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Abahani off to winning start

SPORTS REPORTER

Abahani'’s bid
to regain the
Independence
Cup title got off
to a winning start
with a 2-1 victory over newcomers
Swadhinata Krira Shagha at the
Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa
Kamal Stadium in Kamalapur
yesterday.

Mehedi Hasan Royal and
Raphael Augusto scored a goal
apiece for the Sky Blues before
Nodirbeck  Mavlonov  pulled
one back for Swadhinota in an
entertaining match of Group A.

Swadhinata,  playing  with
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four foreign players from Iran,
Uzbekistan, Bosnia and Poland,

appeared  more  comfortable
on the turf than their more
illustrious opponents early in

the match, giving an impression
that the promoted outfit would
be no pushovers in the upcoming
competitions.

With the Sky Blues struggling to
control the midfield, Swadhinata
came close to taking the lead in the
10th minute but Bosnian forward
Nedo Turkovic, after being set up
by Uzbek midfielder Mavlonov,
was denied by the woodwork
despite having Abahani’s second-
choice keeper Mahfuz Hasan
Pritom beaten.
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It was a wakeup call for Abahani,
who then started establishing their
control on the game with Augusto
working hard in midfield and new-
signing Daniel Colindres trying
from the left flank.

The pressure paid off in the 29th
minute when Royal nodded home
a deflected cross from Nurul Naim
Faisal.

Iranian defender Milad Sheikh
was denied twice from close-
range while Colindres rattled the
crossbar in the stoppage time of
the first half.

Five minutes into the second
half, Royal squandered an
opportunity to drive home a well-
judged cross from Colindres while
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Emon Mahmud headed cross
from Royal wide off target with
the goalkeeper to beat in the 55th
minute.

Soon  Swadhinata  thought
they had scored the equaliser but
substitute Zillur Rahman’s effort
was ruled out for off-side before
Augusto doubled Abahani’s lead
in the 74th minute with a curling
effort and then fit-again Nabib
Newaj Jibon returned to the
ground after a 10-month gap.

Swadhinata got the dividend of
the positive show when Mavlonov
scored with an acrobatic volley in
the stoppage time but that could
not deny Abahani a winning start.

Novak Djokovic hangs his
head in frustration during
Serbia’s doubles group stage
match against Germany in the Davis
Cup in Innsbruck on Sunday. The World
No. 1’s team lost the decisive tie against the
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DJOKOVIC

probably won't play Australian Open

AFP, Belgrade

Novak Djokovic
“probably won't” play
the Australian Open in
January over mandatory
Covid vaccination rules,
the world number one’s father said
on Sunday, likening the restrictions to
“blackmail”.

The 34-year-old Djokovic, who
would be bidding for a record-
breaking 21st Grand Slam title in
Melbourne, has refused to say whether
or not he has been vaccinated against
coronavirus.

But Australian Open tournament
chief Craig Tiley has said that all

players must be inoculated to take part.

“Of course he would want to go
with all his heart,” Djokovic’s father
Srdjan told Serbian channel Prda TV.

“Because he is a sportsman and
there are a lot of our people, the
(Serbian) diaspora, there who would

be delighted to see Novak.

“But I really don’t know if that will
happen. Probably not under these
conditions, with this blackmail and
when it's done that way.”

Srdjan Djokovic also defended his
son’s “exclusive and personal right” to
be vaccinated or not, and claimed that
even he did not know if Novak had
received the jab.

Tiley last week revealed that
Djokovic “has said that he views this
as a private matter for himself”. “We
would love to see Novak here. He
knows that he'll have to be vaccinated
to play here,” he added.

Djokovic, a nine-time Australian
Open champion, is level on 20 Grand
Slam singles triumphs with old rivals
Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer.

He contracted Covid-19 during the
ill-fated Adria Tour event he organised
in the Balkans in June 2020, but said
he did not suffer from any symptoms.
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to Maradona

REUTERS, Naples

Napoli put on a dazzling
display to mark the first
anniversary of  Diego
Maradona'’s death when they
stormed to a 4-0 win over
Lazio on Sunday to move
three points clear at the top of Serie A.

Club great Maradona died on Now.
25 last year and to mark the anniversary,
Napoli unveiled a statue inside the Diego
Armando Maradona Stadium pre-match
and wore shirts with the Argentine’s face
on them for the Lazio clash.

The performance was befitting of the
man, too, with the home side blowing
away Lazio with a stunning show of
attacking football, racing into a 3-0 lead
inside 29 minutes thanks to goals from
Piotr Zielinski and a double from Dries
Mertens.

With the job done, Napoli took their
foot off the gas in the second half but
Lazio did not register a single shot on or
off target in response. Fabian Ruiz put
the icing on the cake with a pinpoint
fourth goal late on.

The result moved Napoli three points
clear at the top of the standings after
second-placed AC Milan slipped to a
surprise defeat at home to Sassuolo
earlier on Sunday, while Lazio dropped
to eighth following their second
successive league loss.

“It is our best performance, especially
as it comes after a couple of performances
that were not up to our standards, so

SERIEA

it means something that we beat a big
club like Lazio this way,” coach Luciano
Spalletti told DAZN.

“Mertens brings that quality to the
finishing but it would be reductive just
to praise him. The whole team was
wonderful, it had been a long time since
we had this possession football with
short, quick passes.”

Elsewhere in Serie A on Sunday, a first-
half goal from English striker Tammy
Abraham was enough to earn AS Roma
a 1-0 win over Torino that sent Jose
Mourinho’s men above their city rivals
Lazio into fifth.

Rain in Naples could not put a
dampener on a special night for leaders
Napoli.

It took Zielinski just seven minutes to
put his side in front after a relentless start
from the hosts, drilling home from the
edge of the penalty area after the ball had
fallen into his path.

Then, Mertens channelled his inner
Maradona to fire a sublime double.
His first, in the 10th minute, was a
superb solo effort, as he twisted and
turned before finishing clinically. His
second, just before the half-hour mark,
was a perfect curling strike over Lazio
goalkeeper Pepe Reina.

In the second half, there was a party
atmosphere in the stadium, with the
home team pulling out flicks and tricks
as Lazio offered no threat.

Ruiz capped Napoli’s 11th win from
14 league games with a fine goal from
long range in the 85th minute.

Rangnick
named as Man
Utd’s interim
manager

REUTERS

Manchester United have
named German Ralf
Rangnick as interim
manager until the end of
the season, the Premier
League club announced
on Monday, eight days
after sacking Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer.

Rangnick steps in to
replace Solskjaer, who was
removed after United'’s
4-1 defeat by Watford this
month, their seventh loss
in 13 games across all
competitions which left
them eighth in the Premier

League standings.

“Manchester United
is delighted to announce
the appointment of Ralf
Rangnick as interim
manager until the end of
the season, subject to work
visa requirements,” the
club said in a statement.

“Following this
period, Ralf and the club
have agreed that he will
continue in a consultancy
role for a further two
years.”

Former midfielder
Michael Carrick, one of
Solskjaer’s assistants, took
charge of the team for their
Champions League victory
at Villarreal last Tuesday,
and oversaw the 1-1 draw
with Chelsea on Sunday.

Rangnick, who began
coaching in the early
1980s, is a proponent of
‘gegenpressing’ -- a style
of football in which teams
press high and use counter-
pressing to win the ball
back as soon as possible
after losing it, rather than
falling back to regroup.



