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Says health minister, two cricketers doing well

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health Minister Zahid Maleque
yesterday said that there was no reason
to be worried about the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus as there was
no evident transmission from the two
infected cricketers in the country.

“Both the players are doing well.
There is no reason to worry about
the Omicron variant,” he said while
addressing an event at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday.

The hospital authorities organised
the event marking the inauguration
of a newly installed oxygen plant
that was donated by India. Indian
High Commissioner Vikram Kumar
Doraiswami was also present there.

On Saturday, the health minister said
two players of Bangladesh women'’s
national cricket team, who tested
positive for Covid-19 last week, were
infected with the Omicron variant.

He also urged citizens to take
Covid-19 vaccines as soon as possible
if not received already.

Praising the Indian government for
installing the oxygen plant at DMCH,
the minister said, “India extended
its helping hand during the 1971
war. Both countries will continue
cooperation in future.”

Speaking at the event, Vikram
Kumar Doraiswami said, “India will
stand with Bangladesh as a friendly
country. India and Bangladesh are like
a family.”

The oxygen plant that India helped
set up at DMCH can produce 960 litres
of oxygen per minute, Brig Gen Md
Nazmul Haque, director of DMCH.

Prof Abul Bashar Mohammad
Khurshid Alam, director general
of health services, said, “We have
collected 30 oxygen plants like this
one and we will get 40 more soon.”

Meanwhile, the DGHS reported six
deaths due to Covid-19 and 329 new
cases in the past 24 hours till 8:00am
yesterday.

With this, the total number of
casualties due to Covdi-19 reached
28,028.

An equality in
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researcher gets the same fund as
a junior teacher for a completely
different research project,” said a
teacher of journalism and media
studies department, preferring not to
be named.

“It may even happen that a lecturer
has a very good research proposal and
is capable of doing better work... so,
the fund should be fixed on the basis
of research proposal and topic,” said
the teacher.

Prof Sheikh Tawhidul Islam, director
of JU Institute of Remote Sensing and
GIS, told this correspondent, “You can
never disburse an average amount of
fund among all teachers. It's totally
contradictory to the values of research
work as all research fields are not equal.

“It is happening because we don't
understand the importance of research.
Such a practice can in no way fulfil the
purpose of research which is to create
new knowledge or enhance someone’s
expertise on a subject through
development of scientific theories,
concepts and ideas and spreading the
knowledge among students,” he said.

As her attention was drawn to the
JU's fund release, University Grants
Commission (UGC) member Prof
Dil Afroza Begum said, “There is no
scope for giving funds for research this
way. There has to be competition and
funds should be given on the basis of a
proposal’s merit.”

She, however, said the UGC was not
aware about the fund disbursement
system in JU. “We will ask the VC
about the issue and take necessary
steps accordingly, if needed.”

Meanwhile, several teachers said the
fund handed to teachers was insufficient
in many cases. They demanded a hike in
the fund allocation for research.

“The university should realise
where it should put the money,” said
a teacher.

FUND DISBURSEMENT

Prof Dr AA Mamun of physics
department is one of the leading
scientists in the country with 417
publications run by prominent
research journals across the globe, and
15,000 citations.

He got Tk 75,785 for research work
in the fiscal 2020-21.

Each of the 17 other teachers of the
department, including four lecturers,
received the equal amount after
applying for the fund that year, show
university documents.

Interestingly, the JU authorities
released the same fund for teachers
of science and arts faculties, although
their fields of research are completely
different.

Last year, 380 teachers got the fund
-- totalling Tk 2.87 crore - from the
university budget.

In the current fiscal year, the number
of teachers nominated for the funds is
381. This time, each recipient will get
Tk 1.1 lakh as the university syndicate
set aside around Tk 4 crore for this
purpose in June.

The university received an annual
budget of Tk 266.24 crore this year,
show documents. Most of the money
comes from the UGC while the rest
from JU’s own fund.

The situation was slightly different
in the fiscal 2019-20. The fund varied
from faculty to faculty.

For example, a teacher from the
social science faculty got Tk 89,987
while those in the biological faculty
were handed Tk 81,928 each.

Tk 86,696 was handed to a teacher
from the business faculty.

The year before, the fund was equal
for all teachers, irrespective of their
faculties and positions.

There are six faculties and four
institutes in the university, established
in 1970.

According to several teachers,
the authorities hardly keep track
of whether the research papers are
published in the international peer
reviewed journals and that most papers
end up in the journals of the respective
department or journal.

An associate professor, preferring

dquestion

anonymity, said, “Whenever the
university announces the budget every
year, all eyes are fixed on the research
fund allocation. The teachers expect a
rise in the amount every year.”
‘COMMITTEE NAME ONLY’

Headed by the vice chancellor, a
committee named ‘Research Fund
Allotment Committee’ is responsible
for the entire process -- starting from
evaluating the research proposals to
selecting the candidates and disbursing
the money.

All faculty deans are the members of
the committee.

The process starts with the university
authorities posting a notice, asking
teachers to submit research proposals,
said Prof Mozammel Haque, dean of
arts and humanities faculty and one of
the members of the committee.

After getting the notice, teachers
prepare their proposals and submit
them to the registrar office via their
respective chairmen and relevant
faculty’s deans.

Once approved, respective faculties
organise seminars where teachers place
their papers along with presentations.
Then they submit their papers to the
university and the authorities distribute
the money.

A teacher of the social sciences
faculty said, “It's a committee in name
only. Because whoever submits a
proposal, the committee accepts it.”

Asked about the process, Prof
Mozammel said, “Now we don’t do any
evaluation after getting the proposals.
A seminar is held at every faculty prior
to the submission.”

He could not provide any
documentation on rejection of any
project proposal.

Prof Mozammel said the university
authorities used to distribute the
research funds under three categories
-- A, B, and C -- several years ago.

But then came the question of
“fairness” in the process as some
teachers with low-quality research
proposals would get them granted
under ‘A’ category by using political
influence, making the researchers with
quality work feel humiliated, he said.

“But as the university authorities
started distributing equal funds, the
teachers are happy now,” he claimed.

Experts think this should not be the
practice.

“This process is unfair. It does not
ensure fairness,” said Prof Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan of Dhaka
University’s International Relations
department.

“Because this fund is intended
to inspire researchers, it should be
distributed in accordance with their
research abilities,” he said, referring to
the existing practice in JU as the “failure
of the wuniversity's administrative
leadership” to ensure the coordination
of the disbursement system.

Dhaka University authorities usually
disburse research funds amongteachers
on the basis of research proposals
and evaluation by a committee. The
funds are given under two categories:
professors and associate professors
in the first category while the second
one for the assistant professors and
lecturers, said Prof Tanzimuddin.

A top offical of Jahangirnagar
University, on condition of anonymity,
said it would be difficult for the JU top
authorities to change the allocation
system as doing so would make many
teachers unhappy.

“The top officials like deans, senate
and syndicate members are elected
from the votes of the teachers. Making
any harsh decision will put an impact
on the vote bank.

“Therefore, as long as the election
system exists, the top officials will not
modify this system. Ultimately, no
one wants to become unpopular,” the
official said.

Asked, JU VC Prof Farzana Islam
said, “We will look into the matter
soon.”

“There  should be  healthy
competition among teachers in terms
of research,” she said without going
into the details.
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Ignoring the risks of a crash, a family is about to walk across Postogola flyover on Dhaka-Mawa highway. Walking
on the flyover is prohibited. Violation of traffic rules by motorists and jaywalking are all too common in the country.

Roll-out on Victory Day next year
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6 or MRT Line 6, the elevated rail line
is being constructed between Uttara
Sector-3 and Motijheel at the cost of
around Tk 22,000 crore.

Once completed, it will be able to
transport 60,000 people per hour and
would reduce travel time from Uttara
to Motijheel from about two hours to
only 40 minutes.

A total of 24 trains would be
operating on the route when it would
be fully functional.

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

MAN Siddique said the construction
of a viaduct up to Doyel Chattar in
Dhaka University would be finished
within this month and the entire
20.10km viaduct would be complete
within January next year.

He said eight trains have already
reached Bangladesh, of which seven
are in the depot, while one will arrive
at the depot from Mongla today. Two
more trains will reach by January.

He added they are conducting
different performance tests on the all
the trains that reached the depot so
far. After the tests, they would carry
out integrity and trial runs without
passengers.

“We will complete all tests by
September next year and take three
months for other preparations to
start commercial operations from
December 16.”

The first phase -- Uttra-Agargaon
section -- is 11.73km long and has
nine stations.

ABM  Atifur

Rahman, project

manager (package-8) of DMTCL, said
the train that was operated between
Uttara and Agargaon yesterday was the
second train to have reached the depot
and was operated by an operator from
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation.

The overall progress of the fast-track
project was 73 percent till November
this year.

The first phase saw 89.88 percent
progress and the second phase --
from Agargaon to Motijheel - 71.82
percent.

The installation of tracks and other
equipment, and procurement of cars
saw 68.80 percent progress, according
to the project’s monthly report.

The authorities have already started
working to extend the line up to the
Kamalapur Railway Station.

TeleTalk launches 5G service
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is introducing the service on an
experimental basis in six areas in the
country -- the Prime Minister’s Office,
Parliament, Secretariat, Bangabandhu
Museum on Dhanmondi 32,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's birth place in Gopalganj's
Tungipara, and the National Martyrs'
Memorial in Savar.

The network will be rolled out at
the district level gradually and Teletalk
has a plan to deploy 200 5g sites by
next year.

Sajeeb Ahmed Wazed, the prime
minister's ICT  affairs  adviser,
inaugurated the 5G service virtually as
chief guest.

Mustafa Jabbar, minister for posts
and telecommunications, was present
as the special guest of the programme,
which was chaired by lawmaker
AKM Rahamatullah, chairman of the
parliamentary standing committee on
the telecom ministry.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also
gave video message at the programme.

However, private operators,
including Grameenphone and
Banglalink, are expected to roll out
the 5G network next year after the
auction for spectrum in March.

Through 5G connectivity,
Bangladesh joins more than 60 other
countries that availed the technology.

It promises to provide data speed
at least 20 times faster than 4G and
underpins the great advances of the
next era, from self-driving cars and
augmented reality to smart cities and
artificial intelligence, according to
Reuters.

The technology is expected to
bring higher-quality streaming and
the ability to livestream to bigger
audiences.

“Today, we are only taking the
first step towards 5G. There is still a
long way to go...,” said Md Shahab
Uddin, managing director of Teletalk

Bangladesh Limited.

For more than 21 years, Huawei has
been playing a responsible role as one
of the family members of Bangladesh'’s
ICT ecosystem, said Zhang Zhengjun,
chief executive officer of Huawei
Bangladesh.

“We have always been there to
support our customers’ needs with
the key vision of building a fully
connected, intelligent Bangladesh.
Huawei Bangladesh 1is extremely
proud to be a part and partner of this
historic moment when Bangladesh is
going to enter the 5G era.”

Huawei has been playing an
instrumental role in deploying 5G
technology around the world, said
Simon Lin, president of the Asia
Pacific region of Huawei.

“Bangladesh, I believe, will also
get benefited from our state-of-the-
art technology for expediting the
adoption of 5G technology.”

People ready to make ours
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Bangladesh would be a developed
country in 2041. The biggest thing
is that our soldiers for building
Bangladesh as a developed country are
ready,” she said.

The PM was addressing the
celebration of Digital Bangladesh
Day-2021 and Digital Bangladesh

Award Distribution Ceremony at the
city's Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre, joining it from the
Gono Bhaban virtually.

A total of 24 individuals, teams and
organisations -- 12 from the national
level and 12 from the district level
-- received the Digital Bangladesh
Award-2021 in recognition of their
outstanding contributions to the
digital sector.

On behalf of the premier, State
Minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed
Palak handed over the awards to the
recipients.

Pointing at the award recipients,
Hasina said she is no longer worried
about the fulfilment of her Vision-2041
of turning Bangladesh into a developed
and prosperous country since many
youths received the awards and now
got the scope to flourish their talents.

“I can say from today I don't have
to worry anymore ... we've already
advanced far in the way to build a
technology and knowledge-based
society. Inshallah, Bangladesh will
move forward,” she said.

The Digital Bangladesh is being

observed with the theme of “Digital
Bangladesh-er Arjan, Upokrito Sokol
Jonogon” (The Achievement of Digital

Bangladesh: Beneficiaries are All
People).
DIGITAL DEVICE EXPORT

The PM said if digital devices can be
produced and exported properly, it
may exceed all other sectors, including
RMG, in earning foreign currency.

Noting that now the garment
export is the biggest source of foreign
currency, she said her government has
a target to promote production and
export of digital devices and create the
scope for the meritorious students to
flourish their talents in this sector.

“I think if we can produce and
export these digital devices, it'll surpass
all sectors,” she said, adding that the
government has a target to increase
the export earnings to $5 billion in the
digital device sector by 2025.

Talking about the Awami League’s
electoral pledge to build Digital
Bangladesh, Hasina said they had a
goal to create jobs so that the youth,
staying home, can flourish their
talents, become solvent and develop
them as well as simultaneously take
Bangladesh forward.

“Soldiers are being created to
take the country forward,” she said,
extending her sincere thanks to her ICT
Affairs Adviser Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Palak
and all other concerned in this regard.

Hasina said the services that her

government wanted to provide the
people with the help of technology are
rendered in Bangladesh. “It has been
possible to reach this service from our
city corporations to the very grassroots
level of a village,” she said.

The PM said her government reduced
the price of internet bandwidth to less
than Tk 400, which was Tk 78,000
during the BNP government. “We're
going to introduce 5G,” she said.

Mentioning that some 18.13 crore
mobile SIM are used in Bangladesh
alongside 13 crore internet users,

Hasina said internet services are
available in almost every house.
At the function, the PM also

unveiled the cover of a book titled
“Prodhanmontri ~ Sheikh ~ Hasinar
Netritte Digital Bangladesh-er Swapna
Purun” (Fulfilment of Dream of Digital
Bangladesh under the leadership of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina), which
is featured with achievements and
successes in the country’s digital sector.

Hasina also virtually inaugurated
some projects, including Freedom
Fighter Lieutenant Sheikh Jamal
Software Technology Park, Chattogram;
Bangabandhu Smriti Ongan and IT
Business Centre; Bangabandhu Hi-
Tech Park, Sylhet; Sheikh Kamal IT
Incubation and Training Centre, Kuet,
Khulna; and High-Speed Internet
Broadband Connectivity in 2,600
union parishads under the Info Sarkar
Scheme (Phase-III).

Rab works in line
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Replying to a query about the
international community’s criticism,
the Rab chief said, “When we work,
our activities are investigated by
the executive magistrate through
the judicial system. The police
also investigate it. But we do not
investigate. If any necessity arises
after investigation, then a case is

registered.”

The case is investigated later,
he said adding that in the judicial
system, investigation of the case
goes to the court and a verification is
conducted.

“Our activities are accepted after all
the decisions come in,” he said.

“Besides, we have independent
media, we have civil society. Every

issue is thoroughly scrutinised from all
angles. There is no chance of violating
human rights here. Everything is being
organised in the light of law and
order,” he said.

The executive order 13818 to which
Rab has been subjected to by the US
is titled “Blocking the Property of
Persons Involved in Serious Human
Rights Abuse or Corruption”.
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No extrajudicial
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judicial ~administration  training
course for district and sessions judges
and metropolitan sessions judges in
Dhaka.

Judicial Administration Training
Institute ~ (JATI) organised the
programme at its auditorium with its
Director General Justice Bazmun Ara
Sultana in the chair. Law Secretary
Md Golam Sarwar also spoke to the
occasion.

Replying to another query, Anisul
Hugq told reporters that there was no
extrajudicial killing in Bangladesh.

About the application for allowing
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia to go
abroad for treatment, Anisul Huq
said, “Wait and see”.

Replying to another question, the
law minister said a new chief justice
will be appointed when it will be
necessary. “1 don't know who will be
the next chief justice,” he said.

Current Chief Justice Syed Mahmud
Hossain will retire on December 31.

Although the minister said there
were no extrajudicial killings, rights
bodies have long been alleging that the
law enforcers are killing people extra-
judicially in the name of “shootout”,
“crossfire” and “gunfight”.

At least 1,125 persons were killed
in so-called “shootouts” involving
police, Rab and other forces in the
last five years till November this year,
according to Ain o Salish Kendra, a
rights body that counted the figure
based on media reports.

JATI Director General Justice
Bazmun Ara Sultana was in the chair
in the programme where Law Secretary
Md Golam Sarwar also spoke.

Earlier in the day, Law Minister
Anisul Huq told the meeting that
the district judges are in the leading
position of subordinate judiciary and
therefore, they must set an example of
ensuring justice for the people.

He appreciated the judges for their
judicial performance through the
virtual system during the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic saying that 3.23
lakh cases have been disposed of
during this period.

It'll encourage
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concerned investigate and take action
whenever there is an allegation against
a Rab employee, he told reporters at
his office.

Rab is working professionally to
fight militancy and the decision by
the US will encourage militancy and
terrorism in Bangladesh, he said.

“The United States is talking about
human rights today. We request them
to review the human rights situation
in their country,” Quader said.

Three in 4 homes
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As coping strategies, 20 percent of the
households had to cut down food
and other expenses and borrowed
money. Moreover, 10.5 percent of
the households had to sell assets
besides cutting down on expenses and
borrowing money, she added.

The conference on “Bangladesh
Emerging from the Pandemic: Coping
Experiences and Policy Choices”, is
being organised by Citizen's Platform
for SDGs, Bangladesh, with support
from the CPD.

The presentation by Afra was based
on two working papers of Citizen's
Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh. Data
for the survey was collected in February
and April this year.

Accordingto the papers, the expected
recovery from financial hardship could
take as many as 18 months and the
families may be able to repay the loans
in about 3.5 years.

Marginalised households cutting
down on food-related expenses may
negatively affect hunger and nutrition
status, it adds.

Moreover, a large number of
marginalised households are likely to
lose their savings and fall into a debt
trap.

Disseminating  essential  food
commodities via the government’s
Open Market Sales programme

should continue, especially in the
neighbourhoods of the marginalised
communities.

According to another CPD
presentation, many “new poor” were
excluded from the government’s cash
support of Tk 2,500 each to 5 million
households, and gratuitous relief that
included food (rice) assistance and
another cash support.

These people are referred to as
the new poor because they lost
their earnings, jobs, and livelihood
opportunities during the pandemic.

Iftekharuzzaman, executive
director of Transparency International
Bangladesh, said a TIB study found
marginalised groups were already
being deprived of government services.
But their deprivation worsens during
the pandemic.

He also said the government's
social safety net programmes or other
development initiatives are seen as a
way to make wealth for a section of
politically opportunist groups.

Manusher Jonno  Foundation
Executive Director Shaheen Anam said
the pandemic left a large number of
new poor and caused those who were
already poor and marginalised to suffer

immensely.
The country’s development
practitioners came forward and

boosted their support, she said.
Shushashoner  Jonno  Nagorik

Secretary Badiul Alam Majumdar,

among others, addressed the session.



