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House help beaten
FROM PAGE 3

Ramzan Ali and dumped it at the Jhawbon 
there. PBI SP Jahangir said they identified 
the victim with technological support after 
recovering the body.

Parveen, hailing from   Dinajpur, came to 
Dhaka with her husband Mominul Haque 

nearly two years ago. To earn a livelihood, 
her husband started pulling rickshaws while 
she took up the job as a housemaid at the 
couple’s house. Mominul, who filed the 
murder case, told police that Samina used to 
beat his wife regularly and confined her to 
the house. The couple did not allow him to 
see her either, police said quoting Mominul.

Where poachers roam
FROM PAGE 3

this correspondent started taking snaps of 
the birds.

Several poachers as well as locals, 
requesting anonymity, said migratory 
birds are quite popular among villagers, 
and each bird sells between Tk 300 and 
500, depending on size. 

Bird trader Sadek Mia said a huge 
number of birds visiting the haors are 
ensnared every day and sold to locals in 
surrounding areas.

To attract the birds, the poachers tie 
down a live wild bird beside a trap in a 
bush in the haor area and place a digital 
device that continuously plays previously 
recorded audio of migratory birds 
chirping while they wait after nightfall.

By midnight, a good number of the 
birds are trapped and later taken away by 
the poachers, Sadek explained.      

Abdul Karim Kim, general secretary of 
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon’s Sylhet 
chapter, said various species of migratory 
birds or wild birds from different parts 
of the world start arriving at the haor 
around winter.

The number of birds in and around 

Hakaluki Haor has been waning in recent 
times, as an increased number of poachers 
have been using pesticide-soaked paddy 
to poison the birds, while many others 
have been catching them with traps, he 
added.

A joint bird census -- conducted 
on February 24 and 25 in 43 beels of 
the haor -- by International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Bangladesh 
Bird Club counted 24,551 birds belonging 
to 48 species. 

In 2020, the bird count was nearly 
double -- 40,126 birds belonging to 53 
species.

The nature and biodiversity in the haor 
area are under serious threat, as hunting 
and selling of migratory birds have been 
going on unabated there, primarily 
due to people’s ignorance and greed, 
acknowledged Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, 
divisional forest officer of Wildlife 
Management and Nature Conservation 
Division in Sylhet.

Illegal wildlife trade amounts to about 
Tk 10 crore annually in Bangladesh, forcing 
many of the country’s wild animals and 
birds to go extinct, he also said.    

They clash, we suffer
FROM PAGE 3

inconveniences. 
It’s always the students not affiliated 

with organisational politics that have to 
bear the brunt of such clashes between BCL 
factions, they said. 

Honours final year students and those 
who live far away from the campus 
are the worst sufferers, they said while 
demanding immediate reopening of the 
halls.

On Saturday noon, a chase and counter-
chase, crude bomb explosion and clashes 
took place on the campus between the two 
BCL factions.

                  Four persons -- including two 
teachers -- were injured and they were given 
first aid at the college health centre.

Contacted, OC Md Faruq Hossain of 
Kotwali Police Station said additional 
police have been deployed on the campus 
to avert any untoward incident.

Resilience in captivity
FROM PAGE 3

instructions were simple: make them look strong and 
freedom fighters look weak and defeated,” Jagannath recalled.

Reluctant, Jagannath told them he doesn’t have any 
colours or brushes with him. But this was not a problem for 
the occupying army. Within minutes, a sack full of brushes, 
colour, and other painting gear arrived.

“While people died around me, while women screamed in 
pain, I was painting a pro-Pakistan painting, all for the sake of 
survival,” he reminisced.

The first draft of the painting featured a Pakistan army tank 
knocking out a huge contingent of the opposition.  

“But this was completely against my fantasies, which saw 
the Mukti Bahini beating the Pakistan army. Suddenly, I 
landed upon an idea. Subtly, I drew a tiny Bangladeshi flag 
hoisted in the middle of the battlefield, in a way that no one 
would notice it looking from a distance,” Jagannath said.

Playing with the grass on the filed, he eventually drew 
a painting that showed the Pakistan army metaphorically 
surround by a Bangladeshi flag. “I was satisfied with my work, 
and the major was too full-headed to notice it. He appreciated 
it and went to work on the Pakistan Day celebrations.” 

Although Jagannath wasn’t released immediately, orders 
on that regard arrived soon. “The soldiers called me a 
rickshaw. Before I boarded it, one of them slapped me twice 
and asked the rickshaw to take me home.”

“I limped back home. But it was all worth it. My parents 
couldn’t believe I had come back alive. All of us broke into 
tears in this reunion,” Jagannath finished his story.

The painting is now lost to time. During the final skirmish 
of the Pakistan army and the freedom fighters, the premises of 
the HQ was badly damaged, along with the gate.

But what remains is Jagannath’s enduring trauma of the 
events. “To this day, I cannot visit the WAPDA area. As soon as 
I come near it, all the wailings of the prisoners come knocking 
in my ears,” he said.

Gateman, driver on the run
FROM PAGE 3

on the route safely.
Md Mamun Khan, who works at Jhawtala Railway Station, 
said, “I came to the crossing in the morning. Barriers on 
both sides of the crossing are working fine.”

Meanwhile, protesting the death of HSC examinee 
Sadraz, fellow students and friends staged a demonstration 
demanding justice. Agitated students of Pahartali Degree 
College, where Sadraz studied, brought out a procession 
from the college and later formed a human chain near the 
crossing around noon.

Speaking at the rally, Sadraz’s friend  Rashedul Hasan Bappi 
alleged, “There is no discipline on the roads, where thousands 
of people like Sadraz lose their lives due to mismanagement.”

Justice, fairness at 
core of his work

Says Saima Wazed on 
Bangabandhu

UNB, Dhaka

Saima Wazed, chairperson of the National 
Advisory Committee on Autism and 
Neuro-Developmental Disorders, yesterday 
said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman throughout his 
life worked towards achieving peace, social 
equality and harmony while social justice 
and fairness were at the core of all his 
works. 

Saima, who is also World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) Goodwill 
Ambassador for Southeast Asia, made the 
remarks at a panel discussion titled “Peace 
through Inter-faith Dialogue, Culture and 
Heritage” held at Foreign Service Academy 
as part of the two-day World Peace 
Conference.

“He [Bangabandhu] believed in 
dialogue and standing up for the rights and 
fighting for those who could not speak for 
themselves,” said Saima Wazed. 

President Abdul Hamid inaugurated the 
two-day “World Peace Conference-2021” 
yesterday, which brought together global 
thinkers, political personalities and peace 
promoters.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is 
scheduled to attend the closing ceremony 
of the conference today. 

The capital saw a sudden increase in traffic congestion yesterday, possibly due to the constant drizzle throughout the first day of 

the week. This photo was taken from the Moghbazar-Tongi diversion road. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Habibur 
Rahman 
no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Freedom 
fighter Habibur 
Rahman 
Hobi died 
at Bhuanpur 
Upazila Health 
Complex in Tangail 
yesterday. He was 85.

He left behind his 
wife, three sons and three 
daughters.

Born at Bamonhati 
village, Habibur took part 
in the 1971 Liberation War 
and fought against the 
Pakistan army bravely.

He will be buried at his 
village graveyard with state 
honours after a namaz-
e-janaza on the Ibrahim 
Khan College premises 
in Bhuanpur after Zohr 
prayers today.

68 more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 68 dengue patients 
were hospitalised in the 
last 24 hours yesterday, of 
whom 21 are from outside 
Dhaka, according to DGHS.

With the new cases, 
the total number rose to 
27,604. 

According to DGHS, 98 
people have died of dengue 
this year.
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Couple, two others burnt in N’ganj fire
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Four people including two of a family suffered burns in a 
fire at their residence in Narayanganj early yesterday.

Abu Sayeed (35), his wife Chaina Begum (35), Milon 
(28), and Osman (25) were taken to Sheikh Hasina 
National Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery in Dhaka. 
Later, Chaina, Milon and Osman were released after 
treatment, said Chaina’s brother Mizanur Rahman. 

The couple sublet their house to Milon and Osman.
Gas leak from cylinder caused the fire at their flat on 

the fifth floor of a six-storey building at Kayempur in Sadar 
upazila, said Abdullah Al Arefin, deputy assistant director 
of fire service in Narayanganj. The fire broke out when the 
stove was lit and was put out before firefighters arrived.

At least 52 people were killed and 45 others injured 
in 477 fire accidents in the district from January 
to September this year, according to fire service in 
Narayanganj. Mainly electric short-circuit, gas leak, faulty 
stoves and cigarette caused the incidents, said Al Arefin.

‘Ganatantro Mukti Dibash’ today
BSS, Dhaka

“Ganatantro Mukti Dibash” (Free Democracy Day) will 
be observed in the country today, marking the fall of the 
then autocratic ruler in 1990.

On the eve of the day, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
in a message, greeted the country’s people. December 6 is 
a significant day in the history of restoring democracy. On 
this day in 1990, the autocratic government crumbled under 
pressure from the pro-democracy movement, she said.

“We spearheaded a long campaign to restore democracy, 
uprooting the autocratic regime to establish people’s 
fundamental rights. The country’s people,” she said.

NSU holds in-person admission test
CITY DESK

North South University (NSU) organised in-person Spring 
2022 semester undergraduate admission test on Saturday 
on its campus in the capital’s Bashundhara. 

VC Prof Dr Atiqul Islam, pro-VC Dr M Ismail Hossain, 
Treasurer Prof ABM Rashedul Hassan, test coordinator 
Dr KMA Salam, deans and senior administrative officials 
visited exam centres during the tests.

This timid creature, known as “Gandhagokul” (Asian palm 

civet) was found inside a house at Bandutia of Manikganj 

on Saturday night. The residents captured the animal the 

next morning and informed the forest department. It was 

released in the forest yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

HC seeks govt explanation over 
compensating Sadia’s family
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a rule 
asking the government to explain in four 
weeks why it should not be directed to give 
Tk 10 crore as compensation to the family 
of university student, Sehrin Mahbub 
Sadia (19), who died after falling into an 
open roadside drain in Chattogram city on 
September 27.

The court also ordered the deputy commissioner of 
Chattogram to submit a report detailing the incidents 
of death in unprotected drains in the city in last one 
year before it in two months. The HC bench of Justice 
M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md Mostafizur Rahman 
issued the rule and order following a writ petition.


