
T SPORTS

Independence Cup
Semi-Final
Abahani vs Saif Sporting
Live from 05:15 pm

Pakistan vs West Indies
2nd T20
Live from 07:00 pm
STAR SPORTS 1

HOCKEY

Asian Champions Trophy
Korea vs India
Live from 3:30 pm
STAR SPORTS HD 1

EPL

Brentford vs Manchester 
United
Live from 1:30 am 
(Wednesday)
STAR SPORTS HD 2

EPL
Manchester City vs Leeds 
United
Live from 2:00 am 
(Wednesday)

BCL, Day-3

South Zone vs East Zone, SKS

Central Zone vs North Zone, ZACS

Independence Cup

Semi-Final

Abahani vs Saif Sporting, 

Kamalapur

Bashundhara Kings vs Bangla-

desh Police, Kamalapur

EUROPA LEAGUE

Barcelona 
draw Napoli 
REUTERS

Barcelona will play Napoli 
in the knockout round 
playoff of the second-tier 
Europa League, marking a 
face-off between the former 
clubs of late soccer great 
Diego Maradona.

Barcelona, who crashed 
out of the Champions 
League after finishing third 
in their group, will host 
Napoli in the first leg on 
Feb. 17 before playing away 
a week later.

Barcelona’s fellow 
LaLiga team Sevilla will 
face Croatia’s Dinamo 
Zagreb, while Bundesliga 
club Borussia Dortmund 
will play against Scottish 
champions Rangers after the 
draw took place in Nyon, 
Switzerland on Monday.

RB Leipzig will face 
Real Sociedad, Zenit St 
Petersburg will play Real 
Betis, while Moldovan 
minnows Sheriff Tiraspol 
were drawn against 
Sporting Braga. Italian side 
Atalanta will take on Greek 
club Olympiakos Piraeus 
and Porto will face Lazio.

The winners of the 
eight ties will join the 
eight Europa League group 
winners in the last 16, the 
draw for which will be held 
on Feb. 25.

In the third-tier Europa 
Conference League, 
English Premier League 
club Leicester City will 
face Danish side Randers 
and Scottish club Celtic 
will take on Norwegian 
champions Bodo/Glimt 
in the knockout playoff 
round.

Austrian club Rapid 
Vienna will face either 
England’s Tottenham 
Hotspur or Dutch team 
Vitesse Arnhem, depending 
on which one of the two 
teams advance.

Tottenham’s further 
participation in the 
competition is yet to be 
decided by European soccer 
governing body UEFA 
after their game against 
Stade Rennais was called 
off due to COVID-19 cases 
in the club. UEFA has 
said the game cannot be 
rescheduled.

Rohit ruled 
out of SA 
Test series 
REUTERS

India batsman Rohit 
Sharma has been ruled 
out of the three-Test series 
against South Africa due 
to a hamstring injury and 
will be replaced by Priyank 
Panchal, the country’s 
cricket board (BCCI) said 
on Monday.

Rohit, who replaced 
Virat Kohli as India’s white-
ball skipper last week, 
picked up the injury to his 
left hamstring during a 
training session in Mumbai 
on Sunday.

Panchal, 31, was part 
of the India ‘A’ side that 
played in a three-match 
unofficial Test series in 
South Africa earlier this 
month.

The first Test is 
scheduled to start in 
Pretoria from Dec. 26.

Meanwhile, the home 
team’s wicketkeeper-batter 
Quinton de Kock could 
also miss the second and 
third test matches, with his 
wife expecting the birth of 
their child in early January, 
ESPN Cricinfo website 
reported on Monday.

AGENCIES 

Paris Saint-Germain will play 
Real Madrid while Liverpool 
take on Inter Milan in two 
of the standout ties in the 
last 16 of the Champions 

League after an embarrassed UEFA was 
forced to redo Monday’s draw following a 
“technical problem”.

PSG had initially been paired together 
with Manchester United but the reworked 
draw sees them play Real while the Old 
Trafford side will face Spanish champions 
Atletico Madrid.

United’s Ronaldo, meanwhile, will 
relish a tie against Atletico having scored 
25 goals against them for Real and 
Juventus.

PSG’s initial draw with United was 
a highly anticipated battle between 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi -- the 
competition’s two top goal scorers.

Instead, Messi will now face a familiar 
opponent in Real Madrid, against whom 
he has scored 26 times in all competitions 
when he was at Barcelona.

UEFA had earlier blamed a “material 
error” due to a “technical problem 
with the software of an external service 
provider” as it announced that the draw 
for the first knockout round of its flagship 
competition would have to be redone.

With the draw being streamed live 
from UEFA’s headquarters in Nyon, 
Switzerland, the problem was made 
evident when Manchester United’s name 
was drawn to face Villarreal, despite the 
fact the two clubs could not have played 
one another having been in the same 
group.

“Following a technical problem with 
the software of an external service provider 
that instructs the officials as to which 
teams are eligible to play each other, a 
material error occurred in the draw for the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16,” a 

chastened UEFA announced.
“As a result of this, the draw has been 

declared void and will be entirely redone,” 
it added.

“This is unbelievable,” tweeted 
Michael Owen, the former Real Madrid 
and England striker who now works as a 
pundit, after the mishap.

Record 13-time European champions 
Real are unlikely to be happy with the 
new draw as they had initially been paired 
with Benfica in the very first tie before 
the problems occurred -- a clash with the 
PSG of Lionel Messi, Neymar and Kylian 

Mbappe is, on paper, a far tougher tie.
Liverpool face a similar situation. 

Having initially been drawn against 
knockout-phase debutants Red Bull 
Salzburg of Austria, they now face three-
time former winners Inter, the Serie A 
champions and current Italian league 
leaders.

Salzburg instead got Bayern Munich, 
while Manchester City take on Sporting 
Lisbon and Benfica will play Ajax.

Villarreal face Juventus, while the one 
tie in the original, botched draw that was 
repeated later sees reigning champions 
Chelsea face French title-holders Lille.

PSG face Real after 
UCL draw fiasco

LAST 16 DRAW

Red Bull Salzburg (AUT) v Bayern Munich (GER)

Sporting Lisbon (POR) v Manchester City (ENG)

Benfica (POR) v Ajax (NED)

Chelsea (ENG) v Lille (FRA)

Atletico Madrid (ESP) v Manchester United (ENG)

Villarreal (ESP) v Juventus (ITA)

Inter Milan (ITA) v Liverpool (ENG)

Paris Saint-Germain v Real Madrid (ESP)

**First legs to be played on February 15-16 and 

February 22-23 and second legs on March 8-9 and 

March 15-16.

‘Real have to keep going’
MADRID

Real Madrid strengthened their 
already-commanding position 
in the title race on Sunday by 
defeating Atletico Madrid 2-0 
to move 13 points clear of the 

defending champions in La Liga. Atletico 
have a game in hand over their rivals 
but the advantage is considerable and 
perhaps even insurmountable, even in 
December.

Barcelona are now 18 points adrift 
and arguably an irrelevance at the top 
after they were earlier held to a 2-2 draw 
away at Osasuna. Sevilla, who last won 
the Spanish title in 1946, are the closest 
challengers, eight points back, and 
having played a game fewer.

“We are favourites today, of course, 
you can say that,” said Carlo Ancelotti. 
“But if you relax it can cost you dearly. 
We have to keep going, to get closer to 

winning it as soon as possible.”
Madrid, though, were ominously 

superior in a derby that had its occasional 
bad-tempered moments but was 
largely neutralised by the home side’s 
dominance at the Santiago Bernabeu.

“The title race is still alive,” insisted 
Diego Simeone. “There are a load of 
matches left. Madrid have a lot of points, 
it’s true, but La Liga is complicated.”

Karim Benzema was passed fit enough 
to start and then, worryingly for Madrid 
went off again at half-time, but not 
before volleying them into the lead. 
Marco Asensio doubled the advantage in 
the second half.

There was never any sign of an Atletico 
comeback, with the home fans confident 
enough to cheer their team’s every 
pass in the 70th minute while some of 
Madrid’s defending late on was done at 
walking pace.

Vinicius Junior was instrumental again during Real Madrid’s 2-0 win over Atletico 

Madrid, providing the assists for both goals but it was Luka Modric who ran the 

game, with the Croatian at his majestic, mesmerising best. At one point the home 

crowd even gave Modric a spontaneous standing ovation. “It’s an incredible feeling 

when you hear the Bernabeu singing your name,” said Modric. PHOTO: TWITTER

Mbappe hits 100 for PSG 
AGENCIES 

Kylian Mbappe reached a 
century of Ligue 1 goals for 
Paris Saint-Germain with a 
brace in Sunday’s 2-0 win 
over his old club Monaco 

at the Parc des Princes.
Mbappe opened the scoring with 

an early penalty and then grabbed 
a second just before half-time after 
being set up by Lionel Messi to get his 
100th goal in France’s top flight since 
moving to PSG in 2017.

The France striker, who also scored 
16 league goals for Monaco at the 
beginning of his career, does not turn 
23 until later this month.

“Maybe it was not brilliant but 
we killed it in the first half,” said 
Mbappe, who scored his ninth and 
10th goals in 10 appearances against 
his former club.

“I can’t get sentimental. I love 
playing football and I love scoring 

goals.”
The victory allowed PSG to extend 

their lead at the top of Ligue 1 to 13 
points from Marseille, who won 2-0 
at Strasbourg earlier on Sunday and 
have a game in hand.

Mauricio Pochettino’s side 
ultimately eased to victory in a 

subdued atmosphere at the Parc des 
Princes, with one end of the stadium 
closed as a punishment after the 
club’s ultras let off flares en masse 
during a recent game.

“It was a professional performance 
and we deserved to win. Kylian 
was extraordinary once again,” 
Pochettino, who has been criticised 
for his team’s performances this 
season, told broadcaster Amazon 
Prime.

“We are very pleased with our 
results, but we can improve our 
performances,” he admitted later.

Messi came agonisingly close 
after the break with a shot across the 
goalkeeper that grazed the far post.

The seven-time Ballon d’Or winner 
has five goals in five Champions 
League appearances for PSG but just 
one in 10 games in Ligue 1. This 
game confirmed that Mbappe is the 
main man for PSG, rather than the 
Argentinian.


