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Tales of journeys
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of the store Hannan Khan Mukul. “We named it after 
Lord Camelot.”

“After the station was shut down in 1968, we 
shifted to Kamalapur and have stayed here ever since. 
Bangabandhu’s classmate MA Saleh Ahmed was our 
founder,” he said.

“But all this is mere history now. There was a time 
when we couldn’t handle customers’ pressure. They 
came before departure time, and even bought a lot of 
books. But as they’re no longer there, we’re on the path 
towards slow extinction,” he lamented.

“Why are you still running the store despite all the 
adversities?” this correspondent asked. He said it has 
become a matter of habit now.

His shelves are stacked with books of a diverse range. 
A large section is taken up by newsprint paperbacks -- 
Masud Rana, Tin Goyenda, adventures, westerns, and 
the like. There’s Humayun Ahmed, there’s Muhammad 
Zafar Iqbal. Another eye-catcher comes in the form of 
recent and classic Eid editions of various newspapers.

At the adjacent stall of Srijani, Rabindranath, Kazi 
Nazrul Islam, Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay take 
centre stage. It was founded in 1972 by Amal Kanti Nath.

Its manager Md Shafiullah said, “It’s really hard to 
get customers these days. Everyone is on their phones, 
on Facebook. We’re barely surviving amidst all of this.”

DU centenary
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as special guest at the ceremony while Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen, UGC chairman Prof Kazi 
Shahidullah, president of DU Alumni Association AK 
Azad, pro-VC (administration) Prof Muhammad Samad 
will be present. 

Renowned artists and cultural figures, as well artists 
and alumni from the university’s music, theatre and 
dance departments will perform in the two-week-long 
celebration.

On the occasion of the university’s centenary, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina congratulated all the students, 
teachers and staffers of DU in a message issued last 
night. 

Three get life term 
for raping woman, 
and daughter
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Three men were sentenced to life term imprisonment for 
raping and abetting rape of a woman and her daughter 
Gaibandha’s Gobindaganj upazila in 2018. Judge Md Abdur 
Rahman of Gaibandha’s Women and Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal-2, gave the verdict yesterday. 

The convicts are Belal Hossain (40), Emdadul Haque 
(42) and Khaja Mia (45). Two other accused in the 
charge-sheet -- Asadul Islam and Azizul -- were aquitted, 
said AKM Mohibul Haque, special public prosecutor.

The court also fined each of the convicted Tk 1 lakh. 
Khaja was punished for assisting the other two.

According to the case statement, the accused were 
members of a fraud group, locally known as “Jiner Badsha’’. 
They lured the victims from Jamalpur to Gobindaganj on 
May 12, 2018. After the victims got off their bus that night, 
the gang took them to a remote area and raped them.

IUB holds 
peace confce 
CITY DESK

A conference on regional 
and global peace was held 
at Independent University, 
Bangladesh (IUB) in 
Bashundhara yesterday, 
said a press release.

The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the 
Centre for Bay of Bengal 
Studies at IUB organised 
the conference at the 
university’s auditorium.

Addressing the event 
as chief guest, State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Md Shahriar Alam said 
empowered by the peaceful 
resolution of maritime 
disputes, Bangladesh is 
looking to benefit from the 
resources of Bay of Bengal. 
Prime Minister’s adviser 
Gowher Rizvi and IUB VC 
Tanweer Hasan also spoke.

Laws need reforms
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judicial process, the case does not close 
quickly,” he added. 

“We have reached the point where we 
need to start a movement to demand 
justice for all forms of violence against 
women. Due to the flawed implementation 
of the laws, we are unable to get justice,” 
said BMP President Fauzia Moslem. 

Among others, joint secretaries of the 

cabinet division Md Sabirul Islam and 
Anar Kali Mahbub, DMP additional deputy 
commissioner Laila Ferdowsi, OGSB 
president Dr Ferdousi Begum, and Dhaka 
University’s associate professor of law 
Taslima Yasmin spoke at the event. 

It was moderated by advocate Maksuda 
Akhter, advocacy and lobby director of 
BMP. 

This father-daughter duo were retuning home after catching a wide variety of small fish from a pond in a winter 

morning. Just like them, many in Jhalakathi regularly indulge in this activity for managing daily meals. This photo 

was taken on Monday from the district’s Shatpakia area. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Man shot 
in UP polls 
violence dies
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

A man, who sustained bullet 
wounds during clashes 
between supporters of 
Awami League and its rebel 
candidates on Sunday amid 
UP polls in Kishoreganj’s 
Kuliarchar, died at a Dhaka 
hospital yesterday.

The deceased Delwar 
Hossain (38) and three 
others were injured at South 
Goboria Govt Primary 
School centre in Goboria 
Abdullahpur union. 

Delwar was referred to 
Dhaka as his condition 
deteriorated, said his cousin 
Mahbub Hossain.
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“Had the ministry allocated 
the money, we could have 
started working on it,” he 
added. 

“We also sent a letter 
to the Chattogram district 
administration last month 
excusing the time extension 
to start working on the 
project. They sent us a 
letter a year ago, which is 
no longer valid,” said Md 
Zahangir Alom, deputy 
secretary of the Liberation 
War affairs ministry.  

Regarding the letter, 
Masud Kamal, additional 
commissioner of land 
acquisition department 
in Chattogram, said, 
“We don’t get why the 
Liberation War affairs 
ministry sent us a letter 
excusing time extension. 
There is no need for this.” 

“The acquisition and 
requisition of immovable 
property act 2017 mentions 
that individuals or 
organisations concerned 
shall pay the estimated 
amount within 120 
working days after receiving 
the estimation,” he further 
said. 

According to Liberation 
War researcher Dr 
Mahfuzur Rahman, there 
were around 100 such mass 
graves in Chattogram, but 
not a single one of them 
has been preserved. 

However, the 
Chattogram district 
administration 
website mentions 61 
Baddhyabhumi in the port 
city.


