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UK’s former Brexit minister 
gives backing to PM 

Britain’s former Brexit minister, David Frost, 
yesterday insisted he had not stepped down to 

mount a leadership challenge against Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, and gave his backing 

to the beleaguered leader. Frost’s shock 
resignation, announced late on Saturday, 

comes not only at a crucial time in talks with 
the European Union but also as Johnson’s 

position looks increasingly under threat. But 
Frost maintained: “I left the government 

because I couldn’t support certain policies,” 
most recently on Covid restrictions. “If you’re 

a minister, you have to support collective 
responsibility... and I couldn’t and that’s why 
I had to leave,” he told Sky News outside his 

London home. 

J&K delimitation draft triggers 
huge row

A major political row has erupted in Jammu 
and Kashmir over a draft proposal that 
has suggested six new legislative seats 

for Jammu and only one for Kashmir in a 
move that local parties have described as 

gerrymandering and an attempt to tilt the 
balance of power towards Jammu. The draft 

by the union government’s Delimitation 
Commission was distributed among five MPs 
from Jammu and Kashmir who are associate 

members of the body during its meeting 
in New Delhi yesterday and was rejected 

by all political parties in Kashmir who 
have termed it biased and unacceptable. 

National Conference President and MP 
Farooq Abdullah who attended the meeting 
confirmed the draft proposal and said that 

the party will respond to it via a formal 
communique on December 31.

SOURCE: AFP, NDTV

MORE NEWS 

Chile celebrates as leftist Boric 
elected president

The streets of Santiago erupted in celebration 
Sunday after leftist millennial Gabriel Boric 

became Chile’s youngest-ever president-elect 
with an unexpectedly large victory over his 

far-right rival in a polarizing race. Boric, 
35, garnered nearly 56 percent of the vote 

compared to 44 percent for ultra-conservative 
Jose Antonio Kast, who conceded even before 
the final result was known. Tens of thousands 

of Chileans took to the streets of the capital 
and other cities after Kast’s concession, 

honking car horns in approval, brandishing 
pro-Boric placards, waving the rainbow LGBTQ 

flag and shouting: “Viva Chile!” Fireworks lit 
the skies for hours on end. “I’m thrilled, I am 
crying with joy. We dealt a blow to fascism!” 
pharmacy worker Jennie Enriquez, 45, told 

AFP. “I am happy because there are going to be 
many changes that will help the people and 

the working class,” added construction worker 
Luis Astorga, 58.

THIS DAY IN 
HISTORY

DECEMBER 21

1973 - The first 
peace conference 

between Israel and 
her Arab neighbours 
opened in Geneva. 

Jordan, Israel, Egypt, 
the United States, 

the Soviet Union and 
the UN took part.

1988 - A bomb 
destroyed a Pan Am 

Boeing 747 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, 
killing all 259 aboard 

and 11 people on 
the ground.

2004 - US Army 
seals off parts of 
Mosul following 
attack on base.

SOURCE: REUTERS

Over 50,000 
forced from 
homes
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

More than 50,000 people 
have been forced from their 
homes in Malaysia and at 
least seven are dead after 
the country faced some of 
its worst floods for years, 
officials said yesterday.
A weekend of torrential 
rain caused rivers to 
overflow, flooding towns 
and villages and cutting off 
major roads, with many 
motorists left trapped in 
their vehicles for hours.
The number of evacuees 
across the country rose to 
about 51,000 yesterday.

POSSIBLE WAR CRIMES IN YEMEN

UN investigator 
targeted by spyware
THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

The mobile phone of a UN-backed investigator who was 
examining possible war crimes in Yemen was targeted 
with spyware made by Israel’s NSO Group, a new forensic 
analysis has revealed.

Kamel Jendoubi, who served as the chairman of the now 
defunct Group of Eminent Experts in Yemen (GEE)– a panel 
mandated by the UN to investigate possible war crimes – 
was targeted in August 2019, according to an analysis of his 
mobile phone by experts at Amnesty International and the 
Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto.

The targeting is claimed to have occurred just weeks 
before Jendoubi and his panel of experts released a 
damning report which concluded that the Saudi-led 
coalition in the Yemen war had committed “serious 
violations of international humanitarian law” that could 
lead to “criminal responsibility for war crimes”.

Jendoubi’s mobile number also appears on a leaked 
database at the heart of the Pegasus Project, an investigation 
into NSO by the Guardian and other media outlets. The 
leaked list contained numbers of individuals who were 
believed to have been selected as potential surveillance 
targets by NSO’s government clients.

The data suggests that Jendoubi was selected as a 
potential surveillance target by Saudi Arabia, which was a 
longtime client of NSO before it was dropped earlier this 
year after allegations that it abused the surveillance tool.

SUPER TYPHOON RAI

Philippines 
death toll 
hits 375
AFP, Surigao City

The death toll from the 
strongest typhoon to hit 
the Philippines this year 
surged to 375 yesterday, as 
survivors pleaded for urgent 
supplies of drinking water, 
food and medicines.
The Philippine Red Cross 
reported “complete 
carnage” in coastal areas 
after Typhoon Rai left 
homes and schools “ripped 
to shreds”.
The storm tore off roofs, 
uprooted trees, toppled 
concrete power poles, 
smashed wooden houses to 
pieces, wiped out crops and 
flooded villages -- sparking 
comparisons to the damage 
caused by Super Typhoon 
Haiyan in 2013.
“Our situation is so 
desperate,” said Ferry 
Asuncion, a street vendor 
in the hard-hit seaside 
city of Surigao, which was 
devastated by the storm.
More than 380,000 people 
fled their homes and 
beachfront resorts as Rai 
slammed into the country 
on Thursday.

Taliban fighters stand guard in front of the entrance of the money exchange Sarai Shahzada market in Kabul yesterday. Afghanistan’s 

currency dived to a record low against the US dollar, taking its losses over the last week to 30 percent as an economic collapse and 

humanitarian crisis grip the country.
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OMICRON THREAT ACROSS GLOBE

Europe mulls Christmas curbs
UK reports 12 deaths; Thailand considering reinstating 

mandatory quarantine for foreign visitors
AGENCIES

Britain refused to rule out curbs on gatherings 
yesterday, a day after the Netherlands imposed 
a  lockdown prompted by the fast-spreading 
Omicron variant of the coronavirus and as other 
European nations considered putting a squeeze on 
Christmas.

Omicron infections are 
multiplying rapidly across Europe, 
the United States and other parts 
of the world, doubling every two or 
three days in London and elsewhere 
and taking a heavy toll on financial 
markets which fear the impact on 
the global economic recovery.

The variant was first detected last month in 
southern Africa and Hong Kong and so far been 
reported in at least 89 countries. The severity of 
illness it causes remains unclear.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte announced 
a shutdown on Saturday, ordering the closure 
of all but essential stores, as well as restaurants, 
hairdressers, gyms, museums and other public 
places from Sunday until at least January 14.

Twelve people in Britain have died with the 
Omicron variant of the coronavirus, Deputy Prime 

Minister Dominic Raab said yesterday, refusing to 
rule out a tightening of social restrictions before 
Christmas.

“I just can’t make hard and fast guarantees,” he 
told Times Radio. “In assessing the situation we rely 
very heavily on the real data coming through and it 
will take a little bit more time to assess this critical 

issue of the severity of Omicron.” 
The German government’s 

scientific advisory panel said in 
a statement on Sunday it was 
necessary to further limit contact, 
with data so far showing that 
boosters alone would not be 
enough to contain the spread of 

the virus.
The state premier of North Rhine-Westphalia, 

Hendrik Wuest, did not rule out contact restrictions 
on people who have been fully vaccinated or had a 
booster shot, reports Reuters.

“We should be careful about ruling anything 
out,” he told broadcaster ARD yesterday.

Thailand is considering reinstating mandatory 
quarantine for foreign visitors as the health 
ministry reported the country’s first case of local 
transmission of the coronavirus variant.

West expresses ‘grave concern’
AFP, Hong Kong

Western allies yesterday expressed “grave 
concern” over Hong Kong’s new legislature 
election rules after a weekend poll that saw 
a record low voter turnout.

China has cracked down on opposition 
in Hong Kong after the city 
was rocked by huge and 
often violent democracy 
protests in 2019.

Beijing has imposed a 
national security law that 
criminalised much dissent 
and new “patriots only” political rules that 
vet the loyalty of those standing for office.

The first election under these rules was 
held on Sunday for the city’s legislature, 
with a historic low turnout recorded.

“We, the Foreign Ministers of Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and the United 
Kingdom, and the United States Secretary of 
State, noting the outcome of the Legislative 
Council elections in Hong Kong, express our 

grave concern over the erosion of democratic 
elements of the Special Administrative 
Region’s electoral system,” the nations said 
in a joint statement.

Hong Kong’s new rules reduced the 
number of directly elected seats and 
tightened control of who could stand for 

office.
“These changes 

eliminated any meaningful 
political opposition,” the 
allies said.

“We also remain gravely 
concerned at the wider 

chilling effect of the National Security Law 
and the growing restrictions on freedom of 
speech and freedom of assembly, which are 
being felt across civil society.”

Meanwhile, Hong Kong’s leader yesterday 
hailed the outcome of the “patriots only” 
legislature election. “Hong Kong is now 
back on the right track of One Country, Two 
Systems,” chief executive Carrie Lam told 
reporters.
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