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ICC BANGLADESH 

Mahbubur Rahman, president of the International Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh (ICCB), presents the ICCB Business Directory to Vishnu 

Kumar Agarwal, president of the Confederation of Nepalese Industries, when a 13-member business delegation from Nepal called on the ICCB 

president in Dhaka recently. 

PREMIER BANK

Arif Hossen, chairman of Khunsurti Union in Faridpur, and Md Kobirul Islam, president of Faridpur Press Club, attend the opening of Premier 

Bank’s relocated Faridpur branch at Khan Trade Center (1st floor) on Mujib Sarak in Faridpur Sadar on Sunday. Syed Nowsher Ali, deputy 

managing director of the bank, inaugurated the branch virtually. 

Maggots creeping 
their way into farms
FROM PAGE B4

“I hope in the next 2-3 
months I will be able to 
make a profit by selling 
the insects. Also, we can 
cultivate fish in our pond 
and use these insects as feed 
for them,” he added.

Abdar Ali, owner 
of a poultry farm in 
Lalmonirhat, told the 
Daily Star that he buys 
an average of about Tk 
7,000 to Tk 8,000 worth 
of poultry feed every day 
to feed 2,000 birds at his 
farm. 

And with the price 
of regular poultry feed 
creeping up, he has not 
been able to make his 
expected profits as of late.

“But now that I have 
learned about farming 
maggots from the black 
soldier fly, I am preparing to 
produce the insects next to 
the farm,” he said, adding 
that he hopes to start 
production from January. 

Priyanath Sarkar, a fish 
farmer from Kurigram, said 
he buys an average of Tk 
5,000 worth of fish food 
every day for his six-acre 
pond.

And after recently 
coming to know about 
insect farming, he started 
producing five to six kgs of 
black soldier fly larvae every 
day and found that they 
were an excellent food for 
fish.

“So if I can produce an 
average of 35 kgs to 40 kgs 
per day, my feed demand 
will be met,” he said. 

Shamim Ashraf, deputy 
director of the Department 
of Agricultural Extension 
in Lalmonirhat, said high 
quality of organic manure 
can be recovered from the 
waste that remains after 
producing maggots. 

Few people have gotten 
involved in the insect farm 
business so far but its scope 
is increasing day by day, he 
added.

“No government 
decision has been taken 
yet regarding large-scale 
production of black soldier 
fly larvae,” Dr Jahangir 
Alam, district livestock 
officer of Lalmonirhat, told 
The Daily Star.

Some farm owners 
are producing insects on 
their own volition and the 
method they are using will 
not cause any harm to the 
environment. 

“Instead, the use of 
garbage is benefiting the 
environment and so, if the 
government decides, we will 
be able to train enthusiastic 
farmers to produce maggots 
from the black soldier fly,” 
he added.


