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Reazuddin 
FROM PAGE 3

condition deteriorated, the 
statement said.

Reazuddin is the 
editor of The Financial 
Herald, former editor of 
News Today, and former 
president of Bangladesh 
Federal Union of 
Journalists.

A dream
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However, the railway did 
not provide the land, 
as they have a plan to 
construct a railway hub for 
freight trains.

Around 2,000 trucks 
would be able to park at 
the multi-purpose terminal 
simultaneously, and around 
5,000 trucks would be able 
to use it daily, he added.
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meeting after getting the 
citizenship of Bangladesh 
in 1994, Mushtari led the 
resistance.

Mushtari Shafi’s first 
janaza was held at the 
Central Jame Mosque of 
Dhaka University.

Family members started 
for Chattogram after the 
first janaza for her burial. 
A tribute will be held there 
from 9:00am to 12:00pm 
today. 

She will be laid to rest at 
Chaitanyagali Cemetery in 
Chattogram after a guard 
of honour and the second 
janaza. 

The footpath on 

the opposite side 

of Karwan Bazar 

Wholesale Fish 

Market has been 

taken over and turned 

into a rickshaw-van 

stand, with makeshift 

tea stores springing 

up around it. This 

photo was taken 

yesterday. 
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Zero-tolerance policy 
against elephant killing
Environment minister tells Ctg event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Minister Md Shahab Uddin yesterday said 
the killing of elephants must be stopped at 
any cost.

The minister made this remark while 
addressing as chief guest at a view exchange 
meeting with local administration and 
people’s representatives on elephant 
conservation and resolving elephant and 
human conflict at Satkania upazila in 
Chattogram, said a press release.

“The government is working on a zero-
tolerance policy to ensure that no more 
elephants, tigers or any other wild animal 
die unnecessarily,” said the minister.

Legal action has been taken against 
those involved in the brutal killings of wild 
elephants, he added. 

Referring to various initiatives taken 
by the government for the conservation 
of elephants, the forest minister said 
conventional roads and corridors for 

movement of elephants are being restored.
Arrangements are also being made to train 

the staff of the concerned forest department 
on resolving the elephant-human conflict, 
returning the elephants to the forests when 
they enter localities and awareness-raising 
techniques, the minister informed.

At the end of the programme, the 
minister handed over compensation 
cheques to those affected in elephant 
attacks and their families. 

Local lawmaker Abu Reza Muhammad 
Nezamuddin Nadvi, additional secretary 
of the ministry of environment, forest and 
climate change Sanjay Kumar Bhowmik, 
Satkania upazila parishad chairman MA 
Motaleb, Banshkhali upazila parishad 
Chairman Chowdhury Md Ghalib and 
additional superintendent of police Md 
Jahangir were present as special guests at 
the programme. 

Md Amir Hossain Chowdhury, chief 
conservator of forests, chaired the event.

Sonai River
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through.
“We have held a public 

hearing on the issue 
but to no avail,” said 
advocate Shah Shaheda 
Akhter, Sylhet’s regional 
coordinator at Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association.

Sharif Jamil, general 
secretary of Bapa’s executive 
committee, said, “Sonai 
river is an example of how 
the rich deltaic characteristic 
of the entire country 
has depleted during the 
economic growth over the 
last one decade.”

Asked, SFAM Shahjahan, 
owner of Saiham Group, 
denied the allegations. 

“The complex is not 
being built on river land,” 
claimed Shahjahan, who is 
also the upazila chairman 
of Madhabpur.

Contacted, Md 
Mohiuddin, assistant 
commissioner of land in 
Madhabpur, said they will 
look into the issue. 

“Illegal occupants have 
already been evicted from 
the Madhabpur municipal 
market part of Sonai river,” 
he added. 

An eviction drive is being 
carried out in Madhabpur. 
The river will also be 
enlarged according to the 
map, said UNO Sheikh 
Moinul Islam Moin. 

Momtaz 
Khaleque 
passes away
CITY DESK

Momtaz Khaleque, 
founder of Abdul Khaleque 
Memorial School, passed 
away early yesterday, said a 
press release.  

She was 91 years old. 
She is the mother of 

Bengal Group and Bengal 
Foundation chair Abul 
Khair and Bengal Group 
vice chairman Asfar Khair. 

Her namaz-e-janaza 
was held at Gulshan Azad 
Mosque after Asr prayers. 
Later, she was buried at 
Banani graveyard. 

Momtaz left behind her 
sons, daughters, a host of 
relatives and well-wishers to 
mourn her death. 

She was well known 
for her social services and 
participation in numerous 
cultural activities as an 
organiser. 

Momtaz Khaleque was 
also a trustee of Bengal 
Foundation and Gyantapas 
Abdur Razzaq Foundation.


