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Woman ‘burnt by 
husband’ dies
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A woman, who was set on fire allegedly by her husband over 
family feud in Jashore’s Abhaynagar upazila on November 
26, succumbed to her burn injuries on the way to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) early yesterday.

The deceased, Hira Begum, 25, wife of Billal Sardar, 
was a resident of Garuhat area under Singari village in the 
upazila.  

Victim’s brother Yeasin Sardar said Hira’s husband Billal 
had been trying to convince and take her to India for long.

But as Hira was repeatedly refusing to accept his 
proposal, Billal tortured her inhumanly for a number of 
occasions.

As a sequel to the feud, Billal first poured petrol on her 
body and set her ablaze on November 26. 

Hearing screams, neighbours rushed to the spot, rescued 
her and admitted her to Abhaynagar Upazila Health 
Complex, from where she was shifted to Khulna Medical 
College Hospital the same evening. 

Meanwhile, following deterioration of her condition 
she was referred to DMCH on Wednesday night, but she 
died on way to the hospital early yesterday, Yeasin added.

Officer in Charge (Investigation) of Abhaynagar Police 
Station Milon Kumar said a case was filed in this connection 
and they were conducting drives to arrest the culprit.

Drug addict kills wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A woman was killed allegedly by her drug addict husband 
for money in Joypurhat Sadar upazila early yesterday.

The deceased, Suborna Sarkar, 30, was wife of Hridoy 
Sarkar of Beroil village in the upazila. 

Police, however, detained Hridoy, 36, for alleged 
involvement in the murder. 

Quoting locals, police said Hridoy, a drug addict youth, 
often used to torture his wife for money. 

On Wednesday night, the couple locked in an altercation 
over the issue and later went to sleep. 

Around midnight Hridoy woke up and strangled his 
wife to death before trying to flee the scene, locals said, 
adding that neighbours caught Hridoy from the spot and 
handed him over to the police.

Being informed, police recovered the body and sent 
it to Joypurhat Modern Hospital for autopsy, Officer in 
Charge of Joypurhat Sadar Police Station Alamgir Jahan 
said, adding that a case was filed with the police station 
in this regard.

Earlier on November 26, another drug addict stabbed 
his 22-day-old kid to death in Dinajpur’s Phulbari upazila 
after his wife refused to give him money for buying drugs.

FF FARUK MURDER CASE

Ex-Tangail mayor Mukti 
sent to jail on surrender
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Tangail court on Wednesday rejected the bail petitions 
of former Tangail municipality mayor Shahidur Rahman 
Khan Mukti and sent him to jail after he surrendered 
before it in connection with a case for murdering valiant 
freedom fighter Faruk Ahmed.

After remaining absconding for nearly six years, Mukti, 
one of the accused in the murder case, surrendered before 
Tangail First Additional District and Sessions Judge’s Court 
on Wednesday morning and sought bail through his 
lawyer.

After the hearing, Judge Sikandar Julkarnine rejected his 
bail prayer and sent him to the prison. 

Mukti, son of Ataur Rahman Khan, incumbent Awami 
League lawmaker from Tangail-3 constituency, is younger 
brother of Amanur Rahman Khan Rana, former lawmaker 
of the constituency, APP Monirul Islam Khan said.   

According to the case statement, bullet-hit body of 
Awami League (AL) leader Faruk was found near his house 
on January 18, 2013. 

During investigation, police found involvement of 
Rana, and his three younger brothers, including Mukti, in 
this connection.

In September 18, 2018, Rana surrendered before a lower 
court that rejected his bail prayer and sent him to jail. 

He later came out of jail after securing bail from the 
High Court.

Children will be children
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Farmer Shahidul Islam, from Dolua Dogasi 
village of Sadar upazila, was harvesting ripe 
Aman paddy in the field with labourers on 
Monday and  his 9-year-old nephew Badal, a 
fourth grader, was also working with them.

Badal said he volunteered to work in the 
field, as he had been bored staying home all day 
for months, when the school remained closed 
due to Covid-19.

Over two hundred students at his school, 
Dolua Dogasi Government Primary School, are 
going through the same situation for more than 
eight months.

While hanging around near the field, six or 

seven of the schoolchildren took notice of Badal 
working in the field and they also decided to try 
the same for a little fun.

They all joined hands in binding bales of 
paddy and carrying those on their heads to the 
house of the farmer. 

“I know them well and tried to stop them. But 
seeing the little faces excited with enthusiasm, I 
gave in,” Shahidul, the farmer, said with a smile.

Third grader Sakib, fourth grader Nahid and 
fifth grader Momin said the work in the field 
gave them a chance to beat the doldrums of 
staying home for so long.

“The school days in fact were full of fun. We 
just didn’t learn there. But we played, shared 

our tiffin and talked with each other. We also 
enjoyed our teachers’ affection,” said Mahin of 
grade four. 

“We haven’t been able to do the things we 
loved and that is really frustrating,” he also said.

Ripon of fifth grade said, “Now we don’t 
have the pressure to prepare our lessons for 
the next day. Even many of my classmates are 
getting engaged in different activities to earn 
some money.”

Zahidul Islam, a guardian, said due 
to the absence of regular practice, many 
underprivileged young children might forget 
how to read or write.

Abdul Gani Master, former president of 
the school’s managing committee, feared that 
the number of dropouts from schools might 
increase under the circumstances. 

The school’s head teacher, Ashraful Islam, 
said as per the guideline of the primary 
education directorate, they have been 
monitoring academic activities of students and 
creating awareness among guardians by paying 
visits to their homes.  

“It’s undeniable that our students’ studies 
are being affected due to the corona situation. 
But we can’t put their lives in harm’s way by 
keeping the schools open,” said district primary 
education officer Nobezuddin Sarker. 

The usual academic activities might start 
soon after the situation is improved, he added.

The little ones from Dolua Dogasi Government Primary School in Nilphamari Sadar upazila 
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Members of ‘The Birds Safety House,’ an environment friendly organization, rescued 

four new born fishing cats from Udaypur village in Sirajganj’s Kamarkhand upazila 

yesterday noon. Mamun Biswas, organizer of the association, is seen taking care of 

the kittens later in the day. PHOTO: STAR 


