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Shakil’s 5th 
death anniv 
observed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

The fifth 
death 
anniversary 
of 
Mahbubul 
Hoque 
Shakil, 
former 
special assistant to Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
was observed yesterday.

He died of cardiac arrest 
in Dhaka on December 6, 
2016. He was 47. 

On the occasion, family 
members distributed food 
among orphans. 

District AL leaders placed 
floral wreaths at Shakil’s 
grave at Mymensingh city’s 
Bhatikeshor graveyard and 
offered prayers, seeking 
salvation of his departed 
soul. It also organised 
a meeting at the city 
corporation’s auditorium 
in the afternoon. 

Shakil’s father advocate 
Johirul Hoque Khoka, also 
president of district AL, was 
present at the event. 

Born on December 20, 
1968, Shakil was a popular 
face among youths and in 
student politics. He was 
a forefront leader of the 
anti-autocracy students’ 
movement in the 1980s. 

Shakil had a great liking 
for both poetry and  prose 
writings. He was published 
thrice as a poet. He also 
wrote a book of short stories. Unusual rain, usual
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yesterday, meteorologist Arif Hossain told The Daily Star. 
“Slight to moderate rainfall may occur in parts of Sylhet 

and Chattogram region tomorrow [today]. Other areas will 
not observe rain,” he predicted.

The country faces rainfall in December only when 
cyclones form in the Bay of Bengal.

Bazlur Rashid, another meteorologist, said all 
regions of the country, especially Dhaka, will become 
dry from Wednesday, and chances of rainfall today is 
also low.

Meanwhile, many of the city’s roads and streets were 
waterlogged, which again exposed the poor drainage 
system.

Roads, lanes and bi-lanes at Farmgate, Green Road, East 
Rajabazar, Tejturi Bazar, Kazipara, different parts of Old 
Dhaka and some low-lying areas were inundated.

“I had to walk several kilometres on foot from Mirpur 
Section-2 to Farmgate, as I didn’t find any form of public 
transport, including rickshaws,” said a private-job holder 
at Farmgate.

Mohammad Shaheen, a resident of Shewrapara, said he 
had to suffer a lot while going to his son’s school. “We had 
to walk around 30 minutes on foot, as we couldn’t find 
a rickshaw even after waiting for about 20 minutes,” said 
Shaheen.

Mohammad Yasin, a resident of Green Road, said 
majority of the area went under ankle-to-knee deep water.

M O R E
Katakhali mayor put on 3-day remand
STAR REPORT

A metropolitan magistrate court in Rajshahi yesterday 
placed Katakhali municipality mayor Abbas Ali on a three-
day remand in a case filed under DSA. 

Judge Shankar Kumar of Metropolitan Magistrate 
Court-2 passed the order after police produced him in 
court. A total of three cases were filed against Abbas for 
making derogatory remarks about Bangabandhu’s mural, 
a leaked recording of which has been circulating on social 
media since November 21.

Students of 55 schools get graphic novel 
‘Mujib’ in Sylhet
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Students of 55 schools in Sylhet received 2,200 copies of 
the graphic novel “Mujib” yesterday, marking the birth 
centenary of Bangabandhu and the golden jubilee of 
Bangladesh’s independence. 

It was part of a campaign to distribute 20,000 copies of 
the book to 500 schools across the country. Bishwo Shahitto 
Kendro distributed the books with support from bKash. 

World Vision Bangladesh launches SBCC 
materials to prevent child marriage
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Vision Bangladesh yesterday launched 10 new 
Social and Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) 
materials targeting 10 specific audience groups to prevent 
child marriage.

The materials -- including wheels, photo frames, hand-
fans, Hijri calendars, teacher’s notebooks, guidebooks, 
smartphone booklets and and certificates for the law enforcers 
-- target parents, teachers, adolescents, youth, religious 
leaders, police and local government representatives. 

Against the odds of the adverse weather caused by cyclone “Jawad”, a man takes his small boat, out on the currents 

of Kirtankhola to collect plastic scraps. When it comes to earning a living for the commoners living near the bank of 

the river, even the looming threat of a cyclone cannot prove to be an obstacle. The photo was taken yesterday. 
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‘Moshiur Gang’ 
leader held 
with arms
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rab-7 yesterday claimed 
to have arrested leader 
of notorious “Moshiur 
Bahini” Kazi Moshiur 
Rahaman in Salimpur area 
of Chattogram’s Sitakunda.

Moshiur (60), who is 
an accused in 27 cases, 
including murder, rape, 
extortion and land 
grabbing, was arrested with 
5 firearms, one magazine 
and 13 rounds of bullets, 
said Rab media officer 
Flight Lieutenant Niaz 
Morshed Chapal of Rab-7.

He was handed over to 
Sitakunda Police Station.

Abdul Hai 
Sarker new 
IUB trustee 
board chair
CITY DESK

Prominent 
industrialist 
Abdul Hai 
Saker was 
elected the 
new trustee 
board 
chair of 
Independent University, 
Bangladesh (IUB) 
yesterday. 

He replaces A Matin 
Chowdhury and will 
remain in this role for a 
two-year term, said a press 
release.

Born in Sirajganj in 
1946, Sarker is involved 
with various philanthropic 
activities.

He started his career 
in international trade 
and went on to establish 
Purbani Group, one of 
the oldest and largest 
textile conglomerates in 
Bangladesh. He is also 
the founder and current 
chairperson of Dhaka Bank 
Limited. 

City

Golapganj
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there was a trend 
of winning of party 
nominated candidates.”

Aminul also said, “I have 
completed development 
work of Tk 100 crore in the 
municipality during my 
tenure. The prime minister 
is trying to develop the 
country with all her heart. 
But it is impossible for a 
good person to do all the 
work, while there’s huge 
corruption in the country.”

“I meet the secretaries, 
LGRD minister for funds 
and there you must leave 
a percent. For Tk 100 crore 
funds, you must give 5 
percent, that’s the reality 
now.”

This correspondent 
could not contact the 
mayor for his comments, 
as he did not receive phone 
calls.

Bangladesh’s liberation
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brutality and oppression,” he continued.
He said it is an example seldom seen in history that 

nearly seven million refugees went home within six weeks 
of liberation. “Indeed, it is also an example seldom seen  
anywhere in the world that Indian forces supporting 
the Mukti Bahini were withdrawn within less than three 
months of liberation.” 

“Today, our countries are the closest partners in 
the political, diplomatic, commercial, economic, 
developmental, cultural, security, and even people-to-
people fronts. We must now ensure that future generations 
understand this history.” 

“It is the youth of today who will make this partnership 
irreversible,” he added.
‘VISA FREE TRAVEL BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES’

Meanwhile, the foreign minister at another programme 
yesterday said the visa system between Bangladesh and 
India should be lifted for citizens of both countries.

“There shouldn’t be any obstruction in movement...,” he 
said, addressing a webinar organised by Ekattorer Ghatak 
Dalal Nirmul Committee, marking 50 years of Bangladesh-
India diplomatic relations.

During Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Bangladesh in March this year, both countries decided to 
observe December 6 as “Maitri Dibash” (friendship day).

Speaking at the event, Doraiswami said the day not only 
holds historical importance but is also a recognition of 
“friendship between the people of the two countries”.

Gateman held, bus driver
FROM PAGE 3

wheeler taxi were standing on the road as the train passed 
the crossing. Suddenly, the bus pushed them from behind 
and ran towards the train.


