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In blatant disregard for his own safety, a man lies on iron 

frames that is hanging on the back of a mini truck on DIT Road 

in the capital’s Rampura area. The photo was taken recently. 
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PRAYER TIMING DECEMBER 12

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of Bangladeshi 
students became the global 
finalist in the NASA Space 
Apps Challenge.

The annual global 
contest held by NASA 
features ground-breaking 
concepts for space 
exploration created by 
aspiring space engineers.

Bangladesh’s team 
Mohakash won in the 
category of the Best 

NASA CHALLENGE

Bangladeshi 
students win 
best mission 
concept

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6
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SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN 

SOVIET DELEGATES 

DISCUSS 

BANGLADESH WITH 

INDIRA GANDHI

Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vasily V 
Kuznetsov held talks on Bangladesh 
with Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi today in New Delhi.

An Indian government spokesman 
said that discussions in New Delhi 
and in Moscow—where an Indian 
representative, DP Dhar, arrived 
yesterday—would deal with the 
question of Soviet recognition of 

Bangladesh.
Diplomatic sources, 

according to The New 
York Times, believed 
that the Russians 
would try to persuade 
Indira Gandhi to 
accept a halt to the 
fighting once the 

battle in Bangladesh was won and not 
to try to push ahead in West Pakistan.

DP Dhar had preliminary low-level 
talks today with Soviet officials. 
ON THE WAR FRONT

Mitro Bahini were advancing on Dhaka 
from three directions. “The war has at 
last come to Dhaka,” a Voice of America 

ROAD TO FREEDOM
THIS DAY IN BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR HISTORY

India, Russia discuss Bangladesh war

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

A grocer and his younger 
brother were killed by rivals 
over a feud on a piece of 
mosque land at Nayapara 
village in Char Sirta union 
of Mymensingh sadar 
upazila on Friday and early 
today.

The victims were 
identified as Rafiqul 
Islam, 35, and his brother 
Shafiqul Islam, 30, sons 
of Akbor Ali of Nayapara 
village.

There had been a 
longstanding feud between 
the two local groups 
allegedly led by Hobi 
Bepari and Abdul Mazid 
of the same locality over 
possession of mosque 
land, said Md Faruq 
Hossain, the officer-in-
charge (investigation) of 
Kotwali Police Station, 

Two siblings 
murdered 
by rivals in 
Mymensingh
Youth beaten to 

death in arbitration

SEE PAGE 9 COL 2

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Bangladesh Railway has 
sought Russian funds in 
five projects that include 
Dhaka-Chattogram high-
speed rail line project and 
the Bhanga-Payra rail line 
project.

According to sources, 
the authorities estimated a 
cost of $18,807.36 million 
(Tk 160,000 crore) for 
the five projects. Of this, 
the railway wants to get 
$12,635.72 (Tk 107,355) as 
support. 

BR proposals would 
be discussed at the third 

BR seeks 
funds from 
Russia for 5 
projects
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