@he Baily Star | 13

DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 2021, AGRAHAYAN 27, 1428 BS

INTERNATIONAL

Myanmar man . Y
pleads guilty in i 1S e £a ;

plot to attack i _ . - Trump ‘attacked’ Netanyahu
N . - ! -~y for congratulating Biden
UN envoy r : X ' g e Former US president Donald Trump spat an

expletive about his old ally, Israel’s ex-
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu, for
congratulating Joe Biden on his victory in
last year’s election, according to a new book.
Trump lashed out in an interview for a book
on US-Israel relations during his presidency,
author Barak Ravid wrote on the Axios website
on Friday. “I haven't spoken to him since,”
Trump told Ravid in an interview. “Fuck him.”
Ravid said that he interviewed Trump twice
for his forthcoming book, “Trump’s Peace: The
Abraham Accords and the Reshaping of the
Middle East.” He said Trump, who appeared
close to Netanyahu while president from 2017
t0 2021, was repeatedly critical of him in the
interviews.

AFP, New York 5 P ‘.

A citizen of Myanmar on
Friday pleaded guilty in
a plot to attack or kill the
country’s pro-democracy
UN ambassador, who has
refused junta orders to quit,
US officials said.
In August, Ye Hein
Zaw, a resident of New
York in his early twenties,
conspired with two others
to force Ambassador Kyaw
Moe Tun to resign or, if
he refused, to kill him,
according to prosecutors.
Zaw agreed to pay
$5,000 for the attack,
which was foiled by US
investigators.
Zaw admitted in court
that he “participated in
a plot to injure or kill
Myanmar’s ambassador
to the United Nations
in a planned attack that
was to take place on
American soil,” US Attorney
Damian Williams said in a
statement. Zaw is due to be
sentenced in May. He faces "
up to five years in prison.
It remained unclear » ]
what, if any, connection .' 2
the suspect had with the L 3
military junta, which on —
February 1 overthrew the
elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Palestinians in West Bank
villages hold municipal polls

Palestinians in villages of the Israeli-occupied
West Bank voted in municipal polls yesterday,
amid a boycott by the main opposition Hamas,
the Islamist rulers of Gaza, in protest at the
indefinite postponement of a general election.
No legislative or presidential election has
been held in the Palestinian territories for 15
years, while the last municipal vote -- also
boycotted by Hamas -- took place in 2017. Of
the 367 villages in the West Bank, 60 had no
candidates standing and another 162 had a
single list, leaving only 154 villages actually
voting yesterday. Polling stations are open until
7:00 pm, with some 405,000 people eligible
Py e . to vote, according to the elections committee.
- 7 1 ¥ e , $ The municipal vote - the first of two stages,
with cities and towns due to vote in March 2022
--is widely considered as inconsequential, with
most candidates running as independents and
Hamas not taking part.

Indian farmers cheer as they leave the protest site at the Delhi-Haryana state border in Singhu yesterday, as farmers headed home from the Delhi outskirts

following a year-long protest against the government’s agriculture policies. PHOTO: AFP

NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH WESTERN POWERS

: Donors approve release
Iran stays firm amid pressure

of $280m for Afghanistan

REUTERS AFP, Washington

Under the original deal that
then-President Donald Trump

abandoned in 2018, Iran limited

World powers and Iran have been
locked in talks on reviving their
nuclear deal, with a European source

International donors agreed to release $280 million in aid to Afghanistan,
the World Bank said Friday, after repeated warnings that more than half

-

saying they were working from texts
discussed five months ago and Iranian
officials saying they were sticking to a
tough stance from last week.

The talks resumed on Thursday with
the United States and Israel - which is
not a party to the 2015 deal - piling
rhetorical pressure on Tehran about
the possible economic or military
consequences if diplomacy fails.

Iran’s top negotiator, Ali Bagheri
Kani, on Friday said Tehran was
standing firm on the position it laid
out last week, when the talks broke
off with European and US officials
accusing Iran of making new demands
and of reneging on compromises
worked out earlier this year.

Asked whether new draft proposals
that Tran had put forward last week
were being discussed, Bagheri Kani
told Reuters: “Yes, the drafts we

proposed last week are being discussed
now in meetings with other parties.”

Bagheri said last week that “all the
issues that had been drafted during
the previous negotiations until June
can be negotiated”.

“Iran backs result-oriented talks
and we are determined to reach a deal
that guarantees our nation'’s interests,”
Bagheri told reporters in Vienna.

A European source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, appeared
to suggest that Iran had agreed to
continue talks from where they left
off in June. This would be put to the
test in the next couple of days, the
source said, but made no mention of
Iran’s new proposals. Iranian officials

its nuclear programme in return for
relief from US, European Union and
UN sanctions. The West fears the
programme would be used to develop
weapons, something Tehran denies.

The indirect US-Iranian talks, in
which diplomats from France, Britain,
Germany, Russia and China shuttle
between them because Tehran refuses
direct contact with Washington,
aim to get both sides to resume full
compliance with the accord.

A year after Trump's reimposition
of sanctions on Iran, Tehran began to
gradually violate nuclear limits of the
agreement. Iran wants all sanctions to
be lifted.

A senior EU official said on Friday
the talks are moving forward and that
various big matters were still open for a
deal on a final text.

The talks resumed last week after a
five-month hiatus.

the population face “acute” food shortages this winter.

The fund from the Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF) will
go “to provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan at

this critical time,” the World Bank said in a statement.

The funds will go to UNICEF and the World Food Programme, who
“have presence and logistics capacity on the ground in Afghanistan and
will use these funds to cover financing gaps in their existing programs to

deliver health and nutrition services directly to the Afghan people.”

The bank’s management earlier this month offered the proposal to re-

direct the funds intended for rebuilding efforts.

The United Nations has repeatedly warned that Afghanistan is on the

brink of the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Around 22 million Afghans, or more than half the country, will face an
“acute” food shortage in the winter months, forcing millions to choose

between migration and starvation.

That is due to the combined effects of drought caused by global warming,
and an economic crisis aggravated by the international community’s
decision to freeze funding to the aid-dependent nation after the Taliban
takeover in August -- a decision the UN described in a recent report as an
“unprecedented fiscal shock”.

Washington froze about $10 billion of the country’s reserves and the
World Bank and International Monetary Fund halted Afghanistan’s access

to funding.

as director of Unicef

Biden staffer appointed

Catherine Russell, a senior official of US

President Joe Biden’s administration, has been
named head of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (Unicef), a UN spokesperson announced

Friday. Russell, 60, is currently the director

of the White House Office of Presidential

Personnel and assistant to the president.

Appointed by UN Secretary General Antonio

Guterres, Russell will replace fellow American

Henrietta Fore, who resigned in July to care
for her ailing husband. Unicefis a UN agency
headed by a board of directors made up of
36 members who represent the five regional
groups of United Nations member states:
Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean,
Asia-Pacific, Eastern Europe, and Europe. It

advocates for children in 190 countries and

$22.8 billion for 2018-2021.
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territories with an overall estimated budget of
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