveiling 
programme yesterday, Atiqul Islam, 
president of the Bangladesh Volleyball 
Federation [BVF] and mayor of Dhaka 
North City Corporation, spoke about 
the challenges of organising the 
tournament during the pandemic.

“It was challenging to bring all the 
teams during this pandemic,” Atiqul 
said. “We had to take permission 
from IVF [International Volleyball 
Federation] and AVC [Asian Volleyball 
Confederation] to organise these 
events,” he said.

“We had some lacking in the 
previous tournaments. To compensate, 
we have brought in technical delegates 
from AVC to ensure the tournaments to 
be more successful,” the president said 
as he went on to share his future plans 
with the sport.

“We want to spread this event all 
around the country, like schools, districts 
and age-level tournaments. We’re also 
planning to organise Volleyball Premier 
League so that we can get more local 
players,” Atiqul concluded.


