
SAFF U-19 Women’s 
Championship
Nepal vs Sri Lanka
Live from 3:00 pm
India vs Bhutan
Live from 7:00 pm

STAR SPORTS 1
Asian Champions Trophy
Bangladesh vs India
Live from 3:30 pm
STAR SPORTS 2
EPL

Burnley vs Watford
Live from 1:30 am (Thursday)
STAR SPORTS 3
EPL
Crystal Palace vs Southampton
Live from 1:30 am (Thursday)

STAR SPORTS SELECT HD 2
EPL
Brighton vs Wolves
Live from 1:30 am (Thursday)
STAR SPORTS SELECT HD 1
EPL

Arsenal vs West Ham
Live from 2:00 am 
(Thursday)
TEN 1
Bundesliga
Bayer Leverkusen vs Hoffenheim

Live from 1:30 am 
(Thursday)
TEN 2
Bundesliga
Dortmund vs Greuther Furth
Live from 1:30 am (Thursday)

BCL, Day 4

South Zone vs East Zone, SKS

Central Zone vs North Zone, ZACS

Premier 
League battles 

Covid wave
AGENCIES 

Premier League fans will 
be subject to vaccine 
passport checks to enter 
stadiums from Wednesday, 
but fears are rising over 
how long the English top 
flight can continue in front 
of capacity crowds as the 
Omicron variant sweeps 
across Britain.

Tottenham’s trip to 
Brighton and Manchester 
United’s visit to Brentford 
have been postponed due 
to outbreaks in the Spurs 
and United camps in recent 
days.

Aston Villa, Leicester 
and Norwich have also 
reported positives as part 
of a record 42 cases of 
Covid-19 among Premier 
League players and staff in 
the past week.

That figure is the highest 
since testing began in 
May 2020 when top-
flight football in England 
returned after a three-
month delay caused by the 
pandemic.

For over a year the action 
continued on the field in 
front of empty stands until 
a loosening of restrictions 
allowed the Premier League 
to return to capacity crowds 
in August.

There were no 
restrictions for supporters 
at most stadiums, although 
Brighton, Chelsea and 
Tottenham did introduce 
the mandatory checks for 
vaccination or proof of a 
negative test that will now 
deployed across England 
for crowds of over 10,000.

The spectre of Covid 
loomed in the background 
even as tens of thousands 
of unmasked fans mixed 
in close quarters to watch 
Steven Gerrard’s return to 
Liverpool as Aston Villa 
manager on Saturday.

A pop-up testing centre 
offered free lateral flow 
tests to the passing crowds.

Newly deployed 
“Covid stewards” were 
positioned around 
Anfield to offer advice 
on how to download 
vaccination status onto a 
smartphone in preparation 
for Thursday’s first match 
under the new rules against 
Newcastle.

The Football Supporters 
Association (FSA) has 
backed the vaccine 
passport in a bid to 
avoid the return to sport 
behind closed doors as 
has already happened 
for major matches in 
Austria, Germany and the 
Netherlands.

Wounded England face pink-
ball challenge in Adelaide

AFP, ADELAIDE

England head into 
the day-night second 
Ashes Test in Adelaide 
on Thursday under 
pressure and facing 

an ominous task against an Australian 
team who have won all of their eight 
pink-ball matches.

The tourists’ capitulation by 
nine wickets in the opening Test in 
Brisbane exposed their batting and 
fielding frailties, exacerbated by rain-
hit preparations and lack of match 
practice.

It wasn’t helped by poor decision-
making -- notably captain Joe Root 
choosing to bat after winning the toss 
on a juicy Gabba pitch and the widely 
criticised omission of pace veterans 
Jimmy Anderson and Stuart Broad.

Root knows his team must find a 
way to improve, and fast, to stand a 
chance at a ground where Australia 
have hosted five of their eight Test 

wins under lights.
Seamers Broad and Anderson 

are tipped to return given the extra 
movement found with a pink ball, 
something coach Chris Silverwood 
hinted at this week.

That would likely mean one of 
Ollie Robinson, Mark Wood or 
Chris Woakes missing out, and 
England must also decide what to 
do with spinner Jack Leach, who was 
hammered for 1-102 off 13 overs at 
the Gabba.

There are also concerns over Ben 
Stokes, who failed to fire in his first 
competitive match in six months after 
a break to deal with a finger injury and 
mental health issues.

Root insisted England’s star all-
rounder would bounce back and 
warned Australia: “You write Ben 
Stokes off at your own peril.”

Australia have their own headaches, 
with Josh Hazlewood ruled out with a 
side strain. It is a big blow with the fast 

bowler boasting a pink-ball record of 
32 wickets at just 19.90.

He was the major destroyer 
in Adelaide a year ago, taking an 
incredible 5-8 when India were rolled 
for just 36 in their second innings.

Australian captain Pat Cummins 
said after Brisbane that Hazlewood’s 
injury was “nothing too serious”, but 
selectors opted not to risk him with 
the Boxing Day Test in Melbourne 
coming hot on the heels of Adelaide.

Jhye Richardson is the frontrunner 
to add to his two Tests and spearhead 
the attack alongside Cummins, 
Mitchell Starc and Nathan Lyon, 
although Michael Neser is also an 
option.

“We’re going to Adelaide, a place 
we love playing and the pink ball’s a 
little bit different... there’s a few more 
unknowns,” said Pat Cummins.

“But it’s a format we really enjoy 
and Adelaide Oval’s a great place to 
play cricket.”

SPORTS REPORTER

Daniel Colindres 
scored one and 
set up another for 
Nabib Newaz Jibon 

as Abahani moved into the final of the 
Riviera Independence Cup with a 2-0 
win over Saif Sporting Club in the first 
semifinal at the Birshreshtha Shaheed 
Mostafa Kamal Stadium in Kamalapur 
yesterday.

The former Bashundhara Kings 
forward, who returned to the country at 
the start of season signing for Abahani, 
made the difference in a slugfest which 
lacked quality in the attacking third.

The Costa Rican World Cupper 
could well be facing his former club 
in the final on Saturday as defending 
champions Kings were to take on first-
time finalists Bangladesh Police FC in 
the second semifinal later last night.

The win took the Sky Blues to their 
first Independence Cup final since 2016 

as the Dhanmondi giants look for the 
title of the prestigious tournament for 
the second time in their history and 
first time since 1990.

Abahani coach Mario Lemos, who 
will be standing in his first final since 
taking charge of the Sky Blues in 2018, 
was satisfied with the performance and 
especially those of Colindres, Jibon 
and player-of-the-match Raphael 
Augusto.

“Colindres is a quality player. He can 
make the difference in the attacking 
third with his movements and passing. 
He can also score important goals for 
the team,” the Portuguese said at the 
post-match press conference.

Abahani found the going tough early 
on as Saif looked more threatening, 
especially down the flanks where Faysal 
Ahmed Fahim and Sunday Udoh were 
pretty impressive.

Sunday had a chance to break the 
deadlock when Nasurul Islam’s long-

ball found him in space down the 
right, but the Nigerian teed up the ball 
for Asror Gafurov, who spent too much 
time on the ball as the opportunity 
went begging.

Then on 25 minutes came a moment 
of magic from Colindres, who stepped 
up to take a free-kick from 22 yards out 
after Rakib Hossain was brought down 
by Saif defender Saddam Hossain.

The Costa Rican curled the ball past 
the wall and into the right corner of 
the net, giving no chance to Mitul 
Hossain at Saif’s goal.

Rakib then got on the end of a 
through-ball from Jibon at the stroke 
of half-time but the national team 
winger blasted the ball over the bar 
with plenty of support waiting inside 
the box.

Meraj Hossain tested Abahani 
goalkeeper Mahfuz Hasan Pritom with 
a flick in the 68th minute before Emon 
Mahmud’s stabbed effort was blocked 
by a Saif defender in the 74th minute.

Colindres wrapped up Abahani’s 
victory with another free-kick in the 
82nd minute, this time the Costa Rican 
teeing up Jibon with a floating effort to 
poke at the near post.

Lemos praised Jibon for taking his 
chances as the striker, back after a 
long lay-off, has now two goals in two 
games.

“I know there is criticism about 
Jibon, but I think there is no other No. 
10 in Bangladesh football like him. 
He is a complete No. 10 for me,” the 
Portuguese opined.

Saif coach Diego Cruciani, who 
returned to Bangladesh to take charge 
of Saif after having coached Abahani 14 
years ago, rued the lack of incisiveness 
from his team.

“The final pass was missing. It’s 
football and we have to accept the 
defeat but I’m looking forward to better 
outcomes in coming tournaments,” 
said the Argentine.

Colindres takes 

Abahani to final 
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