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Two Star journos
FROM PAGE 3

Meena Media Award” for text-based journalistic reporting 
that promotes child rights in her report titled “Ending 
Hazardous Child Labour: Tk 284cr project in a shambles”. 

The Daily Star’s staff photojournalist Prabir Das has 
received the “Special Mention Award” in the photography 
category for his work on violence against children. A total 
of 22 journalists from nearly 700 submissions from print, 
online and electronic media have been awarded this year.

Five officials 
promoted to 
secretary
BSS, Dhaka

The government has 
promoted five officials of 
administration cadre to 
the rank of secretary, said 
a public administration 
ministry gazette notification 
issued yesterday.  

Project director of 
Ashrayan project Md  
Mahbub Hossain has been 
promoted as secretary 
of ACC; additional 
secretary of energy and 
mineral resources division 
Muhammad Abdul Hamid 
Zamaddar as secretary of 
Bangladesh Public Service 
Commission Secretariat; 
divisional commissioner of 
Rajshahi Dr Md Humayun 
Kabir to the secretary  of 
railways ministry; chairman 
of Rajdhani Unnayan 
Katripakkha (Rajuk) 
ABM Amin Ullah Nuri 
to the rank of secretary 
and posted in Rajuk as 
chairman; and divisional 
commissioner of Barishal 
Md Saiful Hasan Badal 
to secretary of the health 
education and family 
welfare division.

Khaleda’s
FROM PAGE 3

“The government 
must allow her to go 
abroad immediately for 
treatment,” said Rizvi, 
while talking to reporters 
on the premises of BNP 
founder Ziaur Rahman’s 
grave. 

 Khaleda, a 76-year-old 
former prime minister, 
has been receiving  
treatment for various 
health complications since  
November 13.

According to her 
medical board members, 
she immediately needs 
to go abroad  for better 
treatment.

 On behalf of her 
family, Khaleda’s younger 
brother, Shamim Iskander,  
submitted an application 
to the home ministry on 
November 11, urging the  
government to allow her to 
go abroad.

 Law Minister Anisul 
Huq recently said the 
government is looking for 
a legal option to allow 
Khaleda to go abroad.

Ten held in Savar 
over extortion
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Ten people were detained by Rab officials in Savar for 
extortion, Rakib Mahmud Khan, company commander of 
Rab-4(CPC-2) confirmed to The Daily Star yesterday.

The detainees were identified as Masud Rana (40); Iqbal 
Hossen Ratan (42); Md Biplob (30); Pannu Hawladar 
(34); Md Jahangir (48); Anowar Sheikh (42); Alam Mollah 
(37); Abdullah Al Helal (20); Shahadat Hossain (30); and 
Shanchay (30). All of them live in Savar’s Ashulia.

They were allegedly extorting roadside makeshift shops 
at Nabinagar area, adjacent to the National Martyrs’ 
Monument in Savar on Sunday evening. Acting on a tip-
off, Rab-4 conducted a drive at the area around 6:30pm on 
Sunday and detained the accused, said Rakib. 

Rab officials also recovered a total of Tk 4,230 and eight 
mobile phones from their possession. 

The detainees used to physically assault and threaten 
the ones who refused to pay them. All of them admitted to 
their crimes during primary interrogation, informed Rakib.

Navy to get more
FROM PAGE 3

security of fishers and provide safe passage for merchant 
ships,” the PM added. Besides, she said work is underway to 
build a permanent submarine base -- “BNS Sheikh Hasina” 
-- at Pekua in Cox’s Bazar to provide safe jetty facilities to 
submarines and warships at the harbour.

She mentioned that the government is also working to 
increase and streamline the organisational structure of BNA 
to ensure the best use of the sophisticated technologies.

Fear of syndicates
FROM PAGE 3

of malpractice remains since the procedure is not clear yet.
In September 2018, the Malaysian government froze 

recruitment from Bangladesh following allegations of 
syndicates, labour exploitation and high migration costs of 
up to Tk 4 lakh per worker.

84pc women faced
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monitoring the case of Elma Chowdhury, a student of 
Dhaka University, who died on December 14 in the 
capital’s Banani after being tortured by her husband. 

The association urged that justice be ensured and 
perpetrators be punished through transparent and 
impartial investigation within a specified time.

If the real culprits are not punished, they will get away 
with abusing their power, and murders like that of Tonu, 
Nusrat and Elma will increase, Salma Ali said. 


